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‘GARGAYAN’

Edited by Sagarika Dihingia and published by Gargaon College Publication Cell, Gargaon College, Simaluguri
for the session 2018-19, printed at Rohman Printing Press, Simaluguri.
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Phone : 0373-2370239 (0}, 0373-2328557 (R)
Mobile : +91 94350 06038, Fax : 0373 -2370323
E-mail : ve@dibru.ac.in
rtamuli@rediffmail.com

Professor Ranjit Tamuli

Vice-Chancellor
DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY
Dibrugarh, PIN 786004, Assam
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Message

It gives me immense happiness to learn that Gargaon College is going to bring out
the annual college magazine ‘Gargayan’ for the 2018-19 session. The publication of
annual college magazine holds a pre-eminent role in the academic landscape of
the institution. The inherent creative strength of the students and their delightful
prolific glimpses can be showcased through this kind of annual publication. With
the advent of digital technology, the students communities have become exceedingly
empowered with lot of information and their creative genius have increased manifold.
| am sure that the college fraternity shall successfully accomplish this intellectually

stimulating assignment with all its vibrancy and dynamism.

Let me also take the opportunity to congratulate the members of the editorial team
and all the stakeholders of the institution for their wonderful initiative to achieve

intellectual distinction through the publication of the annual magazine. May their

cognitive pursuit touches the pinnacle of creative zenith.

With warm wishes,

’ﬁaﬂﬂ'\;‘\"'

(Prof. Ranjit Tamuli)
Vice-Chancellor
Dibrugarh University
Dibrugarh
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Though people refer humanity in different ways, it can imply
a moral face and is also cited as a source of international law. It also
carries the notion of philanthropy and altruism. Humanity and science
are inter-linked and the contributions of science for the progress of
human civilization cannot be denied. Yet, in today's technology-driven
world, one often wonders whether humanity is at stake. Technology,
being a product of human civilization is a kind of advancement in

science and what we need to harness are its positive powers only,

such as solving energy issues, reducing global warming and possibly

halting, or reversing climate change, ending diseases etc.




European Futurist and the author of
Technology v/s Humanity, Gerd Leonhard
specializes the clash between man and machine.
He says that humanity will change more in the
next 10/20 years than it did in the previous 300
years. The compound effect of exponential and
combinational technological change will surpass
the industrial revolution. Technology is going
beyond being merely a tool, beaming its own
purpose instead. Here, one can see how LinkedIn
used to be a great tool for facilitating business
connection between professionals which now is
becoming an increasingly self-serving engine for
global HR/ work/ jobs analytics so that people
can't even use its most useful features anymore
the field of

communication and transportation, people may

without subscription. In
see that Uber is just a software tool. They even
don't own any cars but become the biggest taxi
company in the world. In the US, young
generation lawyers don't have any jobs just
because of IBM Watson. Here, people get legal
advice within seconds with 90% accuracy
compared with 70% accuracy when done by
human. Watson already occupies place in
diagnosing cancer 4 times more accurately than
human nurses. Moreover, Facebook now has a
pattern known as Face recognition which
recognizes face better than humans.
Interestingly, around 2020, people don't
have to own a personal car or they don't have
to park cars because people will hire a car over

phone which will show up at their location and

drive to their destination. One can predict that
it will save a million lives each year from
accidents. Moreover, by 2020, there will be apps
that can tell or express by facial expression
whether people are lying or something else. This
could be very helpful for political debate or to
find out whether politicians are speaking the
truth or uttering a lie. There will be a $100
agricultural robot in the future. Farmers of 3rd
world countries can become managers of their
own field instead of working all days in their
field. Electric cars will be on market latest by
2020. Cities will be less noisy because all new
upcoming cars will run on electricity. Cars from
Tesla are doing a revolutionary approach by
creating computers on its wheels. Top class
medical companies are going to build a medical
device called "Tricoder" from Star Trek which
will work with a mobile phone and take one's
retina scan, blood sample, breath into it, identify
any diseases etc.

For this kind of future, people need to
safeguard and hedge the essential human
idiosyncrasies so that they are not diminished
or even eradicated by the tendency of technology
to swiftly present itself as a solution to
everything. Despite the onslaught of technology
and its boons, humans need to keep alive their
essential traits of compassion, benevolence and
solidarity for each other and refrain from being
a slave to technology itself.
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The paintings and rock sculptures in the

Ajanta Caves, a Buddhist monastic complex in the
state of Maharashtra, India are a testimony to the
golden age of Buddhism in India and a unique artistic
achievement.

The Ajanta Caves are cut into the cliff face
above the spot where the river Waghora draws a
harmonious half moon through lush vegetation.
Discovered by English officers during a tiger hunt in
1819, the Caves are in such a remote spot that it
was only in 1983 that they were declared a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

The Ajanta wall paintings are famous for their
masterful line work, the use of natural pigments,
the artistry achieved with only primitive tools, the
sensual forms, and the harmony of the overall
composition. The highly accurate pictorial technique

AJANTA CAVE PAINTINGS

(i reataa gen o)

QO Chayanika Devi
5th Semester
Department of Sociology

used in Ajanta and the method of execution makes
these wall paintings unique in the world.

The main colours used were red ochre,
yellow ochre, brown ochre, lamp black, white and
lapis lazuli which was imported from Northern India,
Central Asia and Persia. In the pictorial cycles, all the
characters are bright and multicoloured but are never
repeated, a fundamental concept in Indian art.

The paintings are meant to transmit a
rhythmic equilibrium indicating the harmony of a
society in which the smallest gestures and desires
have a specific place in a vision of the world that is
much larger and devoid of disquiet. The expressions
and the emotions captured on the faces of the
characters are amazingly real and modern. Truly, the
Ajanta Caves are an eternal embodiment of India's
rich heritage of art and culture. Q1
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND OUR
CHANGING SOCIAL REALITIES

Q Yuvaraj Gogoi
Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science

Social media has brought some unprecedented changes to our social

realities and in the way we interact with one another. Indeed, virtual reality has
become a social reality today. The greatest impact of social media is that it has
blurred the distinction between public and private domains. The brutal intrusion
of social media has created a hodgepodge of two domains. Suppose you have a
personal account in social media giant Facebook. Those who are in your friend
list will know everything about you whatever you keep on updating right from
your sore throat to pictures of your cousin's marriage (Those who are not in the



list can also learn depending on your privacy
settings). This way the world will keep learning about
the personal issues of your life. You will also learn
about other's personal life in a similar way. Today,
rigid compartmentalization of public and private
spheres is no longer feasible.

Social media has also become a platform for
spreading gossip and rumours. Earlier, people
gossiped over direct conversation or over phone. The
onset of social media has changed this scenario. Now
people gossip through trolls and memes. Recently, a
photo of Ranbir Kapoor and Mahira Khan was doing
rounds in social media. The celebrity duos were seen
smoking at a private undisclosed location. The
twitteratis and facebookers trolled them harshly.
Unfortunately, Twitter has become a great platform
for attacking someone through trolls and memes.
During violent situations, social media can be
manipulated for mass mobilization because the
message sent through social media spreads like wild
fire. In the Abhi-Neel lynching case, too in Karbi
Anglong of Assam, social media was misused to
mobilize mob.

Social media can make one an overnight
sensation, a national star. Recently, one wink of a
certain Priya Prakash Varrier made her the most
sought-after girl of the entire nation. Her Instagram
account got flooded with followers. The Instagram

Inc. responded immediately by verifying her account
with an elite blue tick. Initially, she had a minor role
in an upcoming Malayalam movie called Oru Adaar
Love. After this viral wink video, the director ended
up giving Priya Prakash a substantional portion of
cinematic or on-screen space in the movie. Social
media can also bring to limelight some bizarre
'talents' like Dhinshaak Pooja, Mr. Rajkumar and
Rocky Superstar among others.

Social media has now become another tool
for electoral politics. It has brought visible changes
in the mode of election campaigning. Nowadays, the
candidates and their supporters campaign through
online social media platforms for wooing voters,
especially the younger Facebook generation apart
from using traditional ways of campaigning like
public meetings, TV and radio advertisements.

Social media can also be used for moulding
public opinion on various burning social issues. Online
petitions have become a new fad to put pressure on
the government to take certain steps. However, the
impact of such petitions on government policies and
actions is still doubtful.

Thus, the advent of social media has brought
phenomenal changes to our social realities. These
changes have both positive and negative outcomes.
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‘Education is the capacity to feel, leasure and pain the tight moment. It
develops in the body and the soul of pupil; all the beauty and all the perfection
which he is capable of.” —Plato
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“My message, especially to young people

is to have courage to think different, courage to
invent, to travel the unexplored path, courage to
discover the impossible and to conquer the
problems and the succed. These are great qualities
that they must work towards. This is my message
to the young people.”
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Future of Majuli

QO Dipjyoti Gowala
3 Semester
Department of Geography

-

Maijuli is a river island in the Brahmaputra River,Assam
and in 2016 it became the first island to be made a district
in India. It had an area of 880 square kilometres (340 sq
mile) at the beginning of the 20th century, but having lost
significantly to erosion it covers 352 square kilometres (136
sq mi) as at 2014.Majuli has shrunk as the river surrounding
it has grown.



The island is formed by the Brahmaputra river
in the south and the Kherkutia Xuti, an anabranch of
the Brahmaputra, joined by the Subansiri River in
the north. The island is about 300-400 kilometres
(186-249 mi) east from the state's largest city -
Guwahati. It was formed due to course changes by
the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries, mainly the
Lohit. Majuli is the abode of the Assamese neo-
Vaishnavite culture.

Originally, the island was a long, narrow
piece of land called Majuli or Majoli (land in the
middle of two parallel rivers) that had the
Brahmaputra flowing in the north and the Burhidihing
flowing in the south until they met at Lakhu. It was
once known as Ratnapur and was the capital of the
powerful Chutia kingdom. Frequent earthquakes in
the period 1661-1696 set the stage for a catastrophic
flood in 1750 that continued for 15 days, which is
mentioned in historical texts and reflected in folklore.
As a result of this flood, part of the Brahmaputra
discharged southward into what was the
Burhidihing's lower channel and Majuli island was
formed.

Majuli has been the cultural capital of
Assamese civilisation since the 16th century, based
on written records describing the visit of Srimanta
Sankardeva - a 16th-century social reformer.
Sankardeva, a pioneer of the medieval-age neo-
Vaishnavite movement, preached a monotheist form
of Hinduism called Vaishnavism and established
monasteries and hermitages known as satra on the
islet.

The island soon became the leading center of
Vaishnavinism with the establishment of these satras.
After the arrival of the British, Majuli was under the
rule of the British until India gained independence in
1947. It is as of 2016 the world's biggest river island.
A wetland, Majuli is a hotspot for flora and
fauna, harbouring many rare and endangered
avifauna species including migratory birds that arrive
in the winter season. Among the birds seen here are

the greater adjutant stork, pelican, Siberian crane
and the whistling teal. After dark, wild geese and
ducks fly in flocks to distant destinations. The island
is almost pollution free owing to the lack of polluting
industries and factories and also the chronic rainfall.
The island is under threat due to the extensive

soil erosion on its banks. The reason for this
magnitude in erosion is the large embankments built
in neighbouring towns upriver to prevent erosion
during the monsoon season when the river distends
its banks. The upshot is a backlash of the
tempestuous Brahmaputra's fury on the islet, eroding
most of the area. According to reports, in 1853, the
total area of Majuli was 1,150 sq.km and about 33%
of this landmass has been eroded in the latter half
of 20th century. Since 1991, over 35 villages have
been washed away. Surveys show that in 15-20 years
from now, Majuli would cease to exist.
The island was formed over a period of time

due to frequent major earthquakes, causing the
Brahmaputra to change course, as well as high floods,
both common phenomena in Assam. Annual flooding
carried silt from the upper reaches, making the land
fertile and creating marshes on the island. Majuli is
also a biodiversity hotspot, with more than 260
species of birds, both resident and migratory, being
recorded on the island and in its surrounding
waterbodies.
But Maijuli is a fast-disappearing island. Once

the largest mid-river deltaic island in the world, with
an area of 1,256 sq km, it has now shrunk to less
than half its size, to 515 sq km. Regular floods in the
Brahmaputra inundate the island and cause erosion,
washing away villages and displacing residents. The
rate of erosion is so severe that it is likely to
submerge the island in the next 15-20 years,
according to Majuli Island Protection & Development
Council, a non-profit organisation.
A study published in open access e-Journal Earth
Science India in 2010 states that Majuli has suffered
extensive erosion from 1966 to 2008. The mean



annual rate of erosion over the four decades was
8.76 km2/year. But the intensity of erosion from
1998-2008 was much higher than that of the period
from 1966-1975 to 1998 due to the shifting of the
bankline of the Brahmaputra towards the north. This
indicates that the threat to the existence of the island
has increased in recent years.

There is danger looming ahead. Constant
erosion and flood has reduced the world's largest
river island to less than half its original size. One of
the questions that is haunting the experts, as of now,
is, 'Will the Brahmaputra eat away one of the world's

largest river islands'? And if findings are to be
believed, experts believe that this island will
completely submerge by 2030 because of excessive
sediment discharge because the mighty Brahmaputra
River changes its direction frequently and coupled
with numerous erosions, Majuli Island might just
disappear in the future.

So, before nature plays its role and this island
disappears, pack your bags and visit this gorgeous
haven, which is also Assam's prized possession.
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Communication Vs English

QO Deekshita Phukon
Ex-Student

"The art of communication is the language of leadership" —These
words of James Humes describe the true sense as well as essence of
‘communication’.

The term 'communication' is the most essential agency in humans. It
is indeed, the 'all in all' in an individual, whether it be in personal or in a
social level. Most of the 'logical magic' of the world have taken place because
of the essence or the presence of this 'art'. It is a root which makes us feel
that healthy communication leads to a healthy aura.

When compared to the early centuries, this human or animal trait
has been playing more contribution at present. The age of 'one-centred-



world', with 'unions' for peace as well as for progress;
is taken to the utmost point of height, basically for
the growing celebration of the art of communication.

But, as every idea carries its own pros and
cons , this growing trend also has its pros as well
cons. Being a victim of the 'English Empire' the world
is still under the nausea of the English language. This
is leading us towards the rumor that one can have
a good possession on the art of communication; if
he or she has enough dealings with the 'English
language'. This nauseatic situation prevails mostly in
the imperialized countries like India. Every single
person is hankering after the 'English asset' and is
empowering nothing but the process of 'English
language imperialism'. They tend to celebrate the
notion that— "You are a champ of the art of
communication, If you have a great deal of fluency
in English."

In the un-announced race of modernization,
the 'modern men' are running after the "English
kahinur". Quite ironically, we consider people with
good English, as a champion of, 'communication' and
this is the turn, where we are loosing ourselves.

Of course English is an important and globally
recognized language but it is not the benchmark of
the art of connecting people.

Communication is just a skill and it has
nothing to do with English the way it tends to.
Communicate one just have to take possession over
the language that his or her locality as well as the
area of concern celebrates. He or she also needs the
qualities of 'listening', 'understanding' and 'voice
moduling', accompanied by a good sense of
expression, so that it never takes a turn to
miscommunication.

This art leads us to share our holdings
emotionally or socially. This is a large area of
creativity, which celebrates healthy interaction
among the particular social 'stakeholders'.

We have to make ourselves be heard and
understood, in the same way as we expect from
others and this art is to complete this desire, whether
verbally or non-verbally.

Communication is taken to be an effective
process, if the audience wins in reaching the desired
goal intuively and effortlessly. To make this happen
we should have enthusiasm and a good listening
power, without which the process of communication
would be nothing but a mess and craze.

Lee lacocca had once said— "You can have
brilliant ideas, but if you can't get them across, your
ideas won't get you anywhere." To express ourselves
we don't need to be perfect in English but in the art
and required skills of the concerned language.

Communication is our bridge to get
connected with people and there is nothing without
it. If we have the realization that we are not the
same as our fellow men and that our understanding
of the world is different, we can use this awareness
in making our interaction fruitful. As Tory Robbins
have said— "To effectively communicate, we must
realize that we are all different in the way we
perceive the world and use this understanding as a
guide to our communication with others."
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G.S.T.

QO Mayur Borah
3 Semester, Department of Commerce

G.ST. is a very significant tax imposed in India. The full form of
G.S.T. is “Goods and Service Tax”. G.S.T. is a single tax that has subsumed
several indirect taxes that were previously levied on the sale of goods and
services. G.S.T. is applicable to the manufacture, sale and consumption of
all goods and services in India.

Definition of G.S.T. —

The term G.S.T. is defined in Article 366 (12A) to mean “any tax on
supply of goods or services or both except taxes on the supply of alcoholic
liguor for human consumption.”
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Why do we need G.S.T. —

The previous tax system involved
multiple taxes, complex compliance procedures and
intervention by several state and central tax divi-
sions. This made it highly difficult to set up and run
a business in India.

Under the G.S.T. regime instead of applying
taxes on the total value of the product at each stage,
the G.S.T. only imposes tax on value addition. Since
it provides credit for a supply chain, this method
considerably reduces the overall cost of manufactur-
ing and selling goods.

Components of G.S.T.

Since July 2017, India has been following the
dual G.S.T. model which is made up of the following
components -

S.G.S.T. :- The full form of S.G.S.T. is “State
Goods and Services Tax”. S.G.S.T. is collected by the
state government.

C.G.S.T. :- The full form of C.G.ST. is “Cen-
tral Goods and Services Tax”. C.G.S.T. is collected by
the central government.

When the sale of goods and services takes
place within the same state, both taxes will be lev-
ied. If the movement of goods occurs between two
different states, a combined tax called the 1.G.S.T. or
the Integrated G.S.T. (S.G.S.T. + C.G.S.T.) will replace
the previously levied Central Sales Tax (CST) of 2%.
Tax Structure

There are four tax structure of G.S.T., those
are :-
e Zero rate
e Tower rate
e Standard rate
¢ Higher Rate

Zero rate :- The zero rate tax is a nil tax that
is applied on goods and services. Zero rate items
include milk eggs, curd, unpacked food grains and
health and educational services.

Tower rate :- A lower rate of 5% will be
applied on items like sugar, tea, edible oil, coal, spices
and cotton fabric. This along with the Zero rate, will
help prevent inflation from having much of an im-
pact on the prices of essential items.

Standard rate :- There are two standard rates
that have been finalized by the G.S.T. council which
are processed food, butter and mobile phones will
be tax at 12% capital goods, industry intermediaries,
toiletries, computers and printers will be taxed the
second standard rate of 18%.

Higher rate :- A higher rate of 28% will be
levied on white goods. This includes items. Such as
working machine, high-end motorcycles, air condi-
tioners, refrigerators, small cars etc.

To conclude , G.S.T. is one of the crucial
reforms which shall increase the economic growth
of India. This reform in taxation hopes to remove
the defects that are present in the Indian taxation
system.
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I cannot sing the old songs

I sang long years ago

For heart and voice would fall me

And foolish tears would flow.
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O Ranuj Dutta
B.Sc. 3™ Semester
Department of Geology

—The people of Assam are passing through a very difficult moment of history as the
various communities of the region have deep and legitimate worries for their futures. Historical
injustice has been done to the people of Assam by successive governments at the centre and the
state level by not taking responsibility for migration into the state of Assam and by thrusting the
entire burden on the people of Assam. Sensitive areas in Assam and particularly the tribal areas
need extensive protection and effective monitoring to prevent further demographic decline to
prevent the transfer of land from tribal to wealthy non-tribal communities. Those persons (Hindu,
Muslim, other communities) who have resided in Assam for decades and are now excluded from
the NRC must be treated with dignity and with the full protection of their human right. Having
been historically wronged by colonial policies and by lack of adequate protection after Independence,
the Indigenous people of Assam, tribal and non-tribal are afraid of being submerged by the
immigrant population, thus losing their language and culture as well as the control over their lands
and forests. Why the indigenous communities are anxious that foreigners are not given citizenship
and allowed to enjoy benefits here is primarily because of primary resources, especially land
becoming alarmingly scarce while at the same time an estimate up to about 30 lakh family are
flood affected. At a stage of ceremony when jobs are simply not there for the young and burgeoning
population, more claimants to the few available ones will naturally be considered a calamity.
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TREASURES OF THE HEART:
MEMORIES OF NATIONAL LEVEL
NSS YOUTH FESTIVALS

Q Dr. Rimjim Borah
Assistant Professor

Department of Economics

TRIPURASTIATE NSSOEL

Venue

Bhagat Singh Yu

11th September to 15th September, 2017
arh University NS5 Team

Dibru gD':angdrh- Assam.

Youth is the golden period and best part of human life. This
is the period of the greatest blessing which is full of energy and zeal.
Youths are the backbone of any nation or country. They are like the
power source which can stimulate the nation's progress and
development. At present, India has more than 65% of its population
below the age of 35 and more than 50% below the age of 25 years
old. India will be the world's youngest country by 2020 with an average
age of 29. Hence, India must prepare these youngsters to excel in the
race of economic progress and development. If properly nurtured,
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guided and trained, the youth of India may develop
an attitude of service to mankind. Youth festivals
are one of the platforms for the youth of the country
to exhibit their talents, skills, and to promote the
spirit of cooperation, communal harmony,
brotherhood and national integration.

| was fortunate enough to participate in
'North East NSS youth festival-2017', 'National Youth
Festival-2018' and 'North East NSS youth festival-
2019'as an NSS Programme Officer of the state of
Assam. My first participation as a female NSS

programme officer was in 'North East NSS Youth

Festival-2017' at Agartala, Tripura from 11th to 15th
September, 2017. | was extremely delighted to have
the opportunity of being a part of this 'North East
NSS youth festival-2017' with Prof. Amar Upadhyaya
who was the male NSS Programme Officer of
Dibrugarh University. Two NSS volunteers namely Sri
Janardan Chetia and Miss Parishmita Kakoty of
Gargan College participated in this festival. The 'North
East NSS Youth Festival-2017' was organised by

Tripura State NSS Cell and Directorate of Youth Affairs
& Sports, Govt. of Tripura in collaboration with
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt of India. It
was a very unforgettable and lovely experience to
interact with the NSS volunteers from Dibrugarh
University and from different affiliated colleges under
Dibrugarh University. We started our journey on 9th
September, 2017 from Dibrugarh railway station. We
got down at Lumding junction for the next train. But
there we were very worn out as the train was tardy
and thus we had to stay at the platform for an awfully
long time. After the arrival of the train we boarded

the train and

reached Agartala station on 11th
September. The organiser sent a bus to receive us.
They took us to 'Shaheed Bhagat Singh Yuva Awas'
(SBSYA) where we stayed for five days. The hostel
was very delightful. The accommodation was very
fine. Everything was very systematic from the
beginning. We registered our participation on 11th
September .The organiser distributed kits and identity
card to us. From 12th September onwards, all



volunteers along with respective programme officers
had to wake up before 5 a.m. Every morning we
had to do yoga and physical exercises. On the first
day after breakfast, buses were arranged to carry us
to U. K Academy, Tripura for a rally. After lunch, the
inaugural programme began at Rabindra Satabarshiki
Bhawan. Respected Chief Minister Mr. Manik Sarkar
inaugurated the inaugural session. We all were
inspired by his simple living style and informative
speech. Thereafter, the cultural programme started
which turned out to be a colourful cultural function
full of traditional songs and dances of Tripura and
other North Eastern states. This festival witnessed
various activities such as yoga and physical exercises,
seminars, blood donation programme, motivational
class, awareness class on Cancer and HIV/AIDS,
awareness class on Disaster Management,
importance of physical fitness for modern life,
cultural exchange program, and sightseeing. Every
evening, two or three states showed their cultural
diversity in Muktadhara Auditorium. Our Assam NSS
team also showed their hidden talents in that cultural
session. They got the chance to interact with all NSS
volunteers of eight North Eastern States. This kind
of festival enhances cooperation, teamwork,
leadership, discipline and many kinds of qualities
among the volunteers. A friendly relation was formed
among us. The happy faces of all volunteers and
their innocent yearning to acquire more knowledge
actually astonished us. We learned so many new
things from this festival. | felt that India as a whole
is a diverse and a complex country; the North East
is also a region of diversity itself. We all learnt to
mingle with the NSS volunteers, NSS officials,
Programme officers of entire north eastern states.
We used to work together and enjoy together. As
such, it was a wonderful experience for me.

My second opportunity came when | got the
chance to participate in 'National Youth Festival-2018'
as the one and only NSS Programme Officer of
Assam. All total 32 NSS volunteers from Dibrugarh

University, Gauhati University, Assam University,
Assam Agricultural University and Bodoland
University were selected to participate in this festival.
Three NSS volunteers of Gargaon College- 1) Sri
Meghnil Chutia, 2) Sri Himangshu Gogoi and 3) Miss
Subhashree Sikha Boruah participated in this
'National Youth Festival-2018'. This festival was held
at Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh from 12th to 16th
January, 2018. The National Youth Festival in India is
an annual gathering of youth which is held in
different states each year during National Youth
Week, i.e. from 12th to 16th January. The aims and
objectives of this Festival were to propagate the
concept of national integration, sprit of communal
harmony, brotherhood, courage and adventure
amongst the youth by exhibiting their cultural
prowess in a common platform. The 22nd National
Youth Festival in India (NYF-2018) was inaugurated
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi through
video conferencing at the Gautam Buddha University
in Greater Noida on 12th January. The theme of this
festival was 'Sankalp Se Siddhi', to capitalise on the
demographic dividend of young India, to capture the
vibrancy and fresh perspective of youth and to pledge
to accomplish the goal of New India. The fest was
organised by the Ministry of youth Affairs and Sports
in collaboration with the Uttar Pradesh Govt. The
events of the 'National Youth Festival-2018' included
a motivational talk and interaction with youth by
two Paramveer Chakra Awardees, a film on Swami
Vivekanand's Chicago Address, seminar sessions on
the "Richness of Indian values and culture", skill
development for youth empowerment, innovative
projects and schemes of Govt. of India for youth
development , agriculture technology for youth
development, NRHM, women empowerment,
environmental awareness, and many other topics
related with youth development in India. For the
first time, National level Mega Youth Parliament was
conducted in this festival. The topics for youth
parliament were employment and self employment,
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health, environment, cultural civilisation, technology
for sustainable development, behaviour and attitude,
new creative ideas for youth development and
governance for new India. During the session 'Voices
of New India', young achievers and leaders from each
state and Union Territory shared their achievements.
This festival provided a nationwide exposure to the
youth for the expression and fulfilment of their
cultural talents and the events aimed at inculcating
qualities and attributes like teamwork, eloquence and
leadership among the participants. There were
cultural performances by the youth representing each
state and Union Territory. During the festival,
competitions were held only in sports i.e tug of war,
athletics and volleyball. In the Girls' Volleyball
competition, Manipur became the winner while
Assam was the runner up . More than 6000 NSS
volunteers and youth from Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan participated in this festival. This youth
festival embraced a mixture of participation from
different states and union territories of all over India.
The NSS volunteers of Assam took part in all the
sessions successfully. During the cultural session, they
exhibited the diverse culture of Assam. | was amazed
to see the enthusiasm and talents of the youth of
India as a whole. Most of the youth are extremely
talented and have achieved significant achievements
in different fields. It was an altogether different
experience for me. | had to take a heavy burden on
my shoulder which empowered me a lot.

Again, for the third time, | got the chance to
participate in 'North-East NSS Festival-2019' as one
and only NSS Programme Officer of Dibrugarh
University. This time | led 61 NSS volunteers from
different colleges under Dibrugarh University and 10
NSS volunteers of Tezpur University. 14 NSS
volunteers of Gargaon College participated in this
festival. They are- 1) Jnyntrisha Phukan 2) Dipjyoti
Gowala 3) Dipshikha Bezboruah 4) Punsi Kr. Singh 5)
Lucky Konwer 6) Poonam Thakur 7) Preety Dutta 8)
Runali Gogoi 9) Deepandita Boruah 10) Aditya

Arandhara, 11) Surasree Phukan 12) Nabajyoti Gogoi
13) Sumonijit Singh and 14) Himangshu Borah. This
festival was held at Don Bosco College, Itanagar,
Arunachal Pradesh from 23rd to 27th March, 2019.
The 'North East NSS Youth Festival-2019' was
organised by State NSS Cell, Itanagar, Regional
Directorate of NSS, Guwahati in collaboration with
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt of India.
We started our journey on 22nd March, 2019 from
Simaluguri railway junction. We got down at
Dibrugarh railway station for the next train. We had
to stay at the platform upto 5 p.m for the next train
to Naharlogun station .After the arrival of the train
we boarded the train at 5 p.m. and reached
Naharlogun station at 10.30 p.m. The organiser sent
three buses to receive our team. They took us to
Don Bosco College, Jollang, Itanagar. We stayed there
for four days. The hostel was very delightful. The
accommodation was very fine. Everything was very
systematic from the beginning. We registered our
participation on 23 March. The organiser distributed
kits and identity card to us. From 24" March all
volunteers of eight states along with respective
programme officers had to wake up before 5 a.m.
Every morning we had to do yoga and physical
exercises After breakfast, we witnessed a wide range
of activities such as life skill training, career
counselling, sports competitions (volleyball), literary
competitions (Quiz, Extempore Speech etc.)
seminars, motivational classes, cultural exchange
program, and sightseeing etc. In this festival, I'd been
entrusted with the responsibility of cultural
programme in-charge, event in-charge, and other
management responsibilities. In all the events, the
Assam team got prizes. The three volunteers of
Gargaon College participated in three events and got
prizes. Jnyntrisha Phukon got 1st prize in quiz, Dipjyoti
Gowala got 1st prize in sketching, and Poonam
Thakur got 3rd prize in sketching. The organiser
felicitated the best programme officers of North East
who had participated in this festival with a memento,



a traditional muffler and a coffee mug. That was the
proudest moment of my life. They provided a track
suit, cap, shoes and a coffee mug to each volunteer.
It was really a fantastic experience of for us. The
organiser took us to visit the important places of
I[tanagar such as Ganga Lake, Ita Fort, Gompa
Buddhist Temple etc. All participants enjoyed a lot.
Through this festival, all volunteers learned various
valuable life skills such as leadership qualities,
socialising with other volunteers and discipline which
are as important as academic knowledge.

After attending these three regional and
national level youth festivals, | realised that youth
festivals are not just an assemblage of NSS volunteers
from different parts of the country who compete
under one roof but it's also an intermingling of
different cultures and customs, traditions, language
and arts. They are a platform for sharing ideas,
experiences and thoughts, promoting national

integration and communal harmony, while
manifesting a zest of friendliness and liveliness among
all the participants.. | had the opportunity to reach
out to NSS volunteers coming from every nook and
corner of the nation. There are also several bitter
experiences which unfortunately | cannot share. We
had faced many problems also which increased my
perseverance and decision making capacity in the
need of time. As a leader of Assam team for three
times, | was trying to tackle all sorts of problems by
learning from the values and philosophy of NSS.
Those days are now heart warming memories for

me, the treasures of my heart.

participating in such type of festival, there should be
some selection process for selecting NSS volunteers.
Those who have inculcated the qualities such as
dedication towards the aims of NSS, politeness and
sincerity and are also culturally active, dynamic and
can adjust in every situation should be selected to
be such volunteers. Whatever the volunteers learn
from the festival must be shared with their friends
and other volunteers back home. Moreover, the
Programme Officers must be able to take all the
responsibilities and help the NSS volunteers in
realizing their full social, cultural and human
potential.

To conclude, the youth represent the most
dynamic and vibrant section of any society. NSS is
one of the most important platforms which helps in
moulding the youth to become active leaders and
citizens and in boosting their capacity development
process. There will be no social progress and social
protection without the development and
empowerment of young workers or youth. Despite
a mix experiences (good and bad), | feel proud to be
a part of those festivals. But | realise that everyone
has a unique talent. When we blend this unique
talent with service to others, we experience the
happiness of life. Some things cannot be taught; they
must be experienced. We never learn the most
valuable lessons in life until we go through our own
journey. Hopefully, | am looking forward to many
such other opportunities with NSS in future.

|

QUOTES

@ ‘Some beautiful paths can’t be discovered without getting lost.” — Erol Ozan
@ ‘“Wherever you go becomes a part of you somehow.” — Anita Desai
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Who does not dream of flying high in the sky amidst foreign
clouds and exploring the new horizons? To me travelling is a passion
and is all about rejuvenation and learning. Though | have explored
quite a few fascinating places in India, travelling abroad has always
been a dream of mine, which in fact, transmogrified into reality. It
all started when one of my senior professor friends shared about
a self-financed foreign trip to Europe, to which | was invited to join
as well. Delighted, | agreed to be a part of this twelve-day tour




which included several European counties in its
itinerary - Rome, Pisa/ Florence, Venice, Padova/
Milan, Geneva/ Lauterbrunnen, Interlaken/ Zurich-
SINGEN/Schauffhausen, Paris, Brugge, Amsterdam.
After the confirmation of Visa and other official
formalities, the day for the much awaited journey
finally came on 1st July, 2019. The group was a total

of thirty one members with professors from the

various colleges of Assam including a colleague from
my college and other professionals along with family.
From the New Delhi Indira Gandhi International
Airport Terminal 3, we boarded for Dubai at 21.50
Hrs. which almost took two and half hours to reach.
After one and half hour layout at Dubai we again
boarded an Emirates airline to Rome at 03.20 Hrs.
Rome was our entry point as per the itinerary. The
sun shining over the Tigris River with its heavenly
rays greeting us through the windows of the Emirates
Airline gave us the vibes of a foreign land -- the land
of the Romans. We landed in Rome at around 07.25
Hrs and after immigration, the group proceeded to
the hotel as arranged by an European friend. This
European based friend remained as a friendly guide
with us for the entire twelve-day tour from Rome to
Amsterdam.

Travelling is not only to get relief from the

routine life but it becomes more exciting to get
acquainted with people with different lifestyles,
culture and marvellous places. Our first destination
was to visit ancient Rome. The first day in Rome was
really ravishing with the new ambience and new
people which we desperately waited to see. The
evening after lunch was scheduled for visiting the
Trevi Fountain, Spanish Steps, Shelley
Keats Museum.

The Trevi Fountain, Italian Fontana
di Trevi is in the Trevi District in Rome,
Italy, designed by architect Nicola and
completed by Salvi Giuseppe Pannini
in 1762 and several others. The
immense fountain stands 26.3 metres
high and 49.15 metres wide. At its
centre, one finds the Pietro Bracci
Statue of Ocanus who stands atop a
chariot pulled by sea horses
accompanied by tritons. Interestingly
enough, its name is derived from Tre
Vie which means three ways, since the
fountain was the meeting point of three streets.
Rome's most iconic fountain, The Trevi Fountain,
considered a late Baroque masterpiece, is a true
wonder to behold.

The Piazza de Spagna or the Spanish steps
are in the heart of the ancient city of Rome. The
monumental stairway of 174 steps was designed by
the architect Francesco de Sanctis. The Steps are a
wide irregular gathering place with 138 steps placed
in mixed curves, straight flights, vistas and terraces
connecting the lower piazza di Spagna with the upper
piazza Trinita dei Monti with its beautiful twin tower
church dominating the skyline. The elegance and
unique design of the steps made it a popular place
for artists, painters and poets who were attracted to
the place of inspiration. At the lower end of the
Spanish steps, one finds an early baroque fountain
called Fountain della Barcaccia or Fountain of the

Old Boat.



Quite close to the Spanish steps, one can
see the Shelley and Keats museum where in fact
both the poets lived. Today the house is a small
museum dedicated to both. The visitors can witness
some of the most marvellous architecture, fountains
and squares in Rome walking through the city's
historical centre, while stopping to visit the famous
Roman attractions like the Trevi Fountain, the Spanish
Steps and the Piazza Navona, the largest
and most beautiful Piazza Squares in
Rome. With its three majestic fountains
and surrounding mansion, The Piazza
Novana looks most vibrant and striking.
On day second, we proceeded
to the Vatican City, the smallest
sovereign state in the world. It is an
independent city-state enclave within
Rome, Italy with an area of 44 hectares
(110 acres). Within the Vatican city, there
are religious and cultural sites such as
St. Peter's Basilica, the Sistine Chapel
and the Vatican Museums. Both the sites are replete
with world's famous paintings and sculptures which
gives it a sense of grandeur.

In the evening, we travelled to see the
Pantheon, one of the most influential buildings of
the city of Rome. It is a former Roman temple
dedicated to the gods of Pagan Rome but later
consecrated as a Catholic Church. While approaching
the front of the Pantheon, one can see the inscription
in Latin which is the original dedication by Marcus
Agrippa.
Pantheon through its great bronze door. The most

One can enter the circular room of the

striking features of the Pantheon is the architecture
which comprises of a series of interesting arches
resting on eight piers supporting eight round headed
arches which run through the drum from its inner to
its outer face. The Pantheon offers us a glimpse into
the marvellous and stunning architecture of the
Romans. The most fascinating part of this Roman
Pantheon is its giant dome, with its famous hole at

the top which is considered as the eye of the
Pantheon or Oculus. About 7.8 meters in diameter,
this hole is the only source of light and connection
between the temple and the Gods above.
Surprisingly, rain seldom fall inside the dome and
even if it manages to enter occasionally, the rain
water is drained out as the floor is slanted. With all
its greatness, the Pantheon remains an unrivalled

artefact of Roman antiquity.

After a three nights stay at Rome, we drove
to Pisa on 4th July 2019. Before leaving Rome we
viewed the Colosseum, the main attraction of Rome.
This majestic gift of the emperors to the Romans is
not only an amphitheatre by name but it also
symbolizes power and majesty of Rome and the
Roman society. It was absolutely breathtaking for
us leaving us speechless to see the fame and
architectural design of the most magnificent piece
of Rome. The Colosseum covers a total of 190 x 155
meters with a height of 50 meters, so huge that one
has to walk more than half a kilometre to
circumnavigate it.

Enroute to Florence, we stopped at Pisa to
see the Leaning Tower, one of the signature sights of
Italy. Pisa is one of the smaller cities in the Tuscany
region of ltaly, but has historically been most
important especially for its marvellous sights which
includes the Leaning Tower with a fascinating history.
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While visiting this white marble Tower with its
intricate pattern of column, one is awestruck by its
miraculous sight and its architectural design. This
medieval structure is unique because it is not vertical
and as its name suggests it actually leans nearly four
degree because of an unstable foundation. During
its construction in the 12th century, the tower started
to lean due to a layer of weak soil that caused
difficulty in supporting its weight. The height of the
tower is 55.86 meters. After Pisa, we headed to
Florence, the capital city of Tuscany. The birth place
of Italian Renaissance, the city exhibits the rich
literary history by being famous as the birthplace of
the legendary poet Dante. As the evening
approached, we visited the Dom and Academia
Gallery. The structure of Dom and Academia Gallery
bears the pride of many masterpieces of Russian art
and architecture. The academia Gallery is remarkably
popular for its sculpture by the great Italian artist
Michelangelo. The art museum also has a rich
collection of paintings by Florentine masters.
Michaelangelo's sculpture 'David' is the centre stage
of this Florentine museum. Another attraction was
the Cathedral Dome with almost 8 white ribs against
a background of terracotta tiles which seem to be
dominating the skyline of Florence. The Florentine
evening was a unique experience for us and we were
almost spellbound to see the architectural designs
of the buildings and the rich treasure troves of the
Renaissance art. The evening was well spent
experiencing the vibrant history of the city which
became livelier with the soothing music of the
musical band and the lights and sounds on the
Florentine streets.

After Florence, we had the privilege of
visiting Venice, the city of canals. Admiring historic
architecture, getting lost along the canals, visiting
museums and art galleries made this visit most
amazing. A Gondola boat ride is an absolute must
if one tours Venice. The Mark's Square that lies in
the heart of the city offers many iconic sights to the

visitors. Walking along the Mark Squire, one will
come to learn about the landmarks, mosaics and
the history of the beautiful square. The grand canal
that runs along the city casts a fervent charm on
the tourists. From the top of the Rialto Bridge, one
can enjoy the magnificent view of this grand city.
One of the top things to experience in Venice is to
learn to play with fire. This could be witnessed if
one takes a boat ride to the small island of Murano
where artists will demonstrate how the glass sticks
transform into glass beads and other glass items.
This boat excursion along the vast blue water body
to the glass factory was really a very adventurous
part of our journey.

After Venice, our next destination was
Padova, a beautiful city in northern Italy. The city is
rich in churches, palaces, academic traditions and
good food. If one wishes to add the places of interest
to explore in Europe, one must not overlook this
beautiful place with countless sights and places of
attraction to explore the rich heritage of the land.
Before journeying to Milan from Padova, we strolled
through the flea market in the morning and bought
some pretty mementos to carry back memories of
Padova. The market is small but offers a variety of
things to buy at a very reasonable price.

After a couple of hours' journey from Padova,
we arrived at Milan, the financial capital of Italy.
After lunch, we went to visit Sforza Castle, a remnant
of a 14th century fortification, later renovated and
enlarged in the 16 and 17th centuries. It was one of
the largest citadels of Europe. The evening at Milan
was retained for shopping in Galeria Victor
Emmanuelle II. Basically this site is popular as Italy's
oldest active shopping mall and as a major landmark
of commercial and fashion hub. Housed within a four
storey double arcade in the centre of the town, the
Galleria is named after Emmanuel Il, the first king of
the kingdom of Italy. Our overnight stay at the
outskirts of Milan (Just Hotel Lornazzo Fiera) offered
a panoramic view of the areas at a distance from



the city and it is here at Milan that we experienced
the first rainfall in the evening.

On 7th July, we headed to Geneva. Geneva
offers the tourists a great selection of experiences in
a natural setting with a feel of a small cozy town.
The city is worth visiting for its plethora of amazing
sights which is a home to many international
organizations and embassies -as well as the United
Nations. The beauty of Geneva can be best
appreciated from the Mont Blanc bridge which allows
the visitors to cross from one side of the Geneva
Lake to the other side. While reaching the sight, we
could see several colours of flags on the bridge which
showcased the spirit of international conferences
held at the time, including those at the United
Nations. The Geneva Lake is an apple of the eye
which attracts visitors with its stunning view lined
up with the white snowy mountains of different
shades of pink and blue. This crescent shaped lake
(Lac Lemon) is partially owned by the Swiss and
partially by the French. Against the background, lies
the loveliest city. To the south of the lake lies River
Gauche and the Promenade de Lac runs east from
the Pont DU Mont Blanc, flanked by the Jardian
Anglains. One can explore the lake on the boats that
connect Geneva and Lausanne, Montreux and other
lakeside towns. We strolled through the lakeside by
crossing the Monck Blanc, experiencing the
enchanting sights close to the lake. One major
attraction for the visitors is the flower clock which is
set on a slight slope at the Jardian Anglais. The
uniqueness of the clock is that it changes with the
seasonal blooming plants that form its colourful
surface. An added beauty to the capturing view of
the Geneva Lake is the Jet d' Eau - the famous 450
ft high fountain of Geneva which is visible from each
part of the iconic lake. It is one of the tallest fountains
of the world. The old city of Geneva is about 10 min
away by foot from Mount Blanc. The historical old
town is a beauty in itself with some incredible
architecture, the cobbled

stones, narrow

passageways and little courtyards and at the same
time proffering a cozy place with modern cafes, shops
and restaurants. Geneva tour is incomplete if one
doesn't visit the United Nations. In the evening we
went to see the United Nations, the ILO, the Red
Cross Society, Bastion Park along with the
Reformation Wall. We really had an enchanting
evening at Geneva exploring all the wonderful sights
specially standing in front of the United Nations and
all posing for a photograph.

Our next destination was Interlaken and
Zurich-SINGEN. Interlaken nestled between the twin
lakes Thun and Brenz offers tantalizing views of the
Alps. Interlaken is worth visiting for one day and
one can easily stroll the city within a short time
experiencing the charming town, scenic views and
extreme sport facilities from paragliding to skydiving.
The most amazing part of our tour was the train
journey from Interlaken to Jungfraujoch, one of
Switzerland's most popular attractions at 3454 m
above sea level. The cogwheel train is the only
possible way to reach the place. While travelling to
the top, we viewed the distant mountains all caped
with snow amidst wonderful natural scenic sights.
Words would fail to describe the beauty of the
paradise that has much to offer the adventurers and
those seeking a quieter retreat. The weather was
lovely with changing temperature of cold throughout
the day. The impressive journey all the way from the
valley in Interlaken to the eternal snow ice and cliffs
of Jungfraujoch fascinated all of us with the
breathtaking views of the Alps. The whole experience
to Jungfraujoch was like an icing on the cake of the
twelve-day itinerary and we came back with a
contended and refreshed mind.

Schaffhausen- French Schaffhouse is a town
having a historic roots located next to the shore of
the High Rhine. In Schaffhausen, we visited the IWC-
The International Watch Company, known worldwide
for the watches and chronographs for their clear
design and technology. The IWC having an unusual
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history of its own deviates from the traditional watch
history. It was quite unusual for an American
founder, Florentine Aristo Jones to establish the IWC
in 1868 in northeastern Switzerland. But just after a
few flourishing years, due to economic trouble it
was handed over and finally the Swiss industrialist,
Johannes Rauschenbach-Vogel acquired the
company in 1879 under whose leadership the

company celebrated the success of manufacturing

various watches evolving the market universally. The

factory was taken over by various owners including
the German VDO and Mannesmann until it was
incorporated into the Richermont Group in 2000.

Switzerland makes an alluring travel
destination with other stupendous sights to venture.
After the visit to IWC, we went to the Rhine Falls,
the largest waterfall in Switzerland and Europe. It
was wonderfully amazing to see the waterfall located
on the High Rhine on the border between the
cantons of Shaffhausen and Zurich, next to the town
of Schaffhausen in northern Switzerland. The Rhine

Falls, the largest waterfalls is another marvellous
attraction of the city. Located on the high Rhine at
Neuhausen, and just below Schauffhausen in the
north, the Rhine Fall with its overwhelming beauty
is a must see while visiting Switzerland. We enjoyed
the captivating view of the Black Forest in South
West Germany, bordering France stretching large
areas with dense evergreen forests. The region is
prominent for its spas and the cuckoo clocks
produced since 1700.

The next destination was Paris. This
was the most awaited part of our trip as
everyone had the fascination to see the
city of love and beauty. We embarked
on a magical journey through the
highway from Germany which almost
took the entire day to reach. While
travelling, we viewed the corn fields and
vegetables grown in a very scientific way.
Another
encountered while travelling to Paris
the
blossoming on both sides of the highway

amazing thing that we

were enormous sunflowers
leading to country. The bright yellow
sunflowers along with the windmills at
regular intervals added an incredibly
captivating sight to the viewers. After an
eight hours day long journey, we reached
the wonder place - Paris. In Paris we got
the privilege to savour mouth watering Chinese
cuisine along with Chinese tea which we had never
tried before.

Paris is a city of unknown adventures painted
as a whole with so many colours that you will almost
get lost. The first day in Paris was scheduled for the
sightseeing of Arc de Triumph, Eiffel Tower, Norte
Dame, Boat excursion on River Seine. It was worth
visiting the Arc de Triumph, one of the famous
monuments that stands at the western end of the
Champs-Elysees at the centre of Place Charles de
Gaulle. Visiting Eiffel Tower and standing right in front



of it posing for a photograph seemed like a dream
come true. This wrought-iron tower on the Champ
de Mars in Paris built by Gustave Eiffel, with a height
of 324 meter tall was the highlight of our entire trip.
The tower is named after Gustave Eiffel whose
company designed and built it. Though it was
constructed temporarily in the beginning and many
opposed its construction yet now it stands tall and
This
iconic structure can be viewed from many parts of

high in pride with its four iron huge stands.

the city but it is more adventurous to view it from
the top. One of the world's most iconic monuments,
it continues to wow millions of visitors every year.
Paris wouldn't be Paris without the Eiffel Tower which
is the soul and symbol of Paris.

River cruise in Seine is an essential must for
anyone who visits Paris. We had a scintillating
experience while cruising in the Seine river for nearly
one hour. It was really amazing to view the wonders
of Paris, Eiffel Tower, Nortre Dame, Russian Orthodox
Church while cruising. While in Paris we saw the
medieval Catholic Cathedral renowned for its Gothic
architecture. Designed in the Gothic fashion, it is
The
world's largest museum and a historic monument-

the official seat of the Archbishop of Paris.

Louvre Museum was another attractive point of our
European tour. A central landmark of Paris, the
Louvre museum is located on the right bank of Seine.
The museum is so massive that one cannot finish
viewing the galleries in just a day. Unquestionably,
the museum is home to thousands of classic and
modern collection of masterpieces ranging from
Mesopotamian, Egyptian and Greek antiquities,
sculptures, art, decorative arts and paintings. The
like
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and Rembrandt are

masterpieces by the legendary artists
worth viewing. The Louvre's most famous work is
Leonardo Vinci's small iconic painting, Monalisa that
enchants a large number of visitors.

Excursion to Versailles from Paris is worth
visiting as it provides one with a break from the

French architecture, Versailles proves more than a
palace. Versailles, a symbol of power and absolute
monarchy of France exhibits itself as a kind of royal
city with many government offices inside the estate.
The estate of Versailles is so huge that it takes almost
one day for complete viewing. The Hall of Mirror is
the most glorious room of the palace decorated with
21 mirrors resulting in a astonishing spectacle as light
is reflected from 354 mirrors. The other attractions
of the estate are The Royal Chapel , The Grand
Apartments, The Clock Room and The gardens with
its geometric flower beds, row of statues and
ornamental lakes, impeccable lawns that add beauty
to its antiquity. Truly enough, we experienced all the
extravaganza of Versailles and its glorious past with
a discovering knowledge of the Sun God (Lois XIX)
and Marie- Antoinette.

If one wishes to visit Europe, then | would
suggest them to add one of the most beautiful
European cities Bruges in their itinerary. Bruges is
the capital city of West Flanders in the Flemish region
of Belgium. Known as the Venice of the North, Bruges
still remains as the beautiful city with its medieval
architecture, claiming the historic centre of town a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Criss-crossed with
canals and stone bridges, this medieval city is replete
with wonderful beauties with natural abundance. As
per the itinerary, we had only a one-day walk free
tour on this beautiful city of Bruges which provided
lots of things to explore in that single day. We
explored the day by strolling though cobblestone
streets and stone bridge amidst beautiful landscapes,
centuries old gabled buildings lined with a web of
canals. As Belgium is famous for chocolates, we
bought many chocolates from the famous chocolate
corner. We walked through the market place The
Markt (Market Square) often filled with pedestrians
and bicycles crisscrossing past medieval statues and
old glided houses with cafes on the ground floor and
shops lining the rest of the square. Truly enough,



whether exploring Bruges by foot or by bicycles or
in a horse drawn carriage - one will definitely fall in
love with this small but beautiful city.

Our
Amsterdam, the most loved city and when we

last and final destination was
reached there, it was almost evening. The weather
was quite impressive and welcomed us with the chilly
cold windy evening with occasional rains. The first
night in Holland was quite astounding with good
vibes, good foods and fairly quiet and cosy. The best
way to immerse oneself in Amsterdam city is to hire
a bicycle and to ride along the quintessential
renaissance architecture inclusive with stepped gable
facades that line the city canals.

We visited the Dutch National Museum (Rijk
Museum) dedicated to arts and history in
Amsterdam. Located at the Museum Square in the
borough Amsterdam South close to the Van Gogh
Museum, as the largest art museum, it has an
illustrious collection of artefacts, sculptures and
paintings from medieval to the 21st century. The
building has a rectangular floor plan with four stories.
The museum exhibits the paramount collections of
art and history among which are some masterpieces
by Rembrandt, Frans Hals and Johannes Vermeer and
antique objects of the Dutch culture, vast collection
of paints, drawings and the classic photography. One
of the must see painting collections in the house is
'The Night Watch' by Rembrandt which serves as the
centrepiece of the entire Rijks museum. The Asian
pavilion on the other hand exhibits a wide variety of
Asian ornaments and statues. Visiting this greatest
treasure trove of Holland, one must definitely enjoy
the masterworks and fall in love with the Dutch
culture.

Among the many art museums in
Netherlands, the famous Van Gogh Musuem is
dedicated to the works of Van Gogh, the legendary
Dutch artist and his contemporaries. The museum
adds depth to the understanding of the visitors about
the artist's life, his work and the development as an

artist. The museum has a rich collection of Van
Gogh's plus 200 paintings and 500 drawings by his
contemporaries including - Garrguin, Monet,
Toulouse, Lautrec and Bernard. The museum boasts
the rich collection of the artist's exquisite
masterpieces such as The Sunflower, The Bed Room,
Almond, The Potato Eaters and many incredible
portraits.

Located on a canal called Prinsengracht, close
to the Westerkerk, in Central Amsterdam, is the Anne
Frank House. It is now converted into a biographical
museum dedicated to Jewish wartime diarist Anne
Frank. Established on 3 May 1957, in cooperation
with Otto Frank, the museum still breathes the
atmosphere of that period of time. The museum is
one of the country's attractions which provided
shelter to the Jewish girl Anne Frank who lived hiding
with her family for more than two years during World
War Il. The small sign on the door of the real house
reads as ANNE FRANK HUIS in Dutch. Comprising of
500 square feet in total, it consists of the main house
and the annex with numerous exhibitions throughout
the museum exhibiting the former living spaces. The
house was originally built as a private residence, but
over time assumed a number of different purposes
including a warehouse, a place to house horses, a
manufacturer of household appliances followed by
a piano producer. Afterwards, the Anne Frank
foundation was established with a goal of protecting
the property from demolition. One can explore the
life of the diarist through the quotes, photos, original
items in the restrained atmosphere of the museum.
The museum gives an insight into the holocaust of
the war and portrays the dreadful situation of the
trouncing period. The collections are sensitively done
and the visit to the museum for many may be an
intensely emotional experience. The doorway was
concealed with a moveable bookcase that was
specially built to hide the entrance to the secret
annex where the family hid from the Nazis. The
original red-checked diary Anne Frank received as



her 13th birthday gift in 1942 which turned into the
best-selling book Anne Frank : Diary of a Young Girl
and other notebooks are displayed in the museum
in a very systematic way illustrating the events that
took place during the war.

The visit to Zansee Schans, a very popular
site close to Amsterdam was memorable for us. A
small village on the banks of the Zaan river, Zansee
Schans represents an idealized re-creation of a Dutch
village from the late 19th century. In this region,
one gets to see authentic houses all designed in
wooden and in serial pattern exhibiting the
uniqueness and recreating the look of an 18th or
19th century village. If one has to come to Zanche
Schans, one must be sure not to miss the cheese
factory as well as a visit to at least one windmill. We
were given demonstrations about the preparation
of cheese and also working of the windmills. Another
popular factory is the popular Clog factory which
represents the traditional Dutch handicrafts and
culture. Free clog making demonstrations are given
throughout the day for the visitors. The pairs of the
multicoloured clogs of various sizes are beautifully
displayed in the factory and no visit to the wooden
shoe workshop would be complete without wearing
giant clogs displayed outside. It was really interesting
to see how a simple pair of clogs are manufactured
within a very short time. Though originally, the Dutch
clogs were mostly worn by farmers and gardeners in
rural areas but it was a tradition among the Dutch
to present the future bride with a pair of long pointed
wooden shoes on Christmas Eve. A day out in the
greenery of Zanche Schans was really a very soothing
experience for us as we carried back rich knowledge
about 17th century Dutch heritage.

The 15th of July, 2019 was the last day of
our European sojourn and since we had to depart
on the evening of the very next day, so the last day
in Amsterdam was kept for just one sightseeing. In
the morning, we went for - the Heineken experience,
a very unique experience that we enjoyed well in

our itinerary. The Heineken Eaxperience - a museum
dedicated to Heineken Beer-the world famous beer
brand will let you know all about the production
from brewing process to the bottling, including the
history of Heineken and the ingredients and the
secret of Heineken taste. Opened in 1991, to the
public as a brewery and visitor centre and named as
Heineken Treat and Information Centre, it has now
turned to one of Amsterdam's most popular tourist's
attractions. In 2001 it altered its name to Heineken
Experience. Though the Heineken sounds like just a
brewery tour, but there is some more exciting space
for visitors to enjoy. The visitors can enjoy the bike
ride in front of a green screen while singing and can
have a photo booth which they get a copy of it
straight in one's mail.
After the Heineken experience, we had our last
supper for the day in an Indian restaurant in Central
Amsterdam. Following the hours kept aside for
shopping in the streets of Amsterdam and free
walking in the lavishing country, the time had come
for us to say good bye to the foreign land. This
European sojourn - from enchanting Rome to the
canal city Venice, lining up with amazing Switzerland
to flourishing Amsterdam, the tour for us meant a
series of unparalleled adventures painted as a whole
with so many colours in which we lost ourselves. It
was one of the tender moments of our journey when
the time came for us to leave the land and its heart
warming people who offered us an exhilarating
experience with effervescent memories. Amsterdam
was our exit point. At 17.00 Hrs. we left for
Amsterdam airport, Schiphol and boarded on our
return flight to Dubai International Airport at 21.50
Hrs. After an overnight journey we reached Delhi at
2p.m. next day evening and with a heavy heart bade
farewell to each other with the promise of coming
up with similar wondrous and incredible tours in the
future.
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The plan to visit Vietnam started all of a sudden. There was no pre-
planning that went on for months or for years. We decided to take up the
'Global Volunteer Exchange Programme' not knowing how things would
turn out to be. The purpose of this global exchange programme was to
impart basic English knowledge to the Vietnamese students. To be honest,
we were really very scared and equally sad to be leaving home for 45 days



as it was the first time that we were travelling alone.
But as they say, "If you want something you've never
had, then you've got to do something you've never
done before."

Upon arriving at Tan Son Nhat International
Airport, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, we got to know
that both of us had to stay in different
accommodation called the 'Homestay'. The
accommodation was like a proper residence where
the teachers and students stayed together and we
even cooked food together for lunch and dinner. The
first week or two was very difficult, but gradually

with time we started to get settled with our
surrounding environment. The people there were
very welcoming. Once adjustment became easy for
us we could not keep count of how the remaining
four weeks went by.

As part of the programme, we had to teach
the students basic English which included grammar,
pronunciation and vocabulary. We were given
materials for that and sometimes we prepared the
lessons to be imparted on our own. It was so
admiring to see the passion for learning something
new in the Vietnamese students while learning the
basic English grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation.
We had classes in the morning, afternoon and
evening for one hour each, except in the weekends.

Sometimes we had two to three classes together at
a stretch during one part of the day. And in between
the classes, we had break for lunch and dinner. After
the final class of the day got over, sometimes both
students and teachers would go out for a walk or to

we went for k

sightseeing to a few places such as Danang, Dalat,

a coffee shop.

During the weekends,
Pink Church, Turtle Lake, Independence Palace, Binh
Thanh Market, Book Street, Saigon Central Post Office
among others. From cooking food together, travelling
in the weekends with the other members, trying out
different foods, getting lost in a
different country, meeting many
volunteers from different
countries to interacting with the
local Vietnamese people and
getting to know about their
tradition and culture has really
helped us a lot in gathering some
unique and awesome real-life
experience. In contrast to our
feelings that we had while
leaving home, we during the end did not feel like
leaving Vietnam and those new friends who became
a part of our family. After meeting so many different
people in our life, one thing we can definitely say is
that meeting new people is also a way of learning.
But we had to move on and return home and no
matter what, this journey to Vietnam will always
remain the best journey of our lives, and we are
forever going to treasure the memories of our days
in Vietnam.

Thus, from our experience, we can truly say:
" Travel is the only thing you buy that makes you
richer."
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Back to Nature

Q Plabita Phukon
5t Semester, English Department

| was there,

Amidst the raindrops,
Listening to the

Soft music of

The rain drops touching the grass.

It has been a long time

Since | am out there,

And | was on the verge of

Forgetting the amazement of rain,

of the simple pleasures of nature.
And that day,

The rain fell on me,

And washed all of me

Including my soul

And | was the lover

Of rain again.

| saw the rainbow on the horizon,
Glittering with all her seven colours,
Remaining there as a path to heaven,
But what the very heaven is here
That the rain creates.

| watched the raindrops,
Hanging on the leaves,
Sparking like the pearls,
with every ray of the sun.

(|

Evergreen
Reminiscence

Q Angkrita Chetia
3 Semester, English Department

Days passed by in a wink of an eye
With the time passing by

Stopping not once: Always they went...
Bringing back to me the memories

Of glumness and gladness

Of my Sarathi Junior College life.
Dearest days of my life.

Someday | wish

| could go back in life.

Not to change anything,

But to feel a few things twice.

But... time is cruel

Departing from dear ones is really a pain.
Now | am going

On my own way

Wherever my destiny leads me,
With silent tears in my eyes;

| still pray to the supreme being.
May this segregation

Not separate souls

But keep them together

In their hearts

Forever and forever.

|
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The Moonlight
I Desire

Q Rainy Borgohain
5th Semester, Chemistry Department

If | lose the sun,

I will rise by moonlight.
The moonlight | desire!
The safest light that helps me
Navigate around the weather,
The moonlight | desire!
Two souls of the lovers, ;
Murmuring the melody of love.
Moonlight tells me story of

How the sun loves the moon.

He died every night to let her breathe
The moonlight | desire!

Showing the seeds of light.

ad

Love Supreme

QO Mustafiza Nasreen
3 Semester, Geology Department

From one heart, the other can never be so far,
Deep in me, my love, you are...

Like morning dew drops,

Like evening sun rays.

My love you are...

Like night full of fragrance of flowers,

Like a life, full of colours...

The warmth, the love, the soul within,

'Can you feel my breath on your skin?'

| shall keep loving and loving you.

Until this breath because of a love supreme,
Until we unite in one soul.

Winter

O Nilakshi Boruah
5% Semester, English Department

Moonlight comes through my open window,
The air is ice cold.

| see your face wade all stars up in the sky.
| used to lie on the carpet made of grass.
And stare at the empty space.

Now | see dust all around

| see in the trees the shape of your face.
It's a beautiful morning of winter

Your voice hits the air like thunder.

Trees are trembling with muffled crack

All the silences are about to break

In the infinite shape of nature's face.

| walk among the trees

| awake in the voice of bees

It is the starting of a new phase

Which the season makes.

ad
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