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With reverence, love and best wishes




GARGAYAN : The Gargaon College Magazine, edited by Nihashree Kalita and published
by Gargaon College Publication Cell, Gargaon College, Simaluguri for the session 2022-
23, printed at Binayak Offset, Sankar Mondir Path, Sivasagar
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gl Ik Dispur, Guwahati - 781006, Assam

Ranoj Pegu

Ml‘niste{ k - Ph. No. : +91 99647 03825 (M)
i il +91-361-2337023 (0)

Education, Tribal Affairs (P), Gatpce E-mail : ranojpegu@gmail.com

Indigenous and Tribal Faith & Culture (L & M) Deptt

MESSAGE

I feel happy to know that Gargaon College, Sivasagar is going to publish its annual

magazine entitled “Gargayan” for the academic year 2022-23.

To consider the renowned scientist and inventor George Washington Carver

“Education is the key that unlocks the golden door to freedom”.

Education is referred to as the key to unlock the golden doors. One of the most powerful
aspects of education is its ability to unlock opportunities that may have otherwise been closed off.
At the same time education is one of the most important and mandatory elements in the life of

student, as it helps the students to do analysis while making important decisions in life.

College education is regarded as a stepping stone especially in the field of higher education
for any person. I hope Gargaon College will provide a favourable atmosphere which will

encourage and motivate the students to learn and grow .

I extend my heartfelt gratitude and best wishes to all the faculty members and

students for their endeavours in bringing out this magazine and wish success of the same.

(Dr. Ranoj Pegu)



Higher & School Education Department
Block-C, 3rd Floor, Room No, C-312,

Janata Bhawan, Dispur, Guwahatl-G

Mobllo No. - 9436561111

NARAYAN KONWAR, IAS
Secretary lo the Govl. of Assum

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Gargaon College Student’s
Union is going to publish an annual Students’ Magazine titled
‘Gargayan’ to reflect the creativity of the young and rising writers.

I extend my best wishes to all the students, officials, authors, staff etc.,
involved in the publication of the magazine and wish that this College
Magazine will be successful in spreading light to the readers.

| wish you all success in the publication of the College Magazine.

o
Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Education Department



DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

DIBRUGARH | PIN-786 004 | ASSAM
Phone : 0373-2370239 (Off.), Email : ve@dibru.ac.in

Prof. Jiten Hazarika, msc, Ph D, PGDOR
Vice-Chancellor

Message

The most relevant point about Gargaon is that the place bears an enormously rich
heritage from the historical perspective, being the capital of the Ahom Kingdom for
mote than a century and a half from 1539 A.D, wherein the seven-storied Royal
Palace of the Ahom kings, /%, the Kareng Ghar still stands proudly amongst several
other unique and ancient monuments. In Gargaon, the Gargaon College was established
in the year 1959, which is considered to be one of the oldest and most illustrious
institutions of higher education within the state of Assam.

It gives me immense pleasure to know about the launch of the annual magazine of
the college, #., Gargayan. This remarkable publication reflects the creative brilliance,
dedication, and hard work of everyone involved with the college that has been
working relentlessly for the development of the learners as well as the furtherance
of social good with a commitment to achieve excellence in higher learning, The
pages of Gargayan undoubtedly have been the focal point of the diverse talents and
perspectives that thrive within the community. From thought-provoking articles to
captivating artwork, this magazine encapsulates the essence of the academic year
gone by, creating a lasting record of the intellectual and artistic journey of the
institution.

May this edition of the publication serve as an inspiration to future generations of
students, encouraging them to embrace their creativity, express their ideas, and
contribute to the vibrant tapestry of knowledge and artistry. I commend the editorial
team, faculty advisors, and the countless contributors who have poured their passion
into crafting each section of the issue. Your commitment to excellence is evident,
and it is this commitment that elevates the reputation of your institution as a hub of
intellectual and creative exploration.

May this magazine continue to be a beacon of intellectual cutiosity and artistic
expression for years to come.

Wishing you all the best for a prosperous future,

Dated Dibrugarh,
The 6th March, 2024 (Jiten Mlazarika)
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bher, dang, pura, don were
used. But in case of smaller
amounts units like ser,
adher, poa, chatak, tola,
ana, rati (1/96th of a
tola) were applied....
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It isto noted that while the
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etc. were found to be used

in upper Assam, the smaller
units like ser, adher, poa,
chatak, kera, ganda were found
to be much popular in Kamrup
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Ffarz— "As for the riches we wanted them not,
having found good store in graves. It beings this
people custom to enter with their dead, their best
apparel money and greatest part of their servents
whom they buy to bear their masteries company.”
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The Economic Scenario During the
Ahom Kingdom of Assam

Himashree Phukon
4th semester, Dept of Economics

The Ahom came to Assam from a region
called Yunan, in the South East Asiain search of
cultivalble land. It is to note that Sukhapha, the
founder of the Ahom dynasty in Assam came from
his homeland with a small group of followers to
Assam. With the expansion of the territory of the
Ahom Kingdom, the king became the owner of
the dl types of land. Epigraphical records suggest
that land was classified in the different categeories,
such as cultivated and uncultivated land with its
different sub categories. The sub-categoriesinclude
rupit land i.e. land brought under permanent
cultivation and pharingati ie land lying uncultivated,
marshy land and forest lands were called dolani
and habi respectively.

Rice wasthe staple food during the Ahom
period in medieval Assam, it is notworthy that the
Ahom were accustomed with the skill of wet rice
cultivation and they introduced the skill of wet rice
cultivation in the newly settled region ie. Assam.
The introduction of wet rice cultivation had been
the prime mover to the growth of the economy
of the state.

The Ahom rulers had adopted severa
measures to srengthen their administration. Among
these, the paik or khel system has great politica

and economic importance. In the paik system,
every male between the age group 16 to 50 had
to render services for the state. Initiadly there
where four members in a unit of paiks but later
on it was reduced to three paiks. The Paik system
had played significant role in the economy of the
gate. The sate alloted two purans of revenue free
cultivable land to each Paiks in return for their
personal service to the state. Trade was carried
on usudly through barter and circulation of money
was limited. With the increase of external trade
since the region of Rudra Singha, there was a
carresponding increase in the circulation of money.
Due to trade with Tibet, a coin of Jayadhwas
Singha carries a single Chinese character on each
side reading Zang Bao. Another point by which
we can understand the trade relation of Ahoms
with other nations is through the use of silver coins.
It is to be noted that there are no silver mines
in the North-East or in the rest of India, so the
metal entered as a result of trade.

Thus it can be concluded that the Ahom
rulars developed an efficient economy which
accelarated the rule of the Ahom for long 600
years in medieval Assam.

ol e e



Social Media
and Young
Generation

Nibedita Borgohain
6th Semester, Economics Department

In today's life, socia mediais developing
rapidly. It is used by many people al over the
world. Socia media is especially very popular
among the youths. Social mediaisatool that has
become immensely popular among all generations
due to its user- friendly interface. It has
been noticed that the kidsaremostly .~
attracted to socia media and the/ [~
major users are of their age,
which is both remarkable and
frightening a the sametime.

Six Degress founder
Andrew Weinreich,
sometimes, referred to asthe
father of social networking,
created his platform to help
people connect with people they
did not know. The Swedhish socia
networking website Lunar Storm,
origindly called StajlPgjs, was launched
in 1996. The ste, founded by Rickard
Eriksson, was renamed Lunar Storm in
2000 and has been described as The World's first
socia media on the internet’ by the founder.

Social media is a collective term for
websites and applications that focus on
communication, community based input, interaction,
content sharing and collaboration. People use
socia media to stay in touch and interact with
friends, family and various communities. However,
there are many young people who cannot control
themselves and are addicted to social media.
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There are both postive and negative sides of socid
media. Addiction to social media has many serious
effects, including poor study habits, living away
from reality and bad hedth.

Addiction to socid media makes the youth
have bad grades in studies. Students check their
cellphones every five minutes as to what is going
in social media. Moreover, not only at school but
aso a home these young students who are
addicted to social media do not do exercise or
read new lessons before going to school, because
they are busy with social media.

Young people who are addicted to social
media can live far away from reality. Because of
using a cellphone all day, they will not have time
for outdoor activities such as playing sports on
camping. In particular, socia media and teen
depresson are closdly linked. Furthermore,

over use of the apps exposes teens
to cyberbullying, body imege issues
and tech addiction and results
in less time spent doing hedlthy
real world activities.
Moreover, multiple studies
have found a link between
heavy social media and an
increased risk for depression,
anxiety, londiness, saif-harm
and even suicidal thoughts.
Social media helps in
building relationships, share
expertise, increase Vvisibility,
establishing authority, building business
etc. The lastest statistics shows that
Facebook continues to reign strong in the world
of social media.

In conclusion, dthough using social media
has many benefits in our lives, addiction to social
media is not good. It will have awful influences
on studying, make us live away from reality and
have bad effects on health. In order to avoid being
addicted to socia media, young people should
spend more time playing sports, studying and
taking part in various activities.
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Deepshikha Kalita
6th semester, Dept of Botany

Forest is the primary source of nature
where all the biotic and abiotic components
intertwine with each other. There are 4 tiger
reserves, 5 elephant reserves, 2 biosphere reserves,
1 Ramsar wetland sites, 2 UNESCO natural
heritage dtes, 6 national parks and as many as
52 wildlife sanctuaries in Assam; thus making it
one of the potentid biological hotspot of the world.
Among al the natural forest areas, Dehing Patkai
Wildlife Sanctuary occupies a special mention.

Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary is
geographicdly located in Dibrugarh and Tinsukia
Districts of Assam and comes under the forest
division of Digboi and Dibrugarh. Dehing Patkal
covers an area of 111.19 sq km rainforest. It is
the only patch of virgin rainforest in Assam which
is interspersed with lush green and semi-evergreen
flora that are deciduous in nature. The forest is
often referred to as the 'Amazon of the East’ owing
to its expanse and the thick forest. Dehing Patkai
primarily consists of three parts : Jeypore upper
Dehing Patkai (River) amd Diror rainforest. On
13th June 2004 it was declared as a wildlife
sanctuary under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
and became the 13th wildlife sanctuary of Assam.
This sanctuary is dso a part of the Dehing-Patkal

Elephant reserve. The forest further spreads over
in the Tirap and Changlang digtricts of Arunachal
Pradesh.

There are more tahan a dozen different

ethnic groups living in the area including the
indigenous Assamese communities, particularly Ta
Phake, Khamyang, Khamti, Singpho, Ahom,
Kaibarta, Morans and Motok.
Flora : The flora of the forest has many unique,
rare and diversified groups of plants. Many plants
and species of herbs, shrubs and trees of various
Szes are seen throughout the forest. Severd exotic
species of orchids, abundant ferns, epiphytes, wild
banana, arums, climbers are found in this forest
habitat . Important trees are : Mekai, Dhuna,
Udiyam, Nahor, Sam, Kothal, Hollock, Au-tenga
€tC.

The Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary was
identified as an Elephant reserve on 17th April,
2003 under the Project Elephant by the Indian
Government. The sanctuary is the haven for
entomologists and lepidopterologids, asit hosts a
wide range of butterfly species that are extremly
rare. Thus, Dehing Patkai occupies a distinct and
important position among the biological hotspots
of Assam.
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Romanticism

Kowshik Deka
T.D.C. 6" Semester

Romanticism (also known as the Romantic movement or Romantic
era) was an artidic, literary, musical, and intellectual movement that originated
in Europe towards the end of the 18" century, and in most areas was at
its peak in the period approximately from 1800 to 1850.

Romanticism and its nature may be approached from the primary
importance of the free expression of the feelings of the artist.

For the expression of these fedlings, it was considered that content
of art had to come from the imagination of the artist, with aslittle interference
as possible from “artificial” rules dictating what a work should consist of.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and others believed there were natural laws the
imagination—at least of agood crestive artis—would unconscioudly follow
through artistic inspiration if left alone. As well as rules, the influence of
models from other works was considered to impede the creator’s own
imagination, so that originality was essential. The concept of the genius, or
artist who was able to produce his own original work through this process
of creation from nothingness, is key to Romanticism, and to be derivative
wastheword sin. Thisideais often called “romantic origindity”. Trandator
and prominent Romantic August Wilhelm Schlegel argued in his Lectures
on Dramatic Arts and Letters that the most phenomenal power of human
nature is its capacity to divide and diverge into opposite directions.

Not essential to Romanticism, but so widespread asto be normetive,
was a drong bdief and interest in the importance of nature. Thisis particularly
in the effect of nature upon the artist when he is surrounded by it, preferably
alone. In contrast to the usually very socia art of the Enlightenment,
Romantics were distrustful of the human world, and tended to believe a
close connection with nature was mentally and morally healthy. Romantic
art addressed its audiences with what wasintended to be felt as the persona
voice of the artist. So, in literature, “much of romantic poetry invited the
reader to identify the protagonists with the poets themselves’.
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Narco-Terrorism : Shattering
Dreams of the Youth

Kaustavmoni Bhuyan
Dept. of Geology, 3rd Semester

In our society for several decades
long the ‘war on-drugs and the more recent
‘war on terror’ have found common ground
in countering the threat of narco-terrorism. The
concept of narco-terrorism originates from an
understanding that the two phenomena of narcotica
trafficking and terrorism are interconnected and
subsequently that a coordination of anti-drug and antiterror
policy can be used, and is necessary, to effectively dea with
both threats.

The destructive aspect of narco-terrorism can shift
the way of life of anyone. Recent studies of different scholars
have found that the most affected by the process are the
young generations. Poverty, lack of opportunities,
unemployment, and social excluson can make young
people vulnerable to exploitation by drug cartels. To
increase terror in society, some people approach these
youngsters and provide drugs. Slowly the availability of
drugs starts to reduce their thinking ability. These products
give ingtant happiness and secretion of feel-good hormoneslike dopamine,
oxytocin etc. By the frequent use of drugs, youngsters reach a stage
where they cannot live without drugs. At that point unethical people use
them to create social disharmony and here the dreams of a young guy
gets shattered.

After the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan, an alarming increase in drug
smuggling is seen. The latest United Nations World Drug Report estimates that in
2020, Afghanistan had 2.24 lakh hectares area under opium cultivation, representing
over 75 per cent of illicit opium cultivation worldwide. In recent news, huge tons
of drugs were seized at Gujarat Port through the ships which came to India.

Strengthening law enforcement and raisng awareness are the only ways to
stop the narco-terrorism amongst the youngsters. A nation can develop if the young
generations are safe. Indiais a country with the world's largest youth population.
Some small steps can make great differences. Similarly the measures taken by
government will help the nation to achieve a sustainable growth and a safe future.
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Nil Battey Sannata :
A General Review

Masumee Saikia
6th Semester, Department of English

Name of the film

. Nil Battey Sannata

Director - Ashwiny lyer Tiwari

Producer : Anand L. Rai, Ajay G Ral, Alan Mcalex
Genre : Comedy, Motivational

Duration : 104 minutes

Language . Hindi

Music : Rohan - Vinayak

Date of release . September, 2015

"Nil Battey Sannata' (colloquid: Good
For Nothing) is a fabulous debut film by
director Ashwiny lyer Tiwari, written by lyer
herself along with the co writers Neerg
Singh, Nitesh Tiwari and Panka] Choudhary
and produced by Anand L. Rai, Ajay G. Rai
and Alan Mcaex. Themovieisinternationaly
released with the title "The New Classmate”.
The movie focuses on "Chanda Sahay" (
casted : Swara Bhaskar), a high- school drop-
out as well as a maid and her daughter "
"Apeksha Sahay "(casted : Riya Shukla), who
is a sullen young girl, who is not interested
in studies, but wants to be amaid . The film
gives an important message of the individual's

right to dream and power to fulfill the
dreams irrespective of their socia status.
Chanda Sahay tries her best to make
her daughter well a established person unlike
her. But her daughter is completely not
interested in studies. She is promoted to
10th grade, but her motive is to be a maid
rather than clearing the final board exam. Dr.
Diwan, where Chanda works as amaid, finds
out several ways for the progress in Apekshas
study. But all results come out as futile. Then
she comes to a final solution that Chanda
herself must go to the same school where
Apeksha studies, so that she could make
Apeksha study and motivated. Though Chanda
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takes admission in Apekshas school, but
things go wrong. Apeksha feels ashamed and
asks her not to come to her class. But
Chanda is resolute. She continues to come
to school and gradually she progressesin her
studies. She meets a Deputy Collector
incidentally. Inspired by
him, she motivates ==
Apekshato join Civil |
Services. But she
seems completely =~
uninterested. One day
Apeksha steals her
mother's  savings.
Becoming helplessand -
heart- broken Chanda
leaves school and starts
todo hard labour so that
she could help her
daughter financially to be
an educated person.
Though
misunderstands Chanda,
but when she comes to
know her mother's dreams
regarding her futureand her @
hard toil, she changes
herself and apologizesto her
mother. She decides to fulfill
her mother's dream. And to know what
happened to Apeksha and her mother later,
the readers must watch the film.

The cinematography by Gavemic V.
Ary, lighting, costumes and other technical
effects in the film are very realistic. They

Apeksha - s 7

have used several symbols like a moving
train behind tensed Chanda to symbolise
her endless thoughts,colourful threads at
the very starting of the film to symbolise
a teenager's colourful dreams etc. The
_ music by Rohan -
275 Vinayak is also heart-
melting.
The cast are

-

s e

EY . — successful in realistic

portrayal of the
characters. Apart
_ from the two female
protagonists, Pankaj
Tripathi (starring as
the principal), Ratna

- Pathak Shah
(starring as Dr.
Diwan) and Sanjay

_ Suri (starring as
the collector)
amazingly play

their role as
ﬁ motivational
== characters.

e 2 Significantly the
e e film has won
Filmfare Award

for the Best Debut Director award in the

62nd Filmfare Festival. Apart from this,
Swara Bhaskar (as Chanda Sahay) won the
Screen Award for Best Actress (critics) and
Riya Shukla wins Screen Award for Best
Children Artist. Later the film was remade
in Tamil.
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"Current
Feding"- This is
What | Realised

Pallabi Handique
6th Semester, English Department

After you left, father | found out that this
world is self-seeking. Everyone wants to be
friendly, but no one wants to listen. Judgements
are so quick. If you wear a smile on your face
that means you are happy. Peole say, after losing
you, | lost my smile. Mother says, from now |
should think twice, before stepping forward to do
something because something might go wrong. No
one is there to put my broken pieces back. This
world isfull of fake people. | want to talk to you,
want to speak everything about whats happend
to me. During these past few years. | cannot even
speak my heart out. It will make others call me
dramatic. These nightmares are not letting me deep
and even these fireflies got bored of me.
| ask the moon and stars :

Where is my father?
Father, your absence
makes me feel empty

and a damaged

soul, who is now tired of
these rules of the world
After you left, this is what
| realised.

Childhood :
The Golden Period

Roshmi Borgohain
4th Semester, Zoology Department

Childhood is the best phase of our lives.
No other phase of life can beat this. Being an
adult 1 always cherish my days back then. We
were so carefree, we ran in the open fields
under the vast sky as if we owned the world.
Nowdays forget running in the open fields,
people do not have time for even going on an
evening walk with their beloved ones. In our
childhood, we would spend hours and hoursin
water, playing, swimming, catching fish asif all
the rivers and seas belonged to us. Oh! how
beautiful the days were. | still remember how
| used to run back home from school tension
free, throwing my bag and uniform all over the
room and directly sitting in front of television
to watch Doraemon. Maa would shout from the
kitchen to wash our hands and feet and then
she would bring us meals, yummy delicious
meals. But now, to be honest, do we seriously
have time to sit with our parents to just talk
to them? No, we don't. Even if we have time
we would dig into our mobile phones. Such is
the redlity!

| just can't describe the magic everyone's
childhood holds. The memories for a lifetime.
Those childhood friends still hold a high place
inour lives. | just miss everything! Oh! how |
wish | could go back!!!
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Colors in Glass

Sukanya Duwarah
6th semester, English department

The dimly lit shops of Ferozabad are filled
with brightly colored glass bangles that
outshine the gloomy atmosphere of the
place. Years have rolled down since Alfaz's great-
grandparents settled down here in search of a
better place after fleeing from the tortures of the
Partition. Alfaz's father was sx years old when he
witnessed his family being vehemently tortured for
not migrating to the newly created land for
Musdlims, and deciding to stay back in India,
“Abba, why did you settle here instead of
moving to the nearby land?’ asked Alfaz.
“Son, my grandfather was a true patriot,
who participated in the Independence movement
againg the British. He did not sacrifice his life for
his family to settle down in adifferent country than
the one he died fighting for. My father never
wanted to get out of thisland, because it was his
home, where his childhood bloomed, and youth
prospered. Therefore, our family decided to stay
back in India, despite facing persecution,”
Alfaz displayed a lot of enthusiasm in
listening to the stories of Partition from hisfather,
while he was moulding the bangles. Alfaz sat
beside his father on the ground and watched his
father wipe his sweat to constantly mould bangles
and colour them in the dim atmosphere. The
generations of bangle makers in Ferozabad had
survived amidst poverty while retaining therr tradition
well. Every family here is a bangle maker,
manufacturing thousands of pieces every month.
It was like a tradition here to take up the job
of bangle-making &fter their fathers, however, Alfaz
was quire different.
He wished to study and make a name for
himself so that his family could end this job and
live the rest of their lives in peace. The bitter truth,

(%wc[ 09%0%'%
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however, was that his parents couldn’t afford the
cost of his education. He ventured around the local
school during the daytime and completed his
school education likewise. However, none of his
family members have acquired higher education in
the past as their means of livelihood was already
destined i.e bangle making,

Alfaz was indeed good in academics and
had a keen interest in the language left by the
British. In hisfree time he strolled around the local
book shops of the town and gazed at the English
magazines and periodicals. The shopkeeper, being
kind enough also gifted him a few books every
month which helped Afza to develop hisvocabulary
to a great extent.

“So what have you learned today?’ asked
his father

“Today | studied about the different writers
of English literature in a newspaper article. There
was agreat dramatist called Shakespeare who is
the greatest dramatist of English literature,” he
replied.

Daysrolled by and Alfaz enrolled himself
in the loca college. During the day, he attended
his classes, while at night he spent histime painting
the glass bangles, which made him earn a few
amount of money, Through this money, he paid
the college fees and regtularly attended the classes.
AJfaz’'s mother worked as amaid in the bungalow
of an industry owner. She gave a portion of her
salary to Alfaz for his education. Witnessing the
extreme pain and turmoil that his parents sufféred
in order to make him an able man, Alfaz's eyes
turned moist.

Suddenly, there was alot of humdrumsin
the factory, and everybody was rushing towards
the furnace, Afzal dropped his painting brush and
stood up in order to get an idea of the matter.
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“What happened uncle? Why is everyone
screaming and running towards the furnace?’ he
asked one of the elderly men who was of the age
of his father.

“Thereisafirein the furnace, people are
throwing water but the fire has not stopped yet,”
he replied.

The man finished the sentence and ran to
fetch a bucket of water. Alfaz remembered that
his father had been working in the furnace since
morning. He rushed towards the furnace without
wasting any more time.

The scene that Alfaz witnessed in the
furnace had horrified him to the core of his heart.
The room was filled with black smoke with a
pungent smell lingering in the air. Alfaz searched
for his father who was nowhere to be seen. He
pushed away through the people and moved
forward. The scene that his eyes gazed upon had
made his bones shiver to the core. A half-burnt
body was lying on the floor with the fire having
completely taken away its life, Alfaz went nearer
and sat down in utter shock. The fire had been
extinguished by then, but the lifeless body was
lying there.

"Your father was working here when the
fire spread across the room. He didnt find a way
out and gave his life here," said one of the men.

Alfaz broke down into tears while the men
tried to console him.

Days passed and Alfaz continued to survive
with the memories of his late father. The saddest
part wasthat he had to take up the work of bangle
making in order to support his small family. His

days and nights passed inside the factory, and he
grew distant and silent. His love for English
literature had to be surrendered before the
circumstances of life. Day and night, his time flew
away amidst fire and bangles, and he had no time
to think about any of his aims.

A postman arrived at the door of Alfaz’'s
house while he was getting ready for his busy day.
The man dropped a letter in his hands and left
the scene. Alfaz opened the letrer and started
reading the words.

G

Warm greetings on your side. Hope this
letter reaches you happy and hedlthy.

We are very happy to announce that you
have been selected for the post of Assistant to
the Generd Manager of Skylark Industries. Please
vist our office tomorrow to confirm your
acceptance.

Alfaz was shocked and confused at the
same time. As far as his memory took him, he
had not applied for this post. He cdled his mother
and asked her about the matter.

“Son, before the day of your father's
death, he had travelled to the city, because he
heard of a job vacancy in a company. He had
faith in your talent and wanted you to be settled
in your life. Therefore, he took your college
marksheet and other credentials and applied for
the pog. He wanted to surprise you, but he himself
didn’t survive to see his dream being accomplished
today,” Alfaz's mother broke down in tears while
Alfaz stood there like someone haunted by a
ghostly figure.

solved.

-

Life is not a problem to be solved,
but a reality to be faced,
A mystery to be lived, not a riddle to be

-Soren Kierkegaard
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Regret

Arpana Sonowal
2nd Semester, Geology Department

The retired typist, Gita is now seventy
years old. She is leaning on an armchair sipping
the black-coffee and listening to the music of the
pale dark and incessant rainfall that could hardly
be seen in the cold winter evenings. Kiran, her
grandchild, is heard shouting at his mother, re-
guesting her to fix the 'broken car' which was
recently bought from the Sunday market. Gita
smiles at the voice of Kiran as she feels a sense
of peace and camness. His voice reminds Gita
of her childhood when at times she carelesdy flew
like afree bird enjoying each bygone moment not
necessarily knowing about the future.

Gitaisin her last days. Even chemo could
not help her in getting rid of the well known deadly
disease which is rapidly spreading throughout her
body. She recalls the tattoo she made on her
shoulder with a deep sense of regret which is
taking away her life owly.

All of a sudden, Kiran runs near her and
whisphersinto her ears, 'Grandma. Please fix my
broken car, mother could not mend it, you see,
it is not running smoothly. Gita's wrinkled eyes
looks into the car, she touches the tender palms
of her grandchild and says somethingsin life should
be fixed by your own.

Gitatakes another sip of the coffee. Like
the broken car she remembers her broken dreams
that she once wanted to pursue her career as an
orator, wanting to be a public magnet, attracting
alarge number of audience with her motivational
speeches. Her parents were indifferent towards
her dream, according to them, only a government
job could render a safe and secured life. Her

aspiration to be a good orator has been shattered
and she understood that in those days parents of
the middle class family usually opted for a gov-
ernment job for their children.

While Kiran is playing with the fixed
broken car, Gitaregretsthat she could not fix the
relationship of her parents. Her soul shattered each
time she had seen the scar marks on the body
of her mother. She regrets, had she raised voice
against her father she might have led a happier
life. Gita could still see the blood stains dripping
out of her mother's forehead when her father
knowingly bumped a glass on her head.

She saysto hersdf, "Regrets are a degpest
form of mistake. If one was contented with the
mistake he or she committed in the past, what is
the use of regretting over the same mistake in the
future"

Sitting on the armchair, she ruminated, how
even if she didiked, salwar-kameez was her only
option. Gita looks on the ground and could see
that she is wearing her non-favourite pair of green
dipper. She regrets why she did not wear the most
trendy skirts and gladiators which were in those
days available in the market. Gita looked at the
clock, it was 6.00 pm. She called in for Kiran,
but the little one was too busy playing with the
broken car. Holding the coffee cup, she folded
her knees and sat more comfortably in the
armchair wrapping a quilt over her body.

After awhile, Kiran ran to his grandma
asking her to share stories with him as the rain
ended. He could hear the dogs barking outside
the window as if they could see something
mysterious. Kiran knew that his grandmother loved
the smell of petrichor. He tried to pull her hands
when all of a sudden, the cup fell from her hand,
making a cracking sound. The grandchild stood
dill as he redized his grandmawas no more. Kiran
regrets now had he came alittle earlier, when she
was calling his name, may be for a while or so,
she could have shared the last wish with him.
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Gratitude

\
Roshmi Borgohain v \( i
4th Semester, Zoology Department Aot \ %

A long time ago, there was a huge
apple tree. A little boy loved to come and play
around it always. He climbed to the treetop,
ate the apples, and took a nap under its
shadow.

He loved the tree and the tree
loved to play with him. Time went by,
the little boy had grownupand he |~ .. - vy
no longer played around the tree /7 ot o ACESF
everyday, A 2 B}

One day, the boy came back
to the tree and he looked sad.

"Come and play with me", the tree
asked the boy.

"I am no longer akid, | do not play around
trees any more" the boy replied.

"I want toys. | need money to buy them."

"Sorry, but | do not have money, but you can pick all my
apples and sell them. So, you will have money."”

The boy was excited. He plucked all the apples on the tree
and left happily. The boy never came back after he had picked up
the apples. The tree was sad.

One day, the boy who now turned into a man returned and
the tree was excited.

"Come and play with me", the tree said.

"I do not have time to play. | have to work for my family.
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We need a house for shelter. Can you help me?'

"Sorry, but | do not have any house. But
you can chop off my branches to build your
house." So the man took all the branches of the
tree and left happily. The tree was glad to see
him happy but the man never came back since
then. The tree was again lonely and sad.

One hot summer day, the man returned
and the tree was delighted.

"Come and sit with me!" the tree said.

"l amngetting old. | wart to go salling to relax
myself. Can you give me a boat?', sad the man.

"Use my trunk to build your boat. You can
sail far away and be happy.”

So, the man cut the tree trunk to make
a boat. He went sailing and never showed up for
along time.

Finally, the man returned after many years.
"Sorry, my boy. But | do not have anything for
you anymore. No more apples for you", the tree
said. "No problem, | do not have any teeth to
bite", the man replied.

"No more trunk for you to climb on."

"l amtoo old for that now", the man said.
"I really cannot give you anything, the only thing
left is my dying roots', the tree said with tears.

"I do not need much now, just a place
to rest. | amtired after al these years', the man
replied.

"Good! Old trees are the best place to
lean on and rest, come st down with me and rest.”
The man sat down and the tree was glad and
smiled with tears. Thisisastory of everyone. The

treeis like our parents. When we are young, we
love to play with our Mum and Dad. When we
grow up, we leave them, we only come to them
when we need something or when we are in
trouble. No matter what, parents will always be
there and give everything they could just to make
you happy.

You may think the boy is cruel to thetree,
but that is how all of us treat our parents. We
take them for granted; we don't appreciate all they
do for us, until it's too late.

Moral
Treat your parents with loving care ... For

you will know their value, when you see their
empty chair ... Parents love and support is
incomparable.

We all love you, You know its true,

So why do you feel the way that you do?

You're so beautiful and smart.

We love you with al our heart.

You say you're sad, but you don't show it.

Looking at you, we wouldn't know it.

You don't need this, can't you see?

There're so many great things

That you can be!

You can talk to us, we will always be there

Honey we know life isn't always fair.

Just take a deep breath and count to five,

Now pull yourself together and

Hold your up head high!

We never know the love of our parents for
us, till we become parents.

The art of live is more like the art of h
wrestling than dancing,
It requires a flexible and yielding

digposition.

—Arlstotlg
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Good Times are Fleeting You

Mrinmoyee Gogoi
6th Semester, English Department

suddenly the cruel hands of destiny scratched

its deepest scar on my life. | am Rajdeep
Sharma a teenager of 17 years, who became a
victim of sow death.

It was always phenomenal vast tea gar-
dens, to observe the animation of the horizon
flaunting their tender greenery, through the win-
dows of my car. We visited dad everytime during
vacation, who resided in the old bungalow amidst
the beautiful tea gardens at the outskirts of the
city. My father had renewed tea cultivation. | dong
with my mom and elder sister Ramu live in the
city. Mom often used to inscribe her thoughts in
paper, producing her novels and poems which won
her a prominent identity in the field of literature.

| was fifteen then. | became serious with
my studies, for | was appearing for the board
exam. | aso enjoyed partying with friends, clicking
photos, participating in various competitions and
mostly in the company of my five best friends
Anubhab, Sourav, Amar, Rhea and Borsha, after
all, it was the last year at school. School life was
over al a chamber of awesomeness. Books,
homework, calling names, infatuation, exhibitions,
functions, punishment, jumping into the tiffin boxes
al these were very common those days.

After the schools and tuitions were over

I t was 2010 and life was going on well when

| used to come back home and relish mom made
dishes. That lady is my biggest possession and my
asset. And my biggest fear too : for she would
beat me with anything that ranged from her comb
to the hot ladle, whenever | annoyed her. When-
ever Ranu came from hostel, our rivalries would
get started. | dwaystook utter delight in extracting
tokens and treats from her just in return of keeping
her secrets concealed from mom. Our quarrels
were witnessed by every rising sun till it set.

Blessings and best wishes came from
everyone as exams approached. The night before
my first exam brought me zero sleep. But | did
well in my exams. My hard work was reaping
good fruits. As the examsfinished, the anxiety for
results were at its heights.

It was on my result day when Principal
gir called mom early morning. His words over the
phone were your son has doneit. He brought glory
to our school! Yeah ... | secured 4th rank in the
gate. My joys knew no bound ... exhilaration was
all over. The news channels made me a celebrity.
| got repeated kisses from my teachers! Wow ...
that was my day, but what harbingered placidity
to my heart was that glow of bliss and pride that
glistened on my parent's face. My crazy sister
aready sarted distributing sweetsto the students.
Her worst brother turned the best one that day,
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but yes she was the one who stayed up late at
night just to cater to my needs. She was obviously
a God sent sister.

Asit was decided earlier that, we will meet
after our results, so | met all my five best friends
at the river side for the last time. We were there
to bid adieu to one another aswe were departing
and going to boarding schools. The weather was
wet that day. It was breezing around. Due to the
heavy monsoon showers the river was flowing in
arushing stream.

Amar wanted to take a group photo and
so we posed and faced the river and just then
it happened which shook our lives forever. In a
blink of the eye, Amar got lost. We could only
hear his scream at he dipped into the river. We
were al dumb founded and put to a shock. The
river washed him away. It was so complicated and
confusing that our brains stopped functioning. We
did not knew, what to do, should we have fled
or searched for Amar? We requested Borsha and
Rhea to leave the place but they inssted to stay
with us. No nightmare was as furious as that. We
searched but found no trace of Amar. The river
glided along ruthlessly and we broke down to
tears.

The first for news, caled the reporters
there in no time. Soon rumours were circulated
all over. We were handed over to the police. The
reporters exaggerated everything. They accused us
of the murder of Amar. They fabricated a cock
and bull story to ruin our reputation. They said
that we were found intoxicated. They in fact
embroidered the issue saying that the girls were
inillicit condition with the boys. That news flashed
in every T.V. screen, our defamation entertained
the people. We were soon regarded as the
emerging parasites of the society. Three dayslater
Amar's deadbody was found floating near Doha
bridge, his mother was said to have gone mad

after that.

Our parents incurred heavy fines for our
bail, my sister became the butt of all her friend's
jokes, mom dowly lost her dignity and respect in
the society. Dad was also repelled. They all
contemplated in gloom. Deep down it echoed
within me"its not my fault!" Listen to me. But the
world shrank to a confined sphere of deaf and
judgemental people. Random thoughts made our
minds so noisy. We had deepless nights. Our self
esteem and peace of mind were lost. Our aca-
demic atmosphere, social life, future everything
were destroyed. We could not face anyone.
Everyone mocked at us, as murderers, drug
addicts and molesters. Our well wishers spitted
on us. My school in which | was a jewel once
shut al its doors for me. My parents were
ashamed of me. That incident numbed us forever.

Today is 2nd July, 2012. | amin Malaysa,
miles away from my soil. Far away from the aroma
of my tea gardens. The chord that bound me with
my best friends got shattered. | have lost al my
contacts with them, no one tried to contact even.
My friend Amar was dead today exactly a year
ago. It was an incident not a murder. But media
certainly murdered the rest of us. | have trans-
formed into an animating corpse.

These are my last words. Mom, Ranu,
Dad .... | love you all. | have been a constant
disappointment to you, but | did not make any
mistake ... it was an accident. Why would | kill
my best friend? Mediais soulless. Don't listen to
them. For me its better to burn out than fade away.
A few drops of poison will certainly act as an
antidote to on my pain. As| am dlitting my wrist,
| hope that blood that oozes out will wash away
all your agonies. May you dl live in peace without
me! Thank you for all the good times that you
have given me. But good times are fleeting.

Last salutations to you all ...

Goodbye ... | quit.
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Another Sar Crossed Lovers

Deepanwita Borpatragohain
4th Semester, English Department

wonders why did everything goes wrong.
aybe, it was during the time when she met

im for the first time. She had never thought
that she would love him to the point she wished
to be dead, when he left her. Richa, a writer, is
someone amost near the point of perfection. She
has got the fame she worked so hard for. But
the journey to her success was aso a journey of
gratefulness and regret.

She is someone pure and enchanting,
tangled up with the complex people. Sheisaraw
person, she doesn't know the complexities of
human world, she just likes to go with the flow.
That's how she has been living. And he was
someone who gave nameto her pure soul. Joseph
was a Chrigtian boy whom she met in her blooming
twenties at the same university she was going to.
He was someone who felt so close to her, yet
so distant. They had felt something, but certainly
was yet to come.

She dways looked for him. But he couldnt
reciprocate her fondness for him. He was an
orphan, grew up in an orphanage, he didn't want
love, he wanted a name for himself, that he knew
was the mogt crucial thing of hislife. He tried hard
to avoid every encounter with her, but he couldn't
resst himself any further. He knew it would never
work out but still wanted to go with his heart.

She, too knew it was something where she could
never predict the ending. It was sad. Their love
was sad, yet so elegant.

"Richa, | know we love each other. But
| fear | cannot walk with you till the end.” It was
something he would often say, but she couldn't
resst hersdf from giving her whole heart towards
him. Her family knew about it. They even locked
her up, refraining her to meet him, but she,
somehow assured her that she would still choose
him. He was someone who fostered the courage
in her, she knew herself better through him. For
him, she could write thousands of poems. He lived
in every poem of hers. He was her brightest star
and she was his moon, keeping her bright under
his sparkle. He didn't want to lean on someone,
neither he wanted someone to lean on him as well.
He knew she wasn't the person, but he aso knew
she was the person who gave life to his soulless
life.

Richas family wanted to marry her off to
Uttam who was a surgeon. Her family couldn't
afford her high flying dreams. She wanted to fly
high, like the limitless sky. On the day of gradu-
ation, Joseph disappeared. She didn't know why
he did that. Her family had taken away her phone,
all they could do was sending letters. But it too
stopped. He stopped sending her letters.
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Richa is now in her mid thirties. She
married Uttam. He is someone who makes her
feel free. Heislike afriend to her. She has been
grateful towards him, but this gratefulness has
never turned into a feeling of liking. It was like
afedling of friendship, like platonic soulmates. She
had an accident a year ago and her heart was
transplanted. She seems to change after this. She
is an aspiring writer, but she feels like she has
grown up now, like emotionally.

One day, Richa found some letters in
Uttam's study. She opened them. They are Joseph's
letter for her, the very letter she has aways longed
for. She feels betrayed, she tries to understand.
But what makes her fragile is because it isn't a
trivia matter to her. It'sakind of storm, but quite
caming yet so effective. She stands up. She wants
to meet him, not just as someone she likes, but
for the sake of humanity, she wantsto meet him.

Upon reaching the orphanage, she asks a
man. "Do you know Joseph?' Suddenly his
expressions change, he grows cold towards her.

"Who are you?' He asked her sternly.

"I am Richa Sharma. Joseph wasmy ...."

"Lover?' She gets shocked.

"What?'

"Sorry to say, he is no more. He died a
year ago. Thanks to him, someone is alive right

"What are you saying?'

"I am his closest friend. We grew up
together in this orphanage. He really loved you.
He didn't even marry anyone. Your family threat-
ened him. He was worried to death when you
didn't send him any letters. He kept sending you.
Haven't you got them?"

"I didn't get any letter. But | did send him
letters.”

"Maybe your family did."

"You said he passed away?'

"Do you think 1 am kidding right now?'

"I don't know. | just cannot accept this."

"A year ago, | hit alady and Joseph was
withme. | didn't get hurt much, but he was brutally
hurt. But he was saved but at that time the lady
whom | hit was in the worst condition. He even
went to see her. She had lower chances to live.
He donated his heart for her."

Sheis shaking. Every part of her body has
been shaken. She dso met with an accident a year
ago, but her mind is thinking the worst.

"Did the accident by any chance take
place near a post office?’

"Yes. How do you know?'

Everything seems to make sense now. He
was with her at every point of her life. He is the
reason and her heart is so heavy right now,
everything seems to be worthless. The fame, the
life she is living, everything so far, seems to be
invain.

"How do you know?' He looks at her.
"Are you fine?'

"I know the lady you hit."

"Really?' He runs away and comes with
a paper. "Can you give this to her? Joseph wrote
a letter for her."

She opens the letter and reads it.

"Richa, if any chance you are reading this,
| don't want you to blame yourself. My love for
you will remain forever. | don't expect anything
inreturn. Live your life to the fullest. Kegp shining
forever.

She cannot stop her tears. "Can | see his
crematory?' He leads the way. She looks at his
crematory. Joseph is smiling in the picture. She
places a flower and smilesweakly. "Thanking you
will never be enough. | will live your life well from
now on Joseph.” The sun dowly sets, as she leaves
the place.
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Oh! Mother

Karabi Baruah
6th Semester, English Department

only daughter. Layka is turning fifteen this year. All the
decorations have to be perfect for her. Mrs. Edward ordered the
birthday cake from the best baker in the town. The flowers for the
decoration were ill fresh, straight from the garden. And Layka, where
is she? No one has seen her today. Mrs. Edward totally forgot to look
after her daughter for she was so busy with the preparations. Mrs. Edward
remembers the day when Dr. Richard announced she was pregnant with
Layka. That day was the happiest day for Mr. and Mrs. Edward. The
little steps she took holding her fingers. Oh! and how can she forgot the
day Layka called her "Mama'. Mrs. Edward dmost cried hearing
her little baby voice. When Layka cried she felt as if her
~ heart broke with ache. Now that little one is turing fifteen.
&  Surely time flies by. Guests are starting to arrive. Some are
) being too quiet, sitting in the chairs. On the other hand,
some others are being a little bit too loud. "Yes, you
can't even know how dangerous drugs can be." Mrs.
Charles voice can be heard in the silent hall that
the guest have created. Some are looking at Mrs.
Edward as if they have seen a ghost and some
with pity in their eyes. Mr. Edward comes,
, thevery arrival of him brings chill down to
Mrs. Edward's spine. With black coat and
trouser Mr. Edward looks heartbreaking,
the grey hair also signifies his age and
pains. He dowly moves forwards to the
portrait of their beloved daughter and
lights up the candle infront of it. Mrs.
Charles voice is now heard again
among the guests "Yes, their daughter
died due to drugs addiction last year.
Mrs. Edward still doesn't believe it.
She thinks their Layka is till alive.
She waits for her daughter to ar-

rive.

I t is the birthday of her daughter. Of course she is excited, she is her
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Tubdight

Parikhit K onwar
4th Semester, English Department

In a shrill tone someone was caling Biren uncle. Biren uncle went to observe
what was happening. Uncle told me that a boy aged roughly of 16 was seeking
help to come out from a ditch where he had accidently tumbled in due to heavy
rainfall. | glanced at the boy instantly and saw he was Pranjal, the newbie of our
swimming class. Without wasting time | got there to ask him if he was okay. Till
then he looked fine, but the appearance of having sudge on his body was
ridiculous. Submissive natured Pranjal stood like a post
with a confusing smile. Thanking Biren uncle he went
off.

That confusing smile ...! Not after this event,
actually it had been stricking me from the day |
met him. In my entire life | have never ever
been distracted to survey someone instead
of this guy. Felt like he was kind of
mysterious person who was not same
like how he pretended to be.

Here, | will tell how | was
able to reveal him. The doubts
seemed to be clarified. Pranjd
was transferred to our school.
With the passing of time | got
to know Pranjal, a boy with
strong ideology, sheer
determination and
potentiality. Pranjal's
individuality reminds me of detective Hercule Poirot from Agathas Christie's 'The
Murder of Roger Ackroyed. Both are not easy to define.

The colleagues made fun of him in a mocking way calling him tubelight.
The pet name of 'tubelight’ lends meanings such as being senditive, straight like
poles, having no girlfriend etc. He stayed cam with no reaction. Once Pranja
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became so angry like the head of hooligans of a
Hollywood movie. His mood schocked the crowd
present there. He became angry when some boys
were insulting a poor boy for his torn shoes.
Fearlessdly Pranjal gave them lesson not to repeat
by suspending them with the help of Principal. This
act really made me develop respect towards him.
It turned into double when | came to know why
he joined in our school.

Once there was a seminar in his previous
school. On the basis of the topic everyone
reflected their opinions in their own way. The
meatter was that there arose a conflict between the
teacher and Pranjal. The seminar topic was on
modern civilization. The teacher only focused on
presenting what was in the book. He refused to
accept Pranjal's point of view. Pranjal said that
along with the prescribed notes we should apply
time changing notions too. But the teacher didn't
consider it that way. Though Pranjal was ordered
to seek forgiveness, he didn't, so that he was
expelled. In his eyesright isright. Inner curiosity
aways helps him to be the best version of him.

Moreover, Pranja was a boy who was
capable to find rea happinessthat a person desires
Pranja was never perplexed by materialistic
philosophy, he endeavored to receive the mental
peace which is the key to one's happiness. He
just got involved in the work which gave him
pleasure. The smell of a handmade card attracts
him more than costly gifts.

My purpose is done to unvell the hidden
individuality behind the confused smile. | think you

too have figured out him already. But a wrinkled
page of hislife turned everything upside down in
a minute. Pranjal had been the best singer for a
number of times and wanted to be a pop star.
Unfortunately, this risng star was never able to
illuminate his sparkle. Pranja's parents wanted
their son to be an engineer. They never tried to
find out whether he would be hgppy with it. Pranjal
is an engineer now, but neither spends time with
family nor anyone else. He always acts dispassonate
and locks himself in adark room. Did his parents
ask him for once what he wanted to be? If Pranjd
had the opportunity to tell his interest, he would
have been happy with his family. The bargraph of
academically qualified people are an advantage,
yet it somewhere seems futile. Huge numbers of
human resources fade out in such a way before
blooming just for wrong decision.

Can someone be happy after taking away
the source of happiness? Pranjal finds himself
happy in music. Money is just a source to live
while singing is life to him. Mentally he gets
depressed day by day and the tram is filled for
entire life. No one is able to feel where his mental
tranquility resides. Parents never think of their
children to have alife full of thorns. But in certain
conditions, one decision might change a tiny
world like Pranjal's. The conviction of having a
job could make a better life seem useless.
Numerous platforms are opened for taents, talent
never hides. Be a blessing to your children by
supporting, encouraging. A small step could be
a biggest charioteer to al like Pranjal.

Literature isthe art of finding somthing extraordinary in the

ordinary.

—Tolstoy
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The Harlot's
Daughter

Shruti Duwarah
6th Semester, English Department

"Five hundred for a night Saheb."

"Pick me and I'll make you ... heaven."

"Saheb, just one night with me and you'll
forget your wife."

The greasy streets of GB Road werefilled
with women who were striving to make a living
by selling their bodies. Any way you put around
your gaze on, you will be caught by women
dressed in scanty clothes standing everywhere like
eye candies ready to gulp down the infidel males.
Gentlemen would never visit the place, even on
the matters of official work. Women stood outside
multi-storeyed brothelsin pdtry clothes and colourful
make-up to catch their pray, i.e. men.

Leela was born and brought up in this
brothel. She spent the eight autumns of her life
running and playing through the greasy corridors
of Mallika Bai's brothel, growing under the shadow
of these women, whom the women tagged as
‘prostitutes. Leela's mother Rasli was a well-
known prostitute in one of the many brothels of
GB Road, the largest red-light district in Delhi.
Leela had witnessed the struggles and agonies of
the woman living there, whom she calls 'Mauri'.

"Ma, why don't | know the name of my
papa.? My classmate Jaideep teased me as being
afatherless girl. Why don't you tell me his name,
so that | can tell them that | too have a father
just like them?' little Leela asked her mother.

Rasli was getting ready for the night. She
wrapped the saree around her body and put on
ahbindi. She knew that such questions would often
pop us as Leela grew up.

"Tell them that Radlli is both your mother
and father. Only the blessed children have the
mother act as both parents. Tell them that you are
one of the special kids," she tried to console her
daughter.

There was a knock on the door.

"Rasli, how long?Your customer iswaiting."
said Mallika bai, the head of the brothel. Lecla
understood that it was time for her to go out and
play in the lobby of the brothel. She picked up
her book and went outside. She never understood
why her mother sent her away while some random
man went inside the room that was shared by her
and her mother.

Leelatook out her notebooks and began
doing her home-work. The corridor wasfilled with
the hustle and bustle of man, dressed in sooty
clothes and women in reveding dresses. The scent
of cheap acohol was omnipresent. Unknown men
were entering and leaving the rooms in frequent
cycle. But our little Leela was not distracted.

She was now used to this environment.
She was ditting beside some women who were
cheerfully gossiping about different topics. However,
Leela understood that these women were not
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happy and something was wrong with their lives.
Even though she was too young to understand that
it was something illegdl. The cops often visited the
area and the women hid behind the curtains. Leela
aspired of becoming a police officer in order to
save her mother and other women from the
clutches of these men.

Time dapsed. Ledagrew up into abeautiful
girl. Preparations were carried out to celebrate her
thirteen birthday Leela's presence was the only
thing that filled the lives of these women with joy.
She was the only innocent and pure thing left in
the brothel. Thus, all the women showered their
love and treated her astheir own daughters. Raslli,
Leela's mother was also respected by most of the
young women there, since she was a senior there.

"Where is the cake? Rambha, you were
supposed to bring the cake," said Sujata.

"It must be arriving, let me go and wait
in the doorway," said Rambha.

"You little girl, go and get dressed. Why
are you dressed in such ordinary clothes today,"
said Aloka.

"Leela, close your eyes and make awish."

Leela prayed to God to fulfill her dream
of becoming a police officer. She blew the thirteen
candles over her cake to celebrate her birthday.
Rasili's happiness knew no bounds to see the
women treating her daughter just like their own.
At least she had a daughter, but these women had
no one with whom their shared their blood.

Dancing in a pink coloured frock, Leda's
face was brightned up with a spark that wasrare
even in the happiest of families. A man dressed
in shabby clothes entered the hall. There was a
scent of alcohol and sweat radiating out of his
body. The women stood up and tried their best
to tempt their new customer.

"Saheb, let's go inside and I'll give you a
great time," said one of the women.

"Oh come on Pakija, he's my customer.”
said another.

The man ignored the women and casted
his gaze throughout the entire hall.

"There, | want that girl, not only of you
rotten woman," the man said while pointing towards
her.

Rasili's heart escaped a beat. She stood
up from her and stared angrily at the man who
was now lighting his cigarette.

"Saheb, she is my daughter, she doesn't
work here. If you want, | would go with you
instead," Rosili said in a pleading tone.

"I don't care who she is. Once | make
up my mind, none can change it. Give me that
little girl for the night and I'll pay you athousand
rupees,” he said. The man walked towards Leela
who was staring at him with eyes filled with terror
and dread. The man held her arm and pulled her
towards him. She was screaming in fear and pain
but the man only tightened his grip.

The other women pleaded the man to
leave the little girl one, but their criesfell in deaf
ears. The owner of the brothel, Mallika Bal
entered the scene. She was an aged woman of
late fifties, who wore ared saree and alarge bindi
on her forehead. Her apperance was aways
accompanied by the lips coloured red by the juice
of betelnuts that she was constantly chewing.
Everyman who came to the brothel paid directly
to her before going inside with the woman. She
was the only woman who had control over the
activities of the brothel.

"Mallika Bal, please tell this man to get
away from my daughter. She isinnocent and pure
and has no right to live thislife. | beg you," Rasili
cried.

Mallika Bai took out a piece of betelnut
from the small tin that she carried in the knot of
her saree and put it in her mouth.

"Radlli, yout daughter has no other possble
future. A progtitute's daughter is destined to
become a prostitute. It doesn't matter the what
education she recelves. Let her go, and redlize that
sheisn't born to some happy family with a normal
life, but to a prostitute," said Mallika Bai.

The entire world shattered into a million
pieces before Rasili's eyes. Her teary eyes could



only witness the strong men dragging her innocent
flower-like child, where she could not even do
anything to save her. She failed as a mother. The
shadow of her profession ultimately grasped her
daughter too.

Fifteen Years Later :

"Inspector Ledla Kamble reporting.”

Years of sheer hardwork and boundless
sacrifices had resulted in her dream shaping into
redity. Leelawould never forget that dreadful night
when she was violated of her chastity by a man
she had never seen before. That was the night
when she finally understood what her mother went
through behind the closed doors. The last memory
Leela had of her mother was her begging the man
to leave her done. That ghogtly night after satisfying
his carna desires the drunk man had fallen asleep
on the bed. Leelatried to open the door but she
couldn't reach the bolt. Thus she took the only
way available to save her life. She jumped off the
window to the streets. Leela ran as fast as she
could. At some point she fell numb and lost her
senses. She woke up in a bed, surrounded by
unfamiliar faces. Leela was rescued by an NGO
who works against child labor and abuse. When
they tried to ask her about her home address, she
simply told them that she didn't have one. Now
that she had finally achieved her dream, she could
go back to the place to rescue the girls and women
like her, especially her mother.

"Let's go and raid a brothel. | have some
old amends to make," Leela told a constable.

A group of cops reached the brothel
where Leda spent much of her childhood in. The
place was still the same, women dressed scantily
scattered everywhere. The police arrested the
owner of brothel who was not Mallika Bai, but
someone else. Ledla rushed inside the corridors
and memories flashed back to her mind. But her
eyes were in search of one face.

She met Rambha, Sujata and many others
who were happy to see her grow up. They
congratuleted her and wished her luck.

"Mousi, where is my mother? All these
years, |'ve waited for this moment,” said Leela.

The women looked at each other's faces
in hesitation. "Look Leela, | don't know if you
are ready to accept this, but you are too late. That
cursed night, your mother couldn' tolerate the fact
that she failed to save her daughter from thisfilthy
life. She lost al hopes of her life when she
couldn't find you. You were the string that held
Rasili to her life, but the sins of her life clutched
her daughter too, she ran upstairs and didn't give
a second thought before jumping off the roof of
this building. Her body was lying on the street
the entire night, with people spitting on it, after
al a prostitute had no respect,” said Rambha.

Leela couldn't feel her nerves anymore.
All the years she spent working hard to achieve
her dream. But was it al in vain? Instead of
running away that night, if she would have
confronted her mother, would she be alive today?
But it was clear that the time of ifs and buts have
now long gone...

Literature is the mirror of human nature.
—Publius Syrus
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Comic Essay
—

Being Miserly

Dipshikha Borpatragohain
4th Semester, English Department

| think misers should get a special award in the world for sustainahility.
| respect them for always giving value to everything. But sometimes they do crack
me up. | had a neighbour who was a miser. His soap lasts for a
year. When | went to his house, everything was in the most minimal
quantity. He used only chairsfor the living room. He used a stool
as dining table. Acording to him, stools are the best because they
work in two ways, one for sitting and one for eating. Funny

thing was that the he had a full time big job. \)
Ay

Misers have a habit. They will never buy anything in
unless, not even a single grain of rice. My cousin is like that.

He even stays hungry and he saves so much money that he can
own a whole store, but still choose not to. Even my family is
a miser. We use toothpaste until we squeeze out every part of it,
then again we cut it to last for two more days. Our neighbour Shanti, \
once didn't eat the whole day for a wedding. i

Misers will find ways to save everything, untill it wears out to
the point that it is of no use. My uncle had a scooter and he used
it for amost over a decade by repairing it again and again and some
say, he sometimes try to find the person whom his wife secretly
sold the scooter to.

A miser is a person who recycles everythng. They will use
anything again and again from gift wrapping papers to cartons. My
bachelor friend Rajesh's electricity bills are the lowest in our town
because he uses a torch to read. He even proposed to a girl with - _9
a bouquet that he took from her sister's wedding. Once | C/'-_z\m: -
remember him saying that he gets satisfied with good food «* . —— #
just by taking its smell. Once my father brought a sweater when
| was in sixth grade, it lasted till my tenth grade and | still wear it

Misers know and respect the value of everything. They never waste
anything. They have this potentialitity to stay on their ground no matter what.

So, what's you opinion about them?
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Epiphany

Meghali S Dutta
6" Semester, Department of English

Chapter - |

An introduction

The crimson hues of the bright orange sun
fell upon her eyes. Her face shone radiantly like
moonlight squeezing hard amidst the hues of the
twilight. Thehustleand bustle of thecity were never
gopping. Thecity that didn't deep, thecity of dreams.
Mumbai, where men entered with apenny in their
pockets, and left with their dreamsfulfilled. Many
came and left this city inadilapidated condition. It
depends on how much fate you carried within
yoursdlf. You could ether endinsky reaching towers,
with sea-facing views; or in grimy slums, without
basic amenitiesof life.

Mishkawaslucky enough not to take birth
in the dums of Dharavi. Her eyes opened to the
same sunlight that awokethe paupersand beggars
of the city. However, she wasfortunate not to wake
up inthehard concretefootpathsof Mumbai. [ nsteed,
Mishka woke up under the coolbreeze of the air
conditioner of her parents 2BHK apartment inWorli
areaof thecity. Her father, Rgnikanta Choudhury is
an established business man who earns enough to
keep hisfamily happy inthewell known resdential
area of Mumbai. Rajnikanta and his wife Nilima

takeevery ounceof careto encouragether daughter
Mishka svaueinthe society. They enrolled her in
violin classesand made her pursue MBA fromIndian
Ingtitute of Management (11M) Bangdore. They took
every step possibleto ensure her asecurefuturein
the society. Mishka, who crossed 25 summerstill
date, has never experienced the woes of poverty.
The Choudhury family migrated to Mumbai amost
fifteen years ago. Their roots still belong to the
Assam’s peaceful environment. However,
Rajnikanta’'s bold and firm decision, years back,
made the family quit their homeland and take
residency in the suburbs of Mumbai. With
Ranikanta sprogpering businessof textiles, hebegan
lifting his identity in the Marathi society of
Maharashtra. He succeeded to purchase his own
apartment inWorli areaof the city, wherehisfamily
could embrace comfort in peace.

The Choudhury couple never opted for a
second child, asthey believed their daughter could
fulfil all their dreams. Even, whiledoing the child's
Naamkaran, they consulted many priests and
learned persons, and decided to name her * Mishka’
meaning ‘ gift of love'. Indeed she was the gift of
their love. Rajnikanta and Nilima's love story is
another goryinitsdf. They met during their gradugtion
years in Gauhati. He was a student of Political
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Science in Cotton University, and she studied
EconomicsinHandiqueGirls College. Their graceful
romancewasthetalk of thetown, ashewasaloca
leader of the students union, who according to his
professon ‘wastage of youth’; whereas shewasthe
daughter of areputable scholar of the city

Chapter - 11
Summer of 1992

“Why does the sky turn cloudy al of a
sudden?’

“Because, the clouds shield up the earth
fromthe scorching heat of the sun, just likealover
protectshislove.”

“Rani, | spoketo my parentsabout you last
night. They didn't like theideavery much, asl could
sensefromtheir gestures. | want youto sopwasting
your timein worthless agendas and do something
fruitful instead.”

“Nilima, dear, tell your parentsthat my future
istoo bright, asforetold by astrologers. Just give
yoursdlf to me, and | would never let you sleep with
ahungry ssomach.”

“What aclichedialogue, Rgjni!”

Thebanter carried on betweenthetwo lovers
of the90s. A mild chili ranthroughthedry air of duly.
Nilima has only six more months left before her
graduation. With every passing year, her biodatais
getting accommodated with more and more
accomplishments. Last year she was awarded the
‘Pierson Scholastic Award’ for scoring the highest
percentileamong theNorth Eastern universties. On
theother hand, her lover, Rgnikantawasamediocre
student from Pandu College. Hisrecent engagement
with the Assam Bandh organized by the Students
Union created a buzz around the corners of the
area. Hisfather Hemkantahad sent himto the city
collegewith ahopeto build abright future for him.
But, Rgjnikanta sideaswere peculiar. Hewanted to
get engaged to something that gave him arush of
adrendine, instead of getting lost amidst the crowd.
Thus, he became the active member of Students

Union and carried on severa agendasof the party.
His professorshad tried to resolve his attitude and
bring his fidgety mind to rest. However, it's
impossibleto stop ayoung man fromdoing what his
mind suggeststo him. Hisgradesfirst roseand then
fdll to crashlikethé price of ACC stocksunder thé
influence of Harshad Mehta.

“The party leadersare considering to offer
me the position of Chairman in the new agenda of
Oil Price Rise Strike to be organised next week,'
Rajnikantasaid to Nilima.

“Rajni, why don’t you get the point? Stop
wasting your youthful yearsinvain. Next December
we aregetting graduated, and my parentswill send
me away for higher education.”

“Uggh... Let medo what | paintodo. | am
well aware of my academics. Why is, everyone so
nosy towardsmy activities?| will never disappoint
you or my family," assured Rajnikanta.

Chapter - I11
Rustie Blues

The bus left with black smoke bellowing
from its fuel tank. The atmosphere seemed quite
more pleasant than Mishkahad expected to be. Her
back hurts from the bumpy ride. The half-broken
roads between Guwahati and Seujpur areenough to
make ahealthy man paraysed, and Mishkawastill
inher firgt vigit. Shetook agazearound the campus.
The antique blue house stood there just likeit did
when sheleft it for thelast time. Her last foot onthis
place was somefifteen yearsago, when shewas ill
achild. Thegreenfieldsinthedistant reminded her
of thevalleysof Ooty, that sherecently visited with
her friends. Otherwise, greenery wasadistant dream
in concretejungleslike Mumbai or Bangalore.

Majority of the houses of Seujpur village
were built with clay and straw. However, a few
houses also contained ikora walls plastered with
cement. The house she camefor isone such, quite
unigue fromthe houses nearby. Mishkaopened the
three bamboo joponaand let her foot inthe campus
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of Hemkanta Choudhury. Therewastheman, Stting
intheverandadressed completely inwhite. Mishka
approached the old man and she did recognize him
from afar. Dressed in awhite Punjabi kurtaand a
pure white dhoti, Hemkanta’'s white silky hair
contributed to hislook.

“Who do | see on my campus today?’
asked Hemkanta.

“Koka, thisisMishka, your grand daughter,”
answered Mishka

“Do youthink your grandfather isa patient
of those old men's diseases like Alzheimer and
dementia?| recognized you assoon asyou opened
the jopona and entered the campus. You people
might have forgottenthisold man, but | have not,”
sad Hemkanta.

“Koka, I've comelong way from Mumbai
tovist you. Papasent meto meet you,” said Mishka

“Does that retard still remember his old
father?1 thought heforgot mejust like heforgot his
childhood home after moving to big city,” said
Hemkanta while passing on the bamboo murha
towardsMishka

Mishkadropped her bagsand sat down on
the murha releasing a long breathe of relaxation.
Just thenayoung woman dressed inyellow mekhla-
sador entered the scene with a bota in her hand.
Her bota contained fresh betel leaves and betel nuts
cut into small proportions. In one side were some
fennel seeds (saunf). Mishka picked up few fennel
seedsand ignored therest.

“ThisisMonurama, wife of Chandan. She
takes care of my food, my medicinesand the entire
household. Sheisthe daughter | never had. Your
mother and father might have left me, but | can il
survive without them, when | have people like
Monuramaand Chandan,” said Hemkanta

While Mishkawastrying to graspthewords
of her grandfather, aman wearing shortsand with a
bare body walked with afishing net in hishand.

“Harvest isgood today. Caught two Boralis
and abunch of dorikonas. Lookslikethereisgoing
to be aheavy feast today. Monu, take thesefishes
and cook adeliciousmed today,” said themanwhile

looking at the stranger guest.

“Ah Chandan, that’sgreat, we'll devour on
fish curry today. By the way, thisis Chandan, the
man who took care of me through all these years
and made surethat | gayed dive, Hemkantasaid to
hisgrand daughter.

Chandan greeted hisguest withaNameskar.
Mishkainreturn offered himasweet amile.

“Chandan, this is majoni, my only grand
daughter, whoseimbecile parentsleft mehereaone,
I’ve finally meet her after fifteen years. The feast
should be grand today, Monurama, go and make
preparationsfor the lunch, and Chandan go and get
theguest roomready,” Hemkantasaid.

“Deuta always keeps talking about you,
you'vedoneagreat work by visitinghimtoday. I’ [1
maketheroom ready for your comfort,” Chandan
said to Mishka while lifting her bags. Mishka
wondered why Chandan cdled her grandfather as
“deuta when her father isthe only child he had.

Chapter - IV
The Result

The campusis occupied with tense faces.
Hustle and bustle of studentsrushing towardsthe
notice board displayed in the front lobby of the
college. Rajnikanta arrived at his college in his
Yamaha RX-100. There was no such rigidity or
tensioninhisface. He gradually walked insgde the
campus. The gloomy atmosphere bothered him.

“Why do people make such a fuss about
results? Resultswon't metter if youdon’t know how
to useyour brain,” thought Rgjnikanta.

Hesowly walked towardsthe notice board
in no hurry. He observed thefacesof the students.
Some lit up with joy and some appeared like old
sguashes. Inshort, theresult day brought everyone
to their rea senses. Not just the backbenchers, even
the toppers prayed for qualifying into the next
semester. However, thiswasthelast semeger, and
failing thisone would mean loss of one year.

Rajnikantareached the notice board and his
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eyes started ajourney behind the number 675. He
scanned thefirgt list thoroughly, but couldn’t find it.
Then he searched hisroll no ontherest of thelists
but, hecouldn’t findit. Sowly hislegssarted sensing
afeeling of nervousness and anxiety. He couldn’t
makeit thistime. Hewill haveto appear the exam
again after ayear.

“Hey Rajni, how is your result?’ asked
Devryg.

“I didn’t makeit. What about you?’

“I scored 65%. I'm really happy. Oh, |
mean I’ msorry for you, try next year,” said Devrg].

Rajnikanta and Devrag spent most of the
time together, busy in miscellaneous agendas like
organizing groups for Students Union, planning
drikesagainst the principal of their collegeetc. B,
today one passed the exam and the other didn’t.
Eventhough Rgnikantatook resultslightly, he started
feeling ashiver in hisbackbone. Hewalked briskly
out of the gate and rode on his motorcycle. He
entered Digholi Pukhuri park, where Nilima was
waiting for him.

“How was your result? Why are you with
such agloomy face?’ asked Nilima.

“It’s nothing. Tell me about your result,”
sad Rgnikanta

"Oh, | topped my classagain. My father has
organised asmall gathering today to celebrate my
achievement. Wewill have you gracethe party with
your presenceand meet my parents,” said Nilima.

Rajnikantaleft asigh. He sat down onthe
bench besidethe Digholi pukhuri.

“I couldn’t passthe examination. You are
too good for me. You should not wasteyour vauable
time behind afailure boy. How could | even match
my eyes to your parents ? A reputable scholar
Nityananda Goswami wouldrather keep hisdaughter
unmarried than giving her to aboy who couid not
even passhisgraduation,” clamed Rgnikanta.

Nilima sat down beside him and held his
hand. Shetried to make him cool down.

“Rajni, why didn’t you tell meearlier?L ook,
I”’mnot going to judge you right now becausetimeis
aready gone. | think you should now focus on

qualifying next year." Nilimasad him.
Therewasalong silenceinthe park. Birds
flew away towards the horizon, honking of cars
sarted getting louder.
“No. I havemade up my mind. | will not Sit
inanymoreexams.”

Chapter - V
TheLunch

Theinteriorsreminded her of her childhood
dayswhen sheused to play within therooms of this
house. Thebrick walls painted light green reflected
the positive energy that was carried within the
household. Thedoorshad orange curtainswith prints
on them. She had not seen such housesin Mumbai,
wheretheroof is covered with tin. Even thoughiit
was the month of June, the scorching heat of the
exterior couldn't influenceintheinterior. The house
wasdesigned in such away which could adapt the
temperature according to the weather. Even the
greatest civil engineerscouldn’t build suchhomesin
Mumbai today.

"I'vearranged theroomfor you, you canget
fresh in the bathroom, which is located on the
backside of the house. You will find the gamusa
there,” said Chandan.

Mishkawent towardsthe bathroomwhich
was not sStuated insidethe house, but away fromit.
Shethought that it waspainful to visit the bathroom
everytime, especially during the night. She thought
about the city houses, where every roomgot itsown
bathroom accompanied to it.

She changed her clothes and lied on the
bed. She got aring on her phone. It was her best
friend Anishaontheother sde.

“Hédlo, Missy, what’sup?How isAssam?’
sadAnisha

“Hi Ani, I've arrived at my grandfather’s
house just two hours ago. Assamis fine, but the
villagel’mstaying currently isquitetropical. | mean
my back still aches because of the bus journey.
Would you believe that there are no accompanied

R e ot 202.2-2¢] 209



bathrooms in this house? Ah, | instantly miss my
home and city,” said Mishka.

“We are greatly missing you here, come
back soon. Also, how isyour grandfather?Ishethe
way you talked about?’ said Anisha.

“Don’'t evenget me tarted, Ani. Heissuch
an austere person. He keeps on complaining about
my parentsinevery sentence hepesks. | anredly...”
shecouldn’'t complete her sentence when she heard
Monurama svoice.

“Lunchisready, please come and havelunch
with us. Deutaiswaiting for you,” shesaid.

Mishka hung up on the phone and walked
towardsthedining area. Her somachwasgrowling
with hunger. Her nostrilsfelt aunique smell coming
from the dishes kept on the table. There were a
number of itemsorganized in pretty crockeries which
perhaps were used after along time because she
wasaspecia guest.

“Come majoni, look what Monurama had
cooked for you today. There's borali fish with ou
tenga, kol posola bhaji, steamed fish wrapped in
banana leaf, aloo pitika and what not,” said
Hemkanta.

Mishka sat down on the chair and
Monuramaserved the plates. Chandan was sitting
ontheother side of thetableand Hemkanta's chair
was covered with agamusa. The eldest member of
the family sat on the special chair, where no other
member dared to St down.

Mishka began eating the food. The taste
was abit eccentric, something she had not tasted in
many years. Therewasno spice, but acombination
of flavours, some sour and somesaty. Mishkadidn't
hate the food, but she couldn’t accept that sheliked
it too. After the meal, Mishkaretired back into her
room and dozed off.

Chapter - VI

The Decision

“It’sfinal deuta. I’ mnot going to waste my
time anymore. |I’'ve made up my mind,” said

Rajnikantaon thetelephone.

Ranikantacameout of the PCO after ending
the phone call with hisfather.

“Why areyou so hyped up every time? Sit
down, tekeafew daysoff and rethink your decison,’
Nilimasaid.

“I told you multiple times, Nilima. I’ m not
going to changemy decison. It'sawastage of time.
No more exams, no morestudies.” I'mgoing to do
something worthful and make my father proud. Even
if | passthe exams next year, what'sthe use?Itsnot
like I’ Il qudify for any job anyway. Rather | must do
something else, which would be beneficial for my
career,” said Rajnikanta.

“So what’s your plan?You want to move
back to your home?’ asked Nilima.

"I'll think about it later. Now let’'s go and
enjoy thesunset,” said Rajnikanta.

Thetwo loversenjoyed their timetogether,
amidst all the woes surrounding them. Therewas
peace, astrangeone. The sunwasbeginning to go
downinthedistant horizon. It seemed likethepeace
beforethe sormthat was approaching. Rgnikanta
went back to hisroom. He sat down in the divan
and engaged himself in deep thinking. His entire
future got displayed in front of his eyes within
moments. Has he taken the right step by quitting
studies? He will forever be known as a 12" pass
since he couldn’'t complete hisgraduation. Will his
children be bullied as the kids of a 12" pass man?
WIll hisfather beshamed by thevillagers?He couidn't
even fulfill the dream of hisfather who sent himto
the city to sudy. Was heafailureasason?All such
weird yet profound thoughts beganto encircle his
mind for afew moments. Rajnikanta took a deep
breathe.

“Itsusdlessto it hereand procrastinate. I'll
haveto takeafirmdecisontonight. I’'malso putting
Nilimaslifeongamble. | don’'t evenknow why she
is still with a failure like me,” Rajnikanta began
murmuring to himself.

Thedarknessfdl upon Ujanbazar area, and
Rajnikanta stared towards the moon from the
window of hisroom. Suddenly heremembered about
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theinvitation Nilimahad offered to him. Her father
had organized aparty for her success, and hedecided
to visit it. It's a do-or-die situation. If her father
couldn’t accept himright now, he doesn't deserve
to be accepted later on, thought Rajnikanta.

Rajnikanta opened the almirah and began
moving hisfingers over hisshirts. He picked up a
maroon shirt that was gifted by Nilimaon hislast
birthday. He paired it with black trousersand got on
hismotorcycle.

He reached Beltola and parked his
motorcycle outsde Nilima shouse. The house was
decorated with dim fairy lights and a number of
people, presumably reputed members of the
aristocratic society, weregathered there. He could
see Nilimatalking with her guests, wearing alight
blue salwar-kameez. Rajnikanta walked towards
her

“Rajni, | thought you wouldn't come,” said
Nilima.

“So you're Rgjnikanta. I’ ve heard alot of
things about you from my daughter. It'sgreat that
you graced my party with your presence,” said
Nilima sfather.

“Uncle, I’ve come here to ask your
daughter’shand for marriage. | know I’ mnobody
from nowhere, | couldn’t even qualify my exams.
But | know for surethat | will do somethinginmy
future. | have self-confidence, | will never let your
daughter deep withahungry ssomach. | just want to
request you something, if Nilimawantsto marry me,
will you allow her groomto be me?1’ Il come back
oncewhen I’ vetaken afirm step about my future.
But until then, would you promise not to marry her
to somebody else?’ said Rajnikantawith glistening
eyes.

Nityananda Goswami was shocked to hear
thesewords. Hetook along sigh. Theguestswere
looking at them, so hetook Rgjnikantaaside where
no one else could hear them.

“Look son, I've lived through years. I’ ve taught
many sudents. | cananalyse aperson by looking at
them. When Nilimataked about you earlier, | have
tobehonest | didn’t likeyou at all. | wanted her to

stay away fromyou. Evenwhenyou waked towards
me, | was planning on humiliating you so that you
leave my daughter alone But assoon asyou started
speaking, | saw adeep honesty inyour eyes. Your
words seemto have adepth, and | believe you will
do something or yourself. Asabout Nilima, | think
it’sfor her to decideif shewantsto marry her. But, |
would not stop her fromtaking any decisontoday,”
said Nityananda Goswami.

Both the men stared towards Nilima, who
was eavesdropping on their discussion She stood
there, likeafrozen mummy, without ablink of eyes.

After afew moments, shefinally spoke....

“Rajni... I’ ve not thought of marriage right
now... | have dreamsto fulfill before marrying... |
never expected you would propose meso soon... |
really don’t know what to do, Rajni..” shesaid.

“Nilima, I’mgoing back to my father’shouse
tomorrow. | want an answer beforereturning. It’s
fineif you do not want to marry me, | would accept
my fate and probably never come back to thiscity
again. But please, I’ve come here expecting an
answer fromyou,” Rgnikanta was just about to
break down.

Nilimadidn’t lose her emotions. She stood
therelike astatue made of marble.

“Rajni, you know | have never made any
decisonsonthebasis of emotions. Every decison|
take, | take it after alot of contemplation. And
today, I’ve made my decision. | will choose my
dreams and career. | will build my own identity
before | become someone dsg' sidertity. |’ ve applied
my CV invariousjob vacanciesand | will first get a
job before consdering about marriage.” Nilimasaid.

Tearshad started rolling down Rgjnikanta's
cheeks. Hecouldn't stand there anymore. After all,
what had he expected? Why would a girl marry a
fallurelike him? Heturned around and beganwalking
away from the venue. Suddenly Nilima stopped
hm

“Rajni wait. I’ venot completed my decison.
| said I'll choose my career, but | didn’t say I’ Il not
chooseyou. I’ ve decided that | will marry you, but
only after | make myself financially independent. |
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will wait for you. | have confidence upon your
abilities. You haveto come back and marry me, and
until thenwe both will work our
best to make ourselvesfinancially independent, and
organise our marriage with our ownmoney,” said
Nilima.

Rajnikantawiped histearsand rantowards
Nilima. Heembraced her so tightly that he forgot he
wasinaparty. Thesound of clapsbrought him back
to hissenses.

Chapter - VII
Days in the Village

The afternoons of June in Seujpur Village
areexciting. Youwill find young boysbathing inthe
ponds, cowherd boys sitting under the shade of the
large peepul tree and dozing off, college girlsSitting
inthe largefield to eat mangoes. It’sbeen aweek
gnce Mishkaarrived at thevillage. Shewasdeeping
on her bed after the lunch. Suddenly a sound of
people screaming and arguing broke her deep. She
ran towardsthewindow to take abetter view of the
gtuation.

A large crowd was gathered on the road.
She couldn’'t understand what the matter was.
Therefore she put onthe dlippersand ran outside to
understand th matter. She saw her grandfather
standing near the gate. She rushed to him. She
peeped her head to understand the matter. A woman
was being dragged by two men. Shewas screaming
ontop of her voice but therewas no onewho would
step forwardto help her.

“Youwitch! You |l dietoday. You' ve caused
agreat deal of havoc in the village. Ratnakar bez
says all the illness in the village is being caused
because of you. You''ll dietoday,” said one of the
men.

People cheered up and encouragethe two
men to abusethe helpless woman Mishkawent up
to one of the crowd members and asked about the
incident.

“There have been alot of omenswitnessed

inour villageinthe past months. The head priest of
the templedied, the sarpanch met with an accident,
awoman lost her baby... all withinashort span of
time. We consulted Ratnakar bez, whoisavery well
known black magicianin our village. He said that
thiswoman named Rebati isadaini or awitch. She
iscausing troublein our village by summoning her
dark powers. The only way to bring back peaceis
by killing her, so we are gathered here,” said aman.

Mishka was taken aback. She couldn’'t
believe what her earsjust captured. Superstitions
like these were abolished long back in India, and
there are gill many people who are shadowed with
thisdarkness. She couldn’t watch the scene anymore
and she decided to help the poor woman. She
pushed aside the people to reach the woman, and
hugged her tightly. People were shocked to seethis.
They eventried to push her away. However, Mishka
was determined to save the life of Rebati.

“How canyou all be soilliterateintoday’'s
time?You are going to commit amurder. Do you
know it'sacrime?You peoplewlll belocked upin
prison for your deed.” Mishkasaid pointing at the
villagers.

“Girl, no one is going to punish us. Get
adde, or thiswitch Rebati will kill youtoo. Who is
thisgirl anyway?’ said one of the men.

“I heard she'sHemkanta Choudhury’slong-
lost grand daughter.” said another.

“Choudhury Uncle, pleasetell your grand
daughter to step aside and let us do our work.
Otherwise shetoo will haveto pay the price.” said
theman.

“No, I’'mnot going to let you peoplekill this
innocent woman. We haveevolved to the 21 century
wherethe greatest power intheworldisscienceand
technology. Thereisno such thing asblack magic or
witcheraft. All such thingswere abolishedinthe last
century itself, and | cannot believe you people have
not been benefitted by the ray of educationtill date.
The peoplewho died inthe village might have suffered
illness. How can another human bethe cause behind
such incidents?Also, black magiciansare scammers
who loot your money and faith by blabbering
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nonsense. Don't commit sin by trusting such people.
Leavethiswomanaone, you will commit agreat Sin
for sureif you kill her today.” said Mishka

“Shut up your nonsense, girl. We know
what we are doing. Don't try to colonize us with
your so called modernideas. Wewill not listento a
town girl, becausethey arefools.” one of the man
sad.

The phone of one of the men rang and he
picked up thecal instantly. After endingthecall, he
looked quitetensed.

“What’s the matter? Who was it on the
cal?’ asked one man.

“Ratnakar bez has been arrested by the
policetoday. He had accepted of coming fraudsand
extracting money from people by brainwashing them.
That means Rebati isnot awitch. said the man.

Mishkadisplayed asmall grin on her face.

The men becameslent. Theexpressonson
their face changed instantly.

Mishkafelt a sense of pride. The men left
the place and Rebati was saved. Hemkanta
congratulated hisgrand daughter and told her how
hewas proud of her.

“Hey Ani how isMumbai?I’ mreally missing
it, MishkatoldAnishaonthecall.

“Mumbai isgreat just likeit dwaysis. We're
missing you here Missy. But no need to hurry and
you can come back after enjoying your dayswith
your grandfather.”

“I want to go back assoonaspossible. I'm
garting to despise thispiace evenmore. Don't even
ask mewhat happened today. Peoplehere are such
illiteratefools. | wishto go back to my homeand live
my lifein peace,” said Mishka

Chapter - VIII
Magh Bihu

Preparations for Megji is being carried out
with great enthusiasm and joy. A week has passed
since Rgnikantareturned from Guwahati. Hisfather
has not displayed a great deal of happiness by his

arrival. After all, he only wasted hismoney without a
fruitful result.

“What are you gonnado, Rgnikanta?Your
father is very worried about you." said Basu, a
neighbour.

“Basu Unde, deutagetsworried in anything
| do. Anyways I’'m going to do something soon,
pleasedon’'t worry for me.” said Rajnikanta.

The Mgji was lit by an elder man and the
wooden logswere soon gulped by the huge flames.
Children sought blessings from the elders and
everyone bowed down before the Meji. After the
burning of Megji, everyone moved back to their
homes.

Rgnikanta’'s mother had left thisworld when
he had appeared for his 10" board exams. Since
that day, his father has been taking care of him.
Hemkantawasthe head master of the Village High
School, and was greatly respected by all people of
thevillage.

Every guest who vigted their houseon Magh
Bihu asked about Rgjnikanta' sresultsand pretended
to suffer great dejection by hearing his decision.
However, Rgnikantaknew well that nobody actually
cared much. Rajnikanta was Stting onthe veranda
when he saw aboy enter through the jopona.

“Hey Rajni, Happy Bihu,” the boy said.
“Samir, isthat you?’ said Rajnikanta

“Yesyes, it'sme. | heard you returned from
Guwahati. So | decided to visit you.” said Samir.

“Yes| have. Now please don't ask mewhy
| did this or that. Tell me something about you
instead. What are you doing these days?’ said
Ranikanta

“Ohthere’'saninteresting sory. | have sold
my houseto acontractor who will build an gpartment
onour land. Now I'll get one flat in the apartment
besides the extra money of the land. There's a
contractor who buyslandsand givesyou hefty prices
for your land and aflat of your own. | suggest you to
do the samewith your housetoo. Let megiveyou
hisvisting card.” said Samir.

Samir searched his wallet and took out a
visiting card and gave it to Rajnikanta. Rajnikanta
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kept the card in hispocket without giving it much
importance at the moment.

Darknessfell and guests started leaving his
house. Rgjnikantawaslying on hisbed after a hectic
day of Magh Bihu. Suddenly, he wasreminded of
Samir’s words and searched his pockets for the
card. There was an address on the card and
Rajnikanta decided to vigt it thenext day.
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Chapter - IX

M onurama

It wasthe second week in Seujpur village.
Slowly, Mishkawasadapting to thevillagelife. Her
flight ticket wasfor the next Friday, and she would
haveto fulfil her motive of coming nere. It wasalazy
sunday, and Mishkawassitting outside soaking the
sun. She was chatting with Monurama, who was
cutting vegetablesfor thelunch.

“I redly likethe way you cook fish, with ou
tenga. To be honest, in my first try, | hated it. But
gradually | started enjoyingit.” said Mishkawhile
reading abook under thewinter sun.

“No Assamese can didike such traditional
food items. Our ancestors have created such hedlthy
cuisines which would never affect the gut health.
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When | wasyoung likeyou, | had learnt to cook a
variety of such dishesfrommy grandmother. | till
miss my grandmother sometimes.” Monuramasaid
without lifting up her head.

“Tell me something about you. All these
days|’vequite observed you. You have never told
anything about your past life. | want to hear,” said
Mishka

“I wasmarried at the age of twenty-two to
Chandan. Actually | used to vist Choudhury deuta
to cook hismeds because he had funded my studies.
Chandan wasadopted by deutaafter your father left
him, to take care of himin hisold age. Gradually
Chandan and | became good friends, and deuta
could senseit inhisbones So he suggested usto get
married, so that we can live here. Wedid ashetold,
and sincethen!’ ve been taking care of the household
just likeitismy own,” Monuramasaidwithaamile.

“Wow! That’sacool story. But | wanted to
know something sincetheday | camehere. Why do
you two call my grandfather asdeuta, whenyou all
arenot hisrea children?’” Mishkaasked.

“I was born into a poor family, and was
brought up by my grandmother. Both my parents
had died when | wastoo young. My grandmother
worked hard to fend my education and food. But
she could no longer providefor mewhen | reached
college. | wasplanning to quit studies, when deuta, |
mean your grandfather, offered to take all the
expensesof my education. But | didn’t want to take
hishelpfor free, so | offered to cook for himand he
agreed. Heisthefather | never actually had. | don't
even remember my biological father’s face.
Therefore, your grandfather acted asmy ownfather,
and that isthereason | call him deuta. Understood,
young girl?” said Monurama.

“Yeah, quiteso.”

“What areyou studying or planningtodoin
your future?’ asked Monurama.

“I have applied for ajob, which iskind of
what I’ ve been eyeing for along time. | have passed
theinterview withthe highest score.

So I'mreally waiting for themto send me
the appointment letter. Ahl How excited | am!” said

Mishka.

“That’'sgreat. | hope you keep contact with
us even after you return to the big city.” said
Monurama

Chapter - X
The Deal

“Mr. Akash Barua?’

“Yes, that's me, please come inside and
takeaseat,” said Akash Barua. Rgjnikanta pulled
out thé chair and sat onit.

“My nameis Rgjnikanta Choudhury, | livein
Seujpur village. I’ ve heard that you take landsand
build gpartmentsinvillages. Pleasetell me something
about it.” Rgnikantasaid.

“Yes, yesyou have heard it right. Let me
order ateafor you and then we'll discuss about it.
Kripa, please bring two cups of tea for us." said
Akashtowardsthe door.

Theteaarrived and the two men beganto
gpther drinksfromthe porcelain cups.

“Look, Mr. Choudhury, it'sabsolutely true,
whatever you've heard. I’'m a builder. The times
have been progressing and people are becoming
more comfortable in concrete apartments, which
offer alot of new possihilities. If you sell me your
land, | will giveyou the best possible pricefor your
land and aflat free of cost for your family. It'sawin-
wingtuationfor both of us. Thereisno useof having
alot of land if one cannot make its proper use.
Believe me, that’s the best deal you will have for
your land rather than salling it just for the price,” said
Akash Baruah.

Rajnikantadidn’t answer for alongtimeas
he was 9 pping teafromthe cup.

“Thank you Mr. Baruah for theinformation.
| will surely think about this deal and contact you
very soon." said Rgnikantaas he sood up fromthe
chair.

Rajnikanta left Baruah's office and started
walking on the road. All the way his mind was
occupied with a storm of thoughts. He couldn’'t
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decidewhat heactually wanted to do in hislife. But
therewasno timeto waste. Hewould haveto take
his decision very soon. After all, he has also put
Nilimaslifeat stake.

Chapter - XI
Chandan

Chandan was trimming the grasses in the
garden. Therewereavariety of flowersinthegarden
fromred roses, chrysanthemums, and calendulasto
white jasminesand even different breedsof cactuses.
The gardenwas managed by Chandanwho watered
the plants once in the morning and once in the
evening. In short, no one can say Hemkanta
Choudhury’ssonleft himaloneinthishouse. There
wasaliveinesswhichwas oftenmissing inthelife of
cities.

Mishkaobserved Chandan carefully. Hewas
not morethanthirty-five. Hisbroad eyebrows added
a unique shape to his oval face. After hearing
Monurama’s story, now Mishka wanted to know
Chandan’stoo.

“Chandan khura, | wanted to know about
your life, just like Monuramakhuris. If you don't
mind will youtell me?’ asked Mishka

Chandan continued trimming the grasses
which havegrownlonger thanitsusua height.

“I was an orphan child who worked in
people’ shousesto earn aliving. One day my former
landlord got angry when | accidently dropped tea
onhiscoat. He picked up the hot iron and proceeded
to hurt me. | ran outsdeontheroad when| banged
on Choudhury deuta. He held metightly and hid me
behind hisback. He scolded my landlord who said
that he would not employ me further. Choudhury
deutaingtantly took meto hishouseand said that he
would legally adopt me. Couldn’t believeit, since
childhood | had been moving house to house in
search of shelter, and all of asuddenaman| never
met before adopted melike hisown son. Slowly, |
learnt that hisown son had left him for the city and
therewas no oneto take care of him. Therefore, |

decided to devote my entire life in taking care of
Choudhury deuta. Heismy father, and he never let
mefeel like an outsider for even once,” Chandan’'s
eyeswerefilled withtears, but he hid it by continuing
totrimthegrass.

Mishka was once again surprised at her
grandfather’s deeds. She felt like everyone there
treated her father asthevillain of the story, whereas
her grandfather asit’svictim and hero. Shedidn’t
liketheidea, so shewent insdethe house.

Shetook out her phone and texted her best
friend Anisha.

“Everyone tries to frame my father as a
villain. | really hateit. I’ mreally waiting for Friday
when| will return back to Mumbai.” shewroteinthe
message box.

Therewasno reply. After anhour, shetexted
again.

“Anishaareyou there?’ ill therewasno
reply.

Mishkakept her phone aside and decided
to get awarm shower.

Chapter - XI|
The Final Decision

“Deuta, weneedtotak.” said Rgnikanta

“What’s now? You want money? I’ m not
going to giveyou anymore,” said Hemkantawhile
reading the newspaper.

“Deuta, be seriouswith mefor at least one
time. | haveanimportant offer.” said Rgjnikanta.

Hemkanta peeped hishead fromthe sde of
the newspaper, “Thelast time took you serioudy
wasto send you to the city. Who knew you would
return empty handed.”

Rajnikantasat downin the chair besdehis
father.

“I visited thefamous contactor Mr. Akash
Baruah, and got to learn about aninteresting project.
Deuta, | haveafantastic idea. We will sdll hisland to
Baruah, who in exchange will build an apartment
complex and giveusafreefat init. thisway, besdes
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getting the rate of the land, we would also get a
modernflat. It'sthe eraof modernization. Theseold
houseswont last long anyway. It’sawin-win offer
deuta” sad Rgjnikanta.

Hemkantagrew furiousafter hearing hisson.
He stood up from his seat and began to argueinthe
top of hisvoice.

“How dareyouto tell meabout selling this
land?How dareyou? Thisland has been owned by
my last many generationsand who areyouto sdll it?
You have completely lost your mind, Rajnikanta
Choudhury. Guwahati did no good to you, but
degraded your mindingtead.” shouted Hemkanta.

“But deuta, wewill moveto thecity after we
sell thisland and we can use the extraflat to earn
money. With themoney we will get, I'll build up my
own businessand provide both of usasecurefuture.
Think fromyour brain deuta, excessve sentimentaity
doesnogood.” said Rgjnikanta.

“Nobody can sell this land till Hemkanta
Choudhury isbreathing. If you areso adamant about
selling this land, then kill me right now and do
whatever youwant.” saild Hemkanta.

Rajnikantatried to offer multiple reasonsto
support hisargument, but Hemkanta was not ready
to moveaway fromhisdecison.

“Soitsfinal, deuta. If youdon't let me sell
thisland and establish my business, then1’ll naveto
doit the other way.” Rajnikantarushed away from
theroomlike atornado moving onits path.

Chapter - Xl
A Reality Check

Mishkaand her grandfather werewatching
thetelevisontogether inthe drawing room. Hewas
watching the news channel while she was smply
scrolling onher phone.

The channel was displaying apieceof news
about old menand womenliving inanold age nome.
Lotsof old people wereliving together inahouse,
enjoying each other’s company.

“Young kids, thesedays, throw their birth

giversout of their own homes. Such people must be
whipped withagtick.” Hemkantasaid to himself.

Mishka didn't pay much attention to his
words and continued her scrolling.

“My sonisno different fromthese. Heleft
me all alone just like these old people. Only if |
hadn’t been quitefirmin my decision, I’ d have lost
my ancestral housetoo." hesaid.

Mishkagarted feding uncomfortable hearing
hisgrandfather talk ili about hisfather.

“I swear if my son ever comesto meet my;,
I’ll not even look at his face.” he said again to
himsdf. Hedidn't remember meal theseyears, and
all of asudden hisdaughter vistsme.”

Mishkacouldn't hear any longer.

“Koka, gop takingill about deutaeverytime.
| don't like anyone badmouthing my father.” she
sad.

Hemkanta was surprised to hear this. He
turned towards her and stared at her facein dismay.

“Your father treatsme asadead person. All
these years he never even remembered about his
father once. What liehas| told?’ he said.

“My father chose what isbest for him. He
didn't want to live in this village where there is
nothing but widespread superstitionsand illiteracy.
I’'mso glad hedid that,” Mishkasaid.

Hemkantawas hurt, truly. Heremembered
the day when his son fought with himfor asimilar
matter.

“Majoni, you're too small to understand
such matters. I’ m sure your father does not regret
hisdecision eventoday. That’swhy hedidn’t visit
himsdlf." Hemkantasaid.

“My father missesyou every passing day. |
never heard him badmouth about you, in the way
you keep doing on him. He has been diagnosed
with Stage 4 Bone Cancer, and hasonly few months
in his hand. That is why, he sent me to meet you
and convey his message, and here you are busy
complaining about him. You know what, Koka,
your problemisthat you never try to listento the
other sde of the story. You never tried to understand
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deuta and your isolation is the result of your
arrogance.’ shesaid in agony.

Hemkanta was literally shocked and he
lost his capability to react. Mishkarushed out of
the room, but Hemkantastood there likeaman hit
by lightning. Hissonisabout to die, and he couldn’t
evenseehimfor onelast time. Isit al true, whatever
Mishka said?Isit dl hisarrogance? Should he have
tried to talk with hissonfor once. All theseyears, his
sonhadn't called him, but asafather, hashetried to
cal hm?Tearsstarted rolling downfromHemkanta's

eyes.

Chapter - X1V

The Business

“Deuta, I'vetakenaloan of 5lakhrupees. |
will start my own business of textiles. I'll need to
moveto Guwahati,” said Rgnikanta.

Hemkantawas doing Yogasana. Hetook a
break to answer hisson.

“Hmm.. who ingtilled thisideaonyour head
now? Nobody from our family started their own
businesstill date. How will you even managethat?’
asked Hemkanta.

“Deuta, pleaselet medo what I’ ve planned
to do. I’'mmoving back to Guwahati next week, and
I’ vetaken aplacefor lease to operate my business.
You didn't want to sell the land to give me the
money, that’sfine. | managed to collect the money
on my own. Please don’t stop meright now,” said
Rajnikanta.

“Do as you wish. You will have to come
back to take care of thisproperty if your business
fals. | giveyoumy blessngs.” said Hemkanta.

“Deuta, thisisyour daughter-in-law Nilima.
We vetied theknot inthe court and have come here
to seek blessings from you. I’'m doing well in my
business an have thus fulfilled my and promise to
marry her oncel get settled.” said Rajnikantaone
fine afternoon.

Hemkantawas shocked.

“You got married?Without evenletting me
know once? | couldn’t believe this Rajni.” said
Hemkanta.

“Oh come on Deuta. At least accept my
decisions for once. Stop pointing needles at me
everytime. Nilima, bow down to your father-in-
law.” said Rgjnikanta.

The couple bowed down before Hemkanta
to seek his blessings. Hemkanta too offered his
blessngswholeheartedly. Hewasn't ablack hearted
manthough.

Chapter - XV

Memories

“The number you havedialed iscurrently
not respondingto your calls...”

Mishka kept on dialling her best friend
Anisha’ s number, but there was no one onthe other
side. The lunch was very quiet today. Hemkanta
didn't utter a single word while eating, and
immediately moved to hisroom after the lunch was
over.

After the food, Mishka lied down on her
bed and tried to call Anishaonce again. But just like
the previoustimes, she didn’t pick it up even this
time.

Shewasreminded of the storiesher mother
used to tell her. After ayear of the marriase, Mishka
was born to them and it was the most beautiful
memory that her mother carried. Mishka and her
mother lived with Hemkanta Choudhury when
Rajnikanta carried on his business in the city for
eight long years.

Mishka opened her laptop and started
continuing to write her novel entitled ‘ Epiphany’,
whichismildly inspired fromincidents of her own
life. She added the character of her austere
grandfather, and mixed it with abit of fiction.

A few more months, and her father will
breathe his last. Her parents had offered all the
possible chancesfor her to havein her life. Shewas
blessed to bein such aprivileged position. The day
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her father brought her anew bicycle, the day the
family visited the hillstation, the day she secured
scholarship for [IM were all fragmented pieces of
memory in her book. Memoriesaretruly enchanting
and haunting a the sametime. Hemkantawasgrestly
haunted by hismemoriestoo.

Lying on his bed, Hemkanta remembered
the day when he saw hisson for thelast time. Even
he wasnot free fromthe grasp of memories.

Chapter - XVI
The story unfurls

Eight years have passed since Mishkawas
born. Her mother Nilimawasworking as afinance
advisor inthe bank located just outsde thevillage.
Mishkawasleft donewith her grandfather thewhole
day, who played with her and took care of her.

It was Goru Bihu. Rginikanta had returned
from Guwahati withalot of giftsfor everyone. While
Nilimawaspreparing thelunch, Rgnikantasat down
beside hisfather ashewanted to discussanimportant
metter.

“Deutal have an interesting thing to talk
about. I’'m moving to Mumbai very soon. I’'ve
planned to start my businesson aglobal level, and
register it asanimport/export business. Therefore, |
think it’sthe perfect timeto sall thisland so that we
all can move to Mumbai. | reconsider selling it to
Akash Baruain exchange of an gpartment, which|
can put on rent and earn some extra money. The
land prices have gone up and it’s the perfect time
now.” said Rgnikanta.

“How dare you bring thetopic up again?At
first | thought, you wanted the money to start your
business. But now itsclear that you areblinded it's
by richness and money. Kill me beforeyou sell this
land,” said Hemkantainaloud tone.

Rajnikanta, who wasin no mood to let the
offer bergected kept arguing with hisfather. Nilima
wasshocked to seethisugly fight betweenthefather
and the son and tried to make them calm. But her
effortswereinvain. Little Mishkahid hersdlf in her

roomto escapethisbattle.

“Get out from my house you imbecile
reprobate. | don’t want to seeyour facetill my last
breathe,’ said Hemkantato Rajnikanta. Rgjnikanta
was slent for afew moments. He stared at the eyes
of his father and then finally began to speak, “If
that’syour widh...”

Fifteen years has passed since Rajnikanta
left hischildhood houseto fulfill hisfather’scommand.
Since then he had not even tried to contact his
father, becausehedidn’t want to break Hemkanta's
wish of not seeing hisface again.

Thereportsarrived today. It waswhat they
had expected. Rgjnikanta has not more than six
monthsin hishand, because of hisend gageleukemia

“Majoni, | have onelast wishto fulfil. My
father made avow not to see my face until he was
alive. But beforel die, | want to know if heiswell
and alive. | need you, to fulfill my last wish. Please
go to Assamand spend some dayswith your koka,
and, convey the message that | missed him every
passing day of my life. | regret many of my decisions,
and if therewasabit moretimein my hands, | would
have surdly visted himfor the last time. But you will
haveto fulfill. my last wish now.’ said Rgjnikantato
hisdaughter.

Mishka took her flight and arrived at her
destination. It was the first time since moving to
Mumbai that she has arrived in a village. Living
amidst privileged conditions, people often forget
their roots. Hence, Mishkawas not much happy to
visit her grandfather’shouse. But shehadto doit,
for the sake of her dying father.

Chapter - XVI|I
Epiphany

Hemkanta was in no mood of forgetting
what Mishka had said to him. His son was dying
before him, and he had not even seen hisfacefor the
last time. Hefelt that only if he had not ordered him
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not to show his face, the matter would have not
been so serious.

Just then, he heard someone weeping from
theother room. It wasMishka svoice. Herushed to
seewhat the matter was.

He saw Mishkasitting on thefloor behind
the bedpost and crying loudly. Herushed to her and
embraced her.

“What happened Maoni? Why are you
crying?’ heasked.

Mishkahugged himtightly and continued
her cry.

“My best friend cheated onme.” Shewhile
crying.

“What happen majoni? Please tell me
quietly.” hewiped her tearsfrom her cheeks.

“I applied for the post in a business firm,
whichwasmy dreamjob. | waseven sdlectedinthe
interviews, and the final list was published today.
Instead of me, my friend Anishawas chosen, who
didn’'t even qualify theinterview. Whenl| tried to
inquire about the matter, | found out that shetried
her best to eliminate me from the position, by
offering personal favoursto the owner,” she said
inabrokenvoice.

Hemkanta embraced her tighter.

“Maoni, lifeisavast phenomenon. It is
bland without such setbacks. You mature only
when you face such situations and come in view
of people'sreal faces. Actually, it happensfor the
better. Yearsago, your father wanted to sell our
land to acontractor, but | protested. He moved

away to Mumbai, leaving me here alone, and |
finally realize that | was also at blame. Had | not
been so strict with him, he would have not been
living far away from me. So, Mgjoni, do not hold
such grudges, and move on with your life.” he
said.

“Ohi how wrong was| Kokal Everyday |
had spent here, inthisvillage, the strangers have
shown me utmost love and care like their own. |
had an opinionthat village lifewasreally bad, but
who am | to complain when my own best friend
played games on me. | think people here are far
better thanthe onesliving inthose artificial cities.
Monurama and Chandan treated me like their
daughter, you too took the slightest care of me.
How can | ever repay such debts?’ said Mishka

“That’syour epiphany. You got tolearna
great lessontoday. We, as villagerstoo had learnt
alot of thingsfrom you. You taught our peopleto
stop believing in superstitions. Our people too
haveto learn thingsfromthe educated city folks, just
like city folksneed to develop humility and gratitude
intheir blood. The contractor Akash Baruah, who
manipulated your father was arrested for illegaly
congructing buildingsonvillageswithout giving them
thered vaueof theland. Whenyoureturn, tell your
father that Hemkanta Choudhury misses him
everyday, and hewill dso behisson.” said Hemkanta.

Theduo kept sitting onthefloor besdethe
bedpost for a long time what seemed to be an
eternity, but Mishkafindly felt a home, and Hemkanta
felt ahuge burden being released from bis heart.

Lifeisajourney, not a destination, and the road that we

takeisthe one that we make.

—Robert Frost
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Sunsets : Beginning and Ending

Dimpi Bora
4th Semester, English Department

Chapter - |
SOBHA

There are timeswhen getting hurt doesn't
evenfed likebeing hurt, after getting usedtoiit. And
for peoplelike me, it has become a habit. Being a
little different fromothersisdifficult. | guesstheidea
of being real sometimes hurts. Pretty made up faces
that it should be, right? Speaking of which, let me
introduce mysdlf. I'm Sobha Dutta. A well established
freak they say and | say awell established screwed
up eight grade teenager, chasing nothing but exigence
unknownto her own reason of existence. | amnot
usedto love. Do | fed miserable? No.

My richmother, awell knownwriter writing
mostly about broken relationships, is a divorcee
because my father left her for another woman and
ironically one day he came back because the very
woman for whomheleft my mother had left him for
another man. May be her genre of writing got redl in
her red life as well. | have never read her books
though. Anyway, my mother kicked him out
eventually. Wedon't haveagood relationship sincel
am not used to her philosophy of life. Maybe she
wantsmorefrommeand I, like always, disappoint
her. At school, | am a genius to teachers and a
disappointment to others. | don't havefriends. | don't
make either. It's not that | haven't tried, but they
alwaysleave. What'sthe point of making friendsif

they leave?

"Sobha beta, your dinner is ready. Your
mother will belate dueto animportant meeting”, says
Lakshmi aunty. She has been the person working
longest in our house. Earlier, due to my mother's
nature, servantsusually leaveinfourty eight hours.

"Sheisadwayslateaunty. | don't want to eat
tonight." Andthen| put my sheetson.

"Your termind resultsare out. Sobha, you've
come first. Clap for her, students." They clap but
their clap isnot what they are asked to clap for. It
only lasted for few seconds.

"Now everyone come one by one to take
your results. Dowdl inyour exams. Look at Sobha,
awaysconsstent." Everyonelooksa melikel ama
spy. However, their stare soon breaks, when Miss
Sharmastartsher class.

"So today, wewill learn about trigonometry
and ...." Thebell rings. | don't know why children
havethat excitment to rushwhilethebdl rings That's
why | don't like breaks. | sit in my usual corner,
avoiding the canteen asalways.

"Hey!" Someonetouchesmy shoulder. | turn
back. It'sagirl, but | don't know why sheissmiling
a me.

"Do youwant Laddo?"

"No why?' She sounds like she comes to
school for distributing food.

"My father got promotion. So, my mother
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sent sweetsto the class. Sinceyou arefrommy class
and afriend."

Afriend?How?I don't even know her.

"Friend? Maybeyou misakemefor someone
de”

"Nowearefromthesameclass Shetakes
my hand, places the laddo and runs away. A new
friend?

Chapter 2
ANIMESH

"Everything happensfor areason. If thereis
no reasonwhy will anything happen?' Say Varun.

"W, | don't believeit. Sometimesthereis
no reason. It just happens.”

"Youarequitearomanticist Animesh."

It's aways Varun's way of winning any
argument. Either callingme names or sarcasticaly
mocking me. Anyway if people hear him, they will
probably end up thinking thet | amredly anold school
guy. Well, | am avintage guy | guess. Everyone |
meet either call mearomanticig or old school. That's
right. | can't complain.

WEell, | amAnimesh Dey. A living polaroid
camera. | likemusic and yesmovies. | want tobea
film maker but my socialy challenged parentsthink |
suit being adoctor than afilmmaker. Funny, right?
They cal mealiving music because | tend to belike
beinginamovie.

"So, Animesh. What will you do now?Are
you really transferring to my school?' Says a
concerned Varun. "Yes, mother and father are
insigting. | don't have any other choicesleft.”

"You redlly feel like an adult. Eight grade
studentsfed like children. Someone might think you
aretheeldest and | amtheyounger one.”

Varun always has hisway of taking out his
silly anger onme. Still heissomeonel admire. He
maybe astep brother, but he feelslikemy own. And
for theschool that | angoingto, | redlly don't know
about it. My parents, who want meto beadoctor,
heard that this very school hasthis potentiality to
create doctors, engineers and scientists. Isthisa

school or atree?

"Animesh, come here." Shouts my mother.
Sheismy hero. My father and | don't click that well.
Maybe heistoo busy. Maybe hewants more from
me. Maybeit'sjust that we hardly ever talk. Hiswork
is like his life. He has aready chosen Varun for
looking after it and | becamethe happiest becausel
don't redly have any interest in companies and suffs.
| thought | will befreeto choosewhat | want, but life
never goeson theway wewant. My parents have
high ambitions for me. | have a strong liking for
movies, but they have astrong liking for mebeing a
surgeon. Lifeistough.

"We havedecided that you will be going to
Saint Josh School. It'sagood school and will help
you inyour career." Father saysit likean order, sorry,
morelike astatement that must be followed.

"I know you are upset with leaving behind
your old school and friends. But thisisacrucid time,
you will be attending from tomorrow. | know the
head and heisagood person.” Damn. Why did he
not tell me about my career? Why my lifeis getting
S0 complex?

"So today, we have anew student. Come
forward and introduce yoursaif."

"Hi! Good morning. I'm Animesh Dey." |
smileasbrightly as| can. To not look like spoilt kid.
Maybe. Everyoneclaps. Inmy earlier school, | didn't
have such awell coming. Nor any other student did.
| have been studying there snce | wasatoddler. My
father's business grew and we had our own
bungalow, thingschanged. We moved out from our
rented house to a big house. But father never
mentioned meof moving to anew school.

"Animesh, go sit next to Sobha. Sheisthe
new class president from today. Ask her. She will
help you." | look at her. She seemsmorelikearobot
than ahuman.

"Hi! Canl gt here?"

"Theteacher hasdready assgned your sedt.
Why bother asking me?' That'srude, but shehasa

poirt.
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Chapter -3
SOBHA

"Hey!" Turning beck, | seethegirl who gave
me sweets, approaching towards me.

"Let'sgotogether.” Sayingsheheldmy arms.
| hate skinship and thisvery girl isdoing this very
thing tome. I unlock my armsaround her.

"Ligten. Dol know you?'

"No. But | do. | want to beyour friend."

"Um... because... no reason. | find you cool
actually. Let'sbefriends." Extends her hand likel
am going to reciprocate. Yes, | did. She seems
interegting.

"That'sareason you mentioned though." |
smile unknowingly. | ameven shockedwhy | smiled.

"You are smiling. We are friends. Okay?
HmmOkay?' | amsmiling evenmore. Her isbrighter
and that makesme smile even more.

"Hi! Canl gt here?' | look a thenew student.
Heisdl out there smiling likeacrazy person.

"Theteacher hasaready decided your seat.
Why bother asking me?"

"Ah, right."

In the back, a girl in my back shakes my
shoulders. "Heisanew student. Don't berude.”

| guessthisyear gonnabeinsaneto theleve
best.

"So today. We are studying anew chapter
onthe political partiesof India" Thebell rings. As
aways.

"Sobha, take all these assignments to the
teacher's room. There are many of them. Take
someoneshelp.”

"It'sfinel can..."

"Canl|?Can| help?'

He offers me help. If there were so many
copies, | would have never takenhishelp. | swear. |
hatetaking help. Heisso noisy. And | know it'shate
fromthefirg sght.

"Can wetalk?Hi! | am Animesh and you
are Sobha, right?'

"If you know. Why bother asking?Just take
half of thecopies." Heissureanoisy kid.

"Well, can| ask you something?' He sarts
again.

"Hey!" Thegirl comesrunning towardsme.
Well | forget her name again.

"What'sthistime?"

"Nothing, let's eat. Today | brought fried
rice." Shelooks so happy asif shewill burst. Sheis
running to eat with me, leaving her group of friends.
Why?That's suspicious.

"Youlleft your friendsfor me. Why so?'

"They seem temporary. You seem loyal.
Becauseyoulook like."

"l mean. | likeyou. You arecool. You know
my name, right? | am Aarya Dey. Last time you
served me. Don't you remember? During the cricket
match. You caught the ball to save me." | wonder
whendid| save her.

"Let'seat now. Do you like bread?"

"What?No."

"You havebrought that." | look at my tiffin
box.

"Oh! | dont likeit. | just eat."

"Oh. Let'seat. Wait .... Hey! Come here."
There comesanother bee. The new boy.

"You know him, right?Heisthe new student
who sat besdeyou. Heismy cousin.”

"Oh! | see. Two beesstudying together."

"What?' They ask together.

"Nothing. Let'seat. For everyone's sake."
She offers methe fried rice like she knows me for
ages. | usually take parantha, because that's what
Lakshmi aunty mostly makes. My mother never
cooksfor me. Actudly | forgot thelast time shefed
me. | don't expect anything from her.

"Thebreadisgood. Did you mother make

it?'
"No. She never makesfor me."
"Sheisbusy."
"She must have special work. Right?' He
asks.
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"Sheisawriter."

"Oh!" They look surprised at thesametime.
Family things| guess.

"So, will you be my friend?' AsksAarya.
Her eyesfull of curiosty.

"Only if you become less noisy."

"Noisy?'

"HAT"

Thebdl rings. Thelunch break ends. | turn
back. "Aarya, thefried ricewasgood.”

"You came home beta." Mother comesto
me, trying to take my bag fromme. Shelooksbright
and smiling. Sheknowshow to pretendand | admire
her for that.

"You arehomeat thishour, mother?'

"Yes. | havetakentimeout frommy schedule
today. How isschool ?Are you doing well ?!

"We see each other everyday. Why areyou
asking thisnow?Asif we arestrangers. Of course,
wearestrangers.”

"That'show youtreat me?Your mother?'

"Why ismy treatment for you affecting you?
Your readers treatment should affect you morethan
me. You either call mefor purposeor you never."

"So, if you have already decided what you
will think. Thenlet it be. Behaveproperly today. Some
important guestsare coming today."

"I knew it. What should | aspect fromyou
ayway?'

The door bell rings. Just look at the timing.

"They must have come. Lakshmi, go greet
them. And you Sobha, go upstairsand change your
clothes. Behave properly today. That's the least |
want fromyou.”

That'sher. | keep my expatiation'slow. She
isthereason | can never trust people. Never ever.
Peopledon't change. Not becausethey want to they
just never.

"She isyour daughter. She has grown up.
So beautifully.” The beautiful part was really
intentional. | dmost laugh.

"Your sonhasgrown up too. It'salmost four
yearssincewelast saw him. Whereishe?' | cansee

mother trying her best not to stay out of the
conversaion.

"He has come with us. Where did he go?
Look. Hereheis."

"You?' Weboth say together.

"Do you know each other?"

"Yes." That was unexpected.

Chapter -4
ANIMESH

Yesterday washistoric.

"How was your first day at school?' My
family came running to me. Asif the secret codeto
savethe country was going to be declared.

"Good." | try my best to cheer up. "Overall
it wasnice."

"Good." Father came from behind.

"Go get ready. We are going somewhere."
That'sit. Heordered and | had to go. He sometimes
sounds those typical businessman who appear on
serids. That'swhy we don't click well. | don't resent
himfor that. | just hoped he was not going to take
me to places of his business deals. | am till a
romanticist. Peoplemight think | tendto beintrovert,
but I'mnot. | don't blamemy upbringing. Sometimes,
it'sbetter to cut off oneself fromreality. Fantasy is
great because sometimesthey ingpireusunknowingly.

"Ma, where are we exactly going?' She
didn't answer but smiled. | almost thought that they
were planning my wedding secretly. "No." | said
loudly. Everyonelooked at me. | smiled. "Thisisnot
my wedding. Otherwise my mother would have been
oncloud nine." | thought. Meand my imagination.
It's better to not imagine sometimes. Withasight, |
got ready.

"Whereareweexactly going?' | whispered
to Varuninthecar.

"Shh. You will know once wereachthere. |
don't have any idea." He knows; | after everytime
father took ussomewhere, it haseither to be boring
business deals or setting up girls for my future or
Varun's. Thelatter option hasnot yet happened for
now. But | have seen such movies before and the
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latter happensmore. In my case, the former mostly
happens.

"We have reached.” The bangaow |ooked
like aimost decades old, polished, yet giving asad
effect. Thesgnboardsaid"THE DUTTAS. Crossed
my fingersbecause my ingtitutionwastelling me an
encounter with someone andtill thisdate, my hunches
had never went wrong. | mean most of them came
true. Thehousewasgrand. But if felt like akind of
sadness dwelling all over the place. It seemed like
thehousehad left it's spark by thelook of it. Maybe
| have watched too many moviesthat have made me
saying this. Varunwasright. | tend to feed morethan
my age seems. Maybe | have matured at an early
stage of my life. A middle aged woman greeted us.
Suddenly | noticed akitten. | was so adorable but
felt abandoned. Before | could follow it any further,
it ran away. By thetime| reached the entrance, my
family had already entered the house.

"Herehecomes." It'sher.

"You?' Weboth said together.

"You two know each other?' my mother
asked me curiously and | even saw a smile on her
face.

"Yes" | sad, il inshock. "Wearefromthe
sameclass.”

"Yes Ashutosh, right?"

"Animesh." | corrected her. Eventhough, she
doesn't know me, atleast she should have known
my name. What'swith thisAshutosh? She changed
my whole namewith such confidence.

"Why did you come late Animesh?' Her
mother asked me smilingly. Shewasasweet lady. |
don't her why her daughter isa complete opposite
of her.

"Since you two know each other already.
Sobha, go take himto your room. Show him your
guffs." Her mother said. | looked at her and shewas
totally irritated. | didn't know why but | felt likeit
was my change to tease her. On her door, it was
written in big letter 'KNOCK BEFORE Y OU
ENTER.

"Knock before you enter. Yes, okay boss."
| knocked at her door. "Should | enter now Miss

President?'

"Ligten, only few minutesand thengo sraight
away fromhere." Shecamedtraight towardsme. Her
eyeswere boiling with anger.

"Don't tell anyonethat you arefriendswith
me"

"Arent we?'

"No." | followed her. | just loved the
atmospherewewerein. Teasng her, was of course
the best part. Her roomwaslike black magic. | had
never ssen someoneasartistic asher room. Theroom
shone with a spark of sadness. There were no
picturesof people. Therewere mostly canvases, but
no peopleinthere. | felt like she doesnt like people
and she had isolated herself from people. That was
what | felt.

"Did you draw them?"

"Yes

"Animesh, have you got ready."

"YesMa"

"Your father has arranged a school busfor
you. You will be going to school on a school bus
fromtoday onwards. Mrs. Duttaarranged that.”

| have never travelled in aschool busbefore.
Earlier | went to school by walking since our renta
house was near the old school. | find it exciting. |
hope today goeswdll. Unlike yesterday, althoughin
theend, | kind of felt sad towards her. Encountering
the same persontwo timesaready, it'sjust acrazy
coincidence. And here comesthe devil. So, sheis
also at thebus stop. Wait, her mother arranged my
school busride and what if her daughter ridesthe
same bus as me?

"Hi MissPresdent." Shedoesnt answer. She
glares. That'sher answer.

"Get logt beforeyouruinmyday.” Thet'srude
but I amnot surprised.

"Of coursenot. We will betaking the same
busfromnow on."

"Maybewearemeant to beinthesamebus”

"Look thebus comes."
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She goes straight and sits at the first seat.
And | too followed her.

"Take off your bag. | will st here." | pointed
out at the seat where she kept her bag.

"Why?' Thereare many seats."

"Hey Animesh." Someone calls me from
behind. It'sTarun, thefriend | made yesterday.

"Comesdit here." He patsthe seat. | look at
for thelast time. Her glareshows clear rgection.

Chapter -5
SOBHA

| have been surely cursed this year.
Yesterday, thanksto the new boy for coming to my
house as guests of my mother. | usually don't let
peopleinmy room. Sometimes L akshmi aunty does
enter. What's more annoying wasAnimesh asking
me, looking a my canvases.

"Did youdraw all these?' He suddenly felt
like he was sad. Was he pitying me? So, speaking of
thedevil, here comesthe devil approaching towards
me. We are basically now, riding the same school
bus. He asked to sit with me, then went when
someone called him. Glad that | didn't take off my
bag. | almost did take off the bag, since he was so
indgtingto sit.

"Hey." Herecomesthe devil'scousin. But |
think | can actually tolerate her presenceand | like
her company. Maybe.

"So, Animeshvisted your houseyesterday?'

"Yes. Hetold you."

"Yes"

"What did he actualy say?'

"Not that much. He said you areawitch."”
What?

"I amgoing to exchange your seatstoday.
Theteacher announces suddenly. | don't redly care
withwhoml gt. But | dont redly want to mekefriends
either, except Aarya, maybe. But | never knew that
it will eventually affect me becausetheteacher has
placed menear Animesh on the same bench. Why?
| looked at him, hoping he would be pissed too, but
helooked at me & smiled. Idiot. So, instead | have

to say, "Maam can you really change my seat?'

"No Sobha. It'sokay to St inthelast bench
sometimes. Okay now, | will assigngroup projects
today. | have decided the sudentsdready. First group
... First group will be Sobha, Animesh, Aaryaand
Tarun." | HATETHISTOTALLY.

"So, weareonthesameteam. | amhappy.”
Aaryalocksher armswith mine.

"l annot." | do usually hate skinghip, let done
locking arms. But | prefer with her.

"Why?I thought we are friends?'

"Weare."

"S0?7' Shemakesaface Asif shewill amost
cry.

"Leaveit." Shedragaed meto the canteen. |
never really go to canteen before, it'sarare sght of
me being seen at canteen. | usually sit outsideina
corner during breaks.

"L ook, who hascometo thecanteen?' Some
boys started shouting. | looked back. "It'sour class
President SobhaDutta. Welcome."

Usually | don't give any eyeto thesethings,
but | couldn't today when | saw Animeshwith them.
| came closer. " So, you boys going to serve me or
what?'

"Of courseanything for our classPresident.”
One of the boys said and the other boys cheered
himup.

"Do youwant abeating?'

"If only you have superpowers.”

| will show himwhat my powersare.

"So do you want to try armwrestling?'

"Sure." | smile. "Wait are you on the cricket
team?'

"Yes. Why? | am the captain. He seems
puzzled.

"Nothing." Thegame garts. All of themare
onhisside. Onmy sideisonly Aarya, who looked
like her soul will betorn apart from her body any
time soon. | looked at Animesh and he seems more
confused. Probablyin adilemma.

"It makesme smileand givesme. Courage
to win by looking at his annoying face. After few
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minutes, | did win. Glad those karate classes did
come helpful.

"You aresmiling so much. | havenever seen
you amiling." Lakshmi aunty just couldn't Sop saying.
"l wish madamwas here too. Shewould have been
happy.”

"Mother isnever home anyway."

"Did something happenat school today?"

"Nothing. | angoingto my room. Good night
aunty."

My phone beeps. It hasbeen beeping again
and again. | get up frommy chair, only to find him
tending me.

"Animesh here. Don't ignore me, okay?l am
your group member after al."

| chosenot to reply.

Chapter -6
ANIMESH

| think akind of storm has entered my life
and shaking thingsup. | really don't get how | should
receie these new changes. Thisgirl Sobha Duttais
everywhere Likeeverywhere. Literdly surprisng me.
Our classteacher even mademe sit with her. | could
not show her that | wasangry, so | smiled at her.
What'sironic wasthat we even happened to be on
the samegroup project. Tarunand | looked at each
other, yeswe weredoomed. Tarun said, " Shewill
make you work like a machine because she wants
her assignmentsto be perfect.”

"How do you know?"'

"| heard from otherswho wereon her team
once. Get ready my friend. Thisyear isto going to
be diwdi celebrationsbefore Diwali."

| should not beafraid, right?l am pretty good
in studiesand topped dmogt al my classesinmy old
school. "Right | should not be afraid.” | say to myself
to consolemy heart.

"Why are you afraid?' Varun comes and
shakesmy shoulder. | almost screamed.

"I heard thewriter'sdaughter armwrestled
Tarun, the cricket team's captain. Who won?"'

"He"

"Pleasetry to avoid her. | amafraid that you
will be her pray oneday." Helaughsloudly.

| guessmy school lifewill befull of surprises
just likehow Miss President surprised mein every
way she can. My phone beeps. It'sher message.

"Tomorrow after break inthelibrary for the
group project. Beontime. You canleaveit if you
want." | canevenseeher glareinher message. Life
isnot alwaysaromantic movies. It'sacrazy movie,
unexpected ppl, rudearmwrestler and unpredictable
events. | don't know about others. But | ansuremy
lifewill surely bethat movie, if | don't do something
about it.

Today isMonday. A new day. A new month
and my first group presentation of my new school. |
hopethingsgo well becauseinthe past week, | have
beenworking likemy rent isdue. Sobhamade usgo
through her. She wanted everything to be perfect.
She did not even spare Aarya, my poor cousin. It
must betough for her to be her friend.

"Now the fifth group come forward and
introduce your topic.”

"Good morning everyone. Today |, Sobha
Duttaand my friendsAarya, Animeshand Tarunare
going to present our topic 'Cube and cube roots.
Sheamiles. For thefirst time, | have seen her amile.

"You did well." | whisper to her after the
presentation and successfully weall did our best.

"I know." Sheisalways so full of herself.
Sheturnsback. "You did well too." My heart skips.
Maybe | amaheart patient, right?

Chapter -7
SOBHA

Open wounds heal more quickly than the
bandaged. My family isnot afamily anymore. We
bardy talk to each other. Our relationshipislike™You
camehome' and"Yes" That'stheonly relationship |
havewith my mother. Shewanted thespot light, and
left her family for that. Shedid not listento my father.
He cheated on her but that wasonly her sde'sstory,
his side was never heard. | did have a good bond
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with my father. As my mother got the fame she has
s0 much wanted and worked so hard for, sheslowly
drifted apart fromus. My father wasateacher and
my mother insisted himto leave hisjob and stay at
home instead. He loved her and even left hisjob.
We moved from our small home and moved to a
bungalow. | was happy for awhile, but asthe new
changesbeganto come, | witnessed my family fdling
apart. That was not the life | wanted. | could not
blame my mother but one day, everything changed.
My parentshad abig fight. It wasthefirst time, | had
seenthemfight. They screamed and theroomwasa
mess and | could see glasses being broken and
spreader onthefloor. | screamed too. That'swhen
my nightmares stared. | go lost in my dreams,
somewhere dark and | could see mysterious places
and...." | wake up. That wasadream. It'sanother
night more. | have been battling with nightmaresever
sncemy parents fight. | have beenlivingaoneinmy
roomever sncetheir fight...

"Today your classtest resultsareout. Sobha,
you camefirst and another impressing thing isthat
our new student Animesh comes second.” Everyone
looked at him and cheered for him. Well, heis not
that dumb | guess.

"Sobha, wait for me."

Aaryanever walksfast and her break time
isher favourite. Inthese past few days, | have bonded
with her quitewell. Sheismy second friend | made
inmy entirelife. My first friend happened to bein my
elementary class. During that time, my mother wasa
teacher and father too in that elementary school.
Therethey met, fell inlove and married. | think they
shouldn't have met. Some people are never meant
to bewith each other inthefirgt place and my parents
highlight thisexamplevery well. So, they enrolled
me into the same elementary school. There, my
mother made mesit with aboy named Anurag, from
what | remember. He was my mother'sfriend's son.
We played witheach other but then, hisfamily shifted
somewhere else and | never had any friends after
that. | fed cringed how because| cried so muchthat
day. He gifted me amatching teddy key chain. | think
| had lost it somewhere. We will never meet again

anyway. And evenif | meet him, | wouldn't recognise
him either and he will too. | don't even use social
media, so | guess| will never know what he will be
like.

"Sobha, what are you thinking?'

"Did you say something?'

"Tiffin break. We should eat." Tiffin breaks
have become Aarya's favourite. She likes to feed
people.

"At thisrate, you should becomeachef." |
laughat her.

"Yes. | amthinking too. When1'd open my
restaurant, 1'd hope that you would be my first
customer. | will giveyou lotsof discount.”

"Ok. Sillygirl."

"So, are you going somewhere during
summer vacation?'

"No. Why?'

"Cometo my home. Summer vacation will
be fun. I will cook you lots of food." She made a
puppy face. | could have declined, but | felt likel
should not.

"Just givemeyour address. My father will
pick you up."

"I cango by mysdf."

"Just send meyour address. Okay?'

"L akshmi aunty, can you cometo my room?"

"Yes. Yes?' She seemed shocked. Of
course, anyone would have been. Ironically, | am
closer to her than mother.

"You are dressed. Are you going
somewhere?' My mother asked me. She was in
surprise. | never usudly step out of my house unless
| needto.

"What?Where?! didn't know."

"Asif you carefor mother. | amgoingto a
friend'shouseand | will stay therefor few days."

"Friend." Shelooksat Lakshmi aunty.

"Lakshmi, am| hearing her right?"

"Madam | amaso shocked."

"Sobha, areyou lying?What isyour friend's
name?You did not tell me."
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"Asif you stay in the house all day that |
havethetimeto tell you. Canyou please stop acting
shocked and aunty, can you really help me with
packing?'

"Why didn't you tell me? | would have
prepared somefood for your friend.”

"l don't know aunty. | will tell you next time."
Within half anhour. Wefinished packing. A car horn
beeped. | ran as fast as | could to avoid my
sophisticated mother from meeting them. " Sobha,
your friend hascome." So shehasmet.

"Take our car Sobha. Aaryapleasedo look
out for her. She barely socializes." My mother
sounded likeshe cares.

"Don't worry aunty. Shewill havefunwith
=

The car stoped near our house. But Aarya
didn't comeoui.

"lsn't it your homeAarya?'

"No. ThisisAnimesh's house. Hewill also
gay withus."

"What?'

Chapter -8
ANIMESH

At thispoint, | amsureof it. My parentsare
planning my wedding. So much coincidenceisnot a
good thing it'sdangerous. My family isgoing for a
busnesstrip, but | gayed becausel never redly liked
thosetrips. | had gone there once. It was basicaly
burning. For me. So | will be gaying at Aaryashome
for thetime being. But | think | am destined to be
troubled. Sobhawill also be staying in her placetoo.
| should have gonefor thebusinesstrip.

"Can't youtwo be friends and stop ignoring
each other?' Aaryafinally speaksout to break the
dlence when wereach her house. Insdethe one, no
one uttered aword, even uncletoo stayed silent.

No." | say to her aggressively pulling my
suitcase.

"Me too." She says, pulling down her
suitcase.

"Welcome. You aresuch apretty girl." Aunt

comes and touches her checks.

"Aunt, pretty?That'sfunny.” | laughed out
loud. She daped my back.

| should havegoneto that busnesstrip. Varun
even video called me, showing himand mother ona
ship. | amregretting. | told him about Sobhaand he
told meto keep my arms safe.

"Children come and eat." Aunt called out
everyone.

"Aarya, can| please change seats.” | couldnt
St with Sobha.

"Shut upand eat." Aaryaglared a me. She
probably learnt it from Sobha.

"So Sobha, thisisthe first time Aarya has
bought someoneto stay. Shetalked alot about you.
| guess you are special.” She smiles. She looked
pretty. What? No. Get agrip, Animesh.

Wewereonawak. Aunt insiststhat | take
aneveningwak with thegirls, when| could dleepin
my roomat peace.

"So Sobha, | am curious. Why did you
compliment thefood my mother made?1t'susually
not like you to compliment people." Aaryasaid.

Sobhaamiled. Serioudy, sheshould not amile.
It'sjust that | become awkward. Like | want to see
her more, but | resist. It'sannoying.

"I just liked when she cooked for me. My
mother never really cooksfor me. | forgot thetime
when she cooked for me."

Shetaksasif it'snormal and sheistotally
not bothered. But it's not. | think | kind of know
now why sheislikethis. She barely talks because
shehasbeendoneall thistime.

"Look, thereisanice-cream place. Summer
isincomplete without it." | looked at Aarya. Glad
that shegraspedit.

"Sobha. Let'sgo." Weran. Sobharan with
us too. We kept cheering each other and she too
cheered. Wekept laughing nonstop.

"Doyoulikeit?lce-cream| mean." | asked
her.

"Hmn"
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Chapter -9
SOBHA

"Sobhashould | turn off thelights?'

"Yes"

Thisismyfirst deep over. | have never done
thingslikethisbefore. Usudly | jugt stay inmy room,
or gotolibrary. Thisiswhat | do. Today | opened
up mysdlf alittle. | played withthem, ateice-cream,
wetakedtoo. | know | lack socializing, but today it
felt different. Animesh did not look that annoying |
thought. | seemto likeit. Thisplace, the peopleand
thissummer.

"Aarya, areyou deeping?’

| looked at her. Shewasdeeping likeatired
kid. But | couldn't seemto deep. | peeped through
the window, | see the summer light. How come |
have never find nights that good? | felt likel am
changing. | should just get up and have somewater.

"You are up at this late night?" Animesh
comesout of hisroomsuddenly. | almost chocked.

"Want abeating?l dmost got chocked.”

"Sorry for that. Want to go to terrace?' We
sat on a bench, looking at the starry sky, shining
brightly.

"It'sstarry." Hesighed.

"HAT"

"Sobha, canyou really talk more than one
word?' He sighed.

"You arejust agtableperson.”

"l guessso."”

"I don't know sometimes| fedl likeif | talk
too much, peoplewill find me annoying.”

"Youthink alot. You arejust twelve years
old. Takeit easy. That'sall we school kidsdo."

"Hmm." We both laughed.

"Sobha, want to go out for fishing."

"I'mgood. | will read some books."

"Animeshisalso not going. | guess! will go
withTarun."

| lied. | literdly didn't have anythingto do. |
just didn't want to go out. Someone knocked.

"Hi!" Animesh come.

"Do you want something?'

"l have aplaceto go withyou."

"Withme?'

We walked towards a park. | used to go
therewhen my father wastherewith us. | havegrown
up inthis neighbourhood, but I haven't come here
for dmost six years.

"You gothere. I will bring some snacks."

"Sobha." | turned back. It'smother.

"What are you doing here, mother?'

" wasjust passing by. | saw you here."

"Okay then. | angoing now." Shegrabsmy
hand. "Let'sst herefor awhile Sobha" | didn't want
to, but | wasnot ableto refuse her.

"Do youwarnt to say something to me?'

"Just thenormal oneslike everyone. | want
youtotell meandtalk to me." | looked at her. She
looked seriousand genuine.

"Should I quit my job?1 havelots of money
though?' Shesmiled.

"Do what you want mother. Let'stalk when
| get home." | didn't know what I'm saying. It just
came out naturally. | spoted Animesh at adistant,
holding ice-cream.

"Your friend hascame. | have work. | am
going.

"Sobha, | have a place. Let's go there."
Animesh comesrunning.

"What isthis?A riversde?"

"Canyoujug sit down Sobha?' He offered
hishand, but | refused. | sat down.

"You met your mother."

"Yes"

"That'sgood." He smiled. " Shesaw meand
| told her about you." Soit wasAnimesh.

"Why didyoudoit?"

"l don't know. | just felt likel should tell her
about you. Why areyou so angry with your mother.
Sheissuchagood person.”

"I dont know."

After a long silence, he spoke again.
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"Sometimesthingsdont just go inour way. Everyone
has reasonsyou know." Helooked at me. | looked
at him. Helooked like someone, pureandtrueto his
emotions. "Just gpologizeto her.”

"l will. Thank you."

Welooked at theriver, getting golden asthe
sunslowly setsdown. It isbeautiful. Theriver, the
sunset and him. For thefirst timel have started to
likemy life.

Chapter - 10
ANIMESH

So muchl try not to get involved with her.
The morel try not to feel sad for her, the more |
want to help her. Yesterday wetalked alot.

"Why did you two go theriver sdewithout
me?' Aaryacomplained.

"Ligten." | told her thewhole story.

"Really?" Shepatted my back "Do you like
her?'

"What?No. Why would | like her?"

"| think you like her." Sheleft me.

"Hi guys." Sobhacame.

"Sobha, youareleaving. Comeon, Say some
days." Aaryathrew afit at the already packed up
Sobha.

"I will comeagain." They hugged. | couldnt
believe aweek can change anyone's persondity that
much.

"Thesky isso blue?' Sobhalooksup at the
sky withicecreamin her hands.

"You should just go back to your old seif. |
amfindingit hard adjusting with you now."

"So, am| changing?' She cametowardsme.

"Just Sit on your seat.” We have been Sitting
on swings, waiting for the others. | checked my
phone. Aaryahastexted me"Jugt hang out with her.”
| now understand what she means. She is a dy
matchmaker.

"Hmm." Sobhasighed.

"Do you want to go somewhere?'

"Why do you want to hang out with me?'

"l ambored."

She smiled. | have now lost count of her
amiles. Shefedls so familiar. M aybe she has opened
hersdlf up alittle, she doesn't seemintolerable now. |
remember thefirst day, | met her. Shewasthe most
horribly rude person| have ever met. Maybeit was
her londliness, that she has bottled up so much.

"School playground? Let'sgo there." She
grabed my hands. Sheran so fast, but till not tired.

"What are you two doing here?' Came
Tarun, Aaryaand Varun.

"We are hanging out?' Sobhatold casualy.

"Redlly?' Varunlooked at me. Hetook ams
and parted me away from them. He whispered to
me, " So what happened?'

"l will tell you later."

"You two brothers. Want to play cricket?'
Tarun shouted at us. Werantoward them. Wewere
playing together for thefirst time. Sobhaisredly a
good player. Welaughed so hard whenthe bat from
Aarya's hand flew away. Looking at everyone,
laughing and giggling, makesme so happy. | wished
thismoment would never end. | looked at Sobha.
Shewaslaughing her heart out. The evening, this
place, these peopleand her. They mademe so happy.
| hope suchasummer comesevery year. | want to
bewiththemforever. | want every teenager, every
one, to be happy. | want everyoneto have a happy
summer. Everyonehasstruggles, but thereare people
with us who will comfort us. To every people, bettling
with their loneliness, but il and strong, | will dways
root for you.

Chapter - 11
SOBHA

Threeyearslater.

A lot of things happened inthese past years.
My mother quit her job and started her own
publishing house, which hasgrown bigger withina
short period of time. | have also read some of her
books. We have gotten quite closer. We still talk
formally but it has started to become casual. | have
been dating Animesh for almost four years. Now
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unbelievableright?1 think too. When he confessed
tome, | just couldn't resst. | havelearnt alot about
him. He made meread hisfavourite book, watch his
favourite movies. Heclamsto like spicy food, but
he can't eat more than just one bite. Silly, isn't it?
Aaryaand | aredill best friends. Sheisdating Tarun.
No oneever thought that from being best friends,
they wouldturninto lovers But, till themost shocking
news will be about Animesh and me. We finished
school last year. So we are now college students.
Me, Aaryaand Animesh got into the same college,
but Tarun went to another one. Still wefour hang out
together.

The year is ending soon. We have made
plans. Our parentsareletting ushaveour little party
near theriver dde. Varun and Aaryaare good works.
So, wedon't haveto worry much.

Lately Animesh and | have been going to
library more. He has spoilt me, making me read
books, other thanmy text books. We arenot inthe
samesreamanymore. | hadredised| fit inhumanities
more. Animeshistrying hisbest to study and meet
his parents expectations. Aaryahas opened up her
own cake sarvice. Shehasgot plenty of orderslately.

"S0, do you think | will one day become a
big restaurant owner?' Shewould say thisto metime
totime.

| seeblood dl over. The sky isturning dark.
| see flashbacks of my old nightmares. | feel
auffocated. | seeVarun, lying with blood dl over his
body. Heisstabbed. | seeblurry visons of everyone.
Animesh is frozen his hands covered in red. The
sound of ambulance and waiting of the mothers.

"We are sorry he has passed away." The
doctor declares. What no? Thisisnot true. | must
beinadream.

1 hour before.

"The placeisaperfect oot to end the year.
Let'shavefunto night.” Aaryashouted.

"The boys are in charge of decorating the
tent withlights. The girlswill helpmewith cooking."
Varuningructed uslike amother. | looked up at the
sky. Everything seemed so perfect. The sky, the

laughter of my peopleaswe play games, the colourful
bulbe, just everything | wanted thismoment to last
forever.

"Varun, | think | need two people morefor
carryingour items”

| stayed with Varun. In all these years, he
had been likean elder brother to me. When Animesh
and | fought once, he was the one to make up our
fight. We had become close, | was happy to get a
brother.

"So Sobha, is my brother bothering you
agan?'

"Not thesedays. Hejust nagsmeto watch
movies and read his fictional books." We both
laughed, talked alot, but suddenly hisface changed
and he pushed me. Something red spread onmy face.
My handslooked red and | saw Varun lying down,
drained in blood. | see aman, masked with black
clothes, holding aknifeand looking a me. Hegrabbed
my neck but hearing Varun'sshout. " Sobharun." But
| couldnt. | jugt couldn't. "Varun." Animesh shouted.
The man ran away after whispering in my ears, "l
will comeback.”

Varun's death hasbeen devastating. No one
would haveever imagined. The policearrivesat the
hospitd. "Whowasat the scene?' MY mother tries
to pushmewhen| tried to stepin, but | cannot sit
down and watch Varun'sdeath go invain. | looked
at Animesh, but helooked away.

"l wasat the scene. He saved mefromthe

"Areyou sure?'

"Yes"

| looked at Animesh one last time, still he
didnt look a me. Hewasdtill inshock, Sitting forozen
and sobbing. Lifeiscruel.

Chapter - 12
ANIMESH

1 week later.

Sometimes life hitsyou at suchapoint that
you cannot turn back, evenif you desperately want
to. Varun'sdeath istragic, but what's more tragic
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that he died avery painful desththat hedidn't deserve.
Asl watched himbeing burnt infire, | felt terrible.
So terrible, to the point that | wanted to be in his
place, wishing it was mewho should bein his place.

| entered his room. | could till hear our
laughter, thepictures, hishoggings, everything. | could
ill hear him. | felt apart of me had beenlost with his
death. | just still cannot accept that heisno more. |
sat on hisbed. The police have till not found the
killer.

It'sbeen aweek already. | havenot beento
collegesncethen. " Animesh, you should go to college
today." Mother says.

"l just need sometime."

"Varunwouldn't haveliked your behaviour."

"Just no one. No one understands what |
amfeding right now." | shout. Slaps. Father dapped
me.

"Just get ready for school.”

| entered the class. Everyonelooked at me.
Tarunand Aaryarantowardsme.

"Animesh." They huged me. | saw Sobha
standing for away, looking at us. It'sbeenawesk. |
haven' talked to her sncethen. Shehad evenvisited
me, but | have denied to meet her all thesetimes. |
just don't know. | know it'snot her fault, but | can't
help but resent her. This pain have instilled deep
woundsinsde me.

"Animesh." | turned back. Shewasstanding
infront of me. "How areyou feeling now?'

"l understand.” Shelooked at me.

"Sobha, | anreally sorry. | need sometime
tothink."

Within seconds, apart of mecollapsed again.
| don't turn back, becauseif | do, I will surely feel
miserablewith guilt and resentment.

"Animesh." Tarun came, panting and
sweating. Helooked & us.

"I haveabig newsfor you both."

"Bignews?"

"Thekiller. The one the stabbed Varun, has
been found. | have taken our teacher's permission
and we can go and Sobhatoo comewithus.”

We reached at the scene. | just couldn't
believe myself. | saw aman being in hand cuffsand
the policewasholding him.

"Animesh." Mother huggee me.

"Isthat him?' She nodded. | look at him. |
tried to go towards him, but Sobha held me back.
Shewarned mewith her eyes.

"Areyou surethat heisthekiller?' Sobha
asked.

"Yes. Hehasconfessed it."

Sobhawent near theman. "I think heisnot
the person. He doesn't seemfamilier withthe onel
encountered.”

"Madam. What are saying?He hasaready
confessed and finger printstoo matched. Kidsthese
days." | looked at Sobha. She never comes to a
conclusion sheisnot sure about.

| enter Varun'sroom. He would havetold
meto believe Sobha. And thefirst thing | should do
istoface Sobha. | texted her. | could endit that way.
She has been there for me. We have helped each
other throughour toughtimes.

"Animesh, can you come downgtairs?' Ma
suddenly called me. We are having dinner together
for thefirst timetoday after Varunhad left us.

"Do you need something Ma?"

"Sit down. We have something to talk."

"About what?'

"Do you want to be doctor?No. Right?"

"I amtrying to beone." Why could she ask
methisquestion. "Don't you al want it too?"

"You canchangeit if youwant. Your father
is planning to send you abroad. With the death of
Varun, you arethe heir. Hewantsyou to look after
his company.” What's with this plot twist? "I
understand you may not likeit. But please do think
of your father."

"Ma, | am not atoy. How can | do that?'
Thiswastoo much for me. "Why doesfather want
todoit?l dready said I'mnot inthesebusinessstuffs.
It'snot my dream.”

"Your father hasbeen diagnosed with cancer.
How can youthink of yourself right now?"' Thisis
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thefirst timel have seen my mother angry.

Betrayal and pain have surprised me once
again. Just likethisone, my phone beeps. Sobhahas
agreed to meet me.

Chapter - 13
SOBHA

A lot of things had happened in the past few
days. They caught thekiller, but | just cannot accept
that it was him. | clearly remember, he had sharp
eyes, hisvoicewasdeep and | probably saw amark
on his forehead. | must be crazy. | even sneaked
from my home, went to the scene, only to find a
brokenring. | sound crazy and my nightmarestoo
garted coming.

"Animesh wantsto meet me today. | have
been thinking dl thiswholetime. But hewasrudeto
methat day."

"You haveto find it by yourself. No onewill
expect our topper girl ishaving relationship troubles.
| amgoing now. | won't be making lakesfor awhile,
because | screwed up my exams." Aaryahasbeen
listening to my sub stories.

"Thisplaceisfull today." Welooked at the
park. "l think only aplaceisleft." Animeshlooked at
me.

"Will you bedright with that?'

"l will be"

"l think thesunwill set soon. Should we sit
down?' He smiled. Now, | am really getting
uncomfortable with him. He seemslike adifferent
person.

"Iseverything fineAnimesh?| sneaked from
my house, so it will be a problemif I come home
late." He took out his hand. "Can't you sit down,
Sobha?'

A long moment of silence followed. We
watched theriver, it givesmeakind of dgavu. It's
the same person, same moment and the same place.
Theriversdehasbecomeapart of my life.

"I'msorry Sobhafor being suchanannoying
personto you."

"Animesh, | think we should start ...." He
put hisfinger to slenceme.

"Can | say before you say something?' |
nodded.

"I'd like usto befriends again. | will leave
for abroad soon. That'swhy | wanted to meet you
beforel leave." What?

We watched theriver getting golden. The
same sunset that made mefdl for my life, fall for him
and itsthe same sunset that hasbecome the witness
of thisunrequited love of mine.

"So you haven't talked to himfor ayear?'
Aaryaasked.

"No." It'sbeen ayear sinceAnimesh left. |
guess people and relationships change with the
changeof stuations. Also | think | havefound whet |
really | liketo do. | love books so much. It'slike
literature hasbecome apart of my life.

"Sobha, have you choosen what you want
to pursue." My mother would ask.

"I think | likeliterature."

That'show my daysare passing | have made
myself quitebusy with college. | want to graduate
with honoursjust likemy mother did. | get nightmeares
from time to time. Sometimes | see blood, knife,
mysterious people, then | almost scream. My phone
beeps. | seean unknown number'stext. | openedit.

"I know you havethering. | will bewatching
you." What wasthat?
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Unrequited

Kowshik Deka
5th Semester, English Department

Dearest love,

Being in this journey what we call is life. We witness sudden
arrival of someone who takes our collapsed life is a new turn,
unknowingly and unwillingly. The sudden arrival of love and affection
is what it feels like. The first time | saw you was a special. That
instant unique sensation of shivers| felt, still makes my heart leap.
Accompanied by your friends, you were moving carrying that
enchanting smile on your face, the smile, making my wounded heart
glide through great heights.

That soul pleasing vision of yours made me hold my breath.
The sun becoming off your face, making your eyes shine like stars
in the midnight sky. The lightly blowing breeze, kissng your hair and
making it flow with the rhythm of love. Yes, | have falen for you,
and | don't regret telling what | feel for you. When my passing days
had no colours left within, no music to cheer with, you and your
healing presence were there to cure. | don't cdl it to be just love,
but far beyond love. When with each passing day | find anew person
to be loved within you, | know it to be beyond love.

As | sit and see, | see us moving with the melody of love,
rhythm of affection, holding your hands, softly humming our favourite
song. | love you ...

Your eternal lover
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Beloved

Sukanya Duwar ah
5th Semester
English Departement

To

My Beloved

With all the courage | have gathered in my vague exietence, |
fear to express my innate desire that our love has come into the last
stage of its existence. We thought our love could stand the test of times,
but the case was not so.

| have been reduced to a thing that wants to spend an eternity
with you. Life would be possible with you on my boat of journey.
Everything | want to experience, feel or do is only with you by my side.
| can feel your presence in every surrounding beside me. Your extra
genuine love had reached to the extremities where it had spoilt me. Your
pamper and care for me had been showered in such a delicate way that
| have become addicted to you. Oh! my beloved, why would you throw
me into such a delicate situation? | could not imagine a life where you,
my beloved, would not be present to hold my hands while | attempt to
created memories for our future.

Oh! my beloved! How beautiful you are. You are epitome of
Keats's poem, somtimes | really wonder. You are a thing of beauty and
joy forever. Your heart radiates the aura of beauty and radiance which
| could not find another shelter. Is not the excess of anything regarded
as bad for us? Would our love comply with the roles that had been
adhered by the society? Oh! my poor little beloved, We must part our
ways in order to build an individual life for our own existence. My
beloved! | am not ready to let you go | would never imagine alife where
there is no presence of my lovable beloved! Please forgive me, because
| am helpless.

Oh dear! poor beloved forgive me for my decision. | am not born
to enjoy the lavish experience of love. We must part away.

Your little love.
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Heart's Promise

Roshmi  Borgohain
3rd Semester, Zoology Department

Dear future Husband.

Take love! | have no idea who are you, where are you at present
but | just hope whoever you are, wherever you are, you are doing great.
| am writing this letter with a mixture of immotions you know, with
a big smile on my face, thousand dreams in my mind. You better do
not laugh, okay? | might sound stupid but | have planned our whole
marriage in my mind. The first meetings, the before marriage dates,
the engagement, the ceremonies, the pre-wedding shoot, wedding
shoot and our honeymoon trip. Okay! Okay! no need to blush much.
You see everything is well planned. Your future wife has managed
everything. Your job is just to find me, see how smple isn't? | am
here waiting for you, to receive your love, care, to receive butterflies
in my stomach. So you better do not go for anything less, okay honey?
| am so excited to meet you!!!

Sending trucks full of love...

| love you
Your beautiful
future wife.
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The tint In the
chronic piece

Parikhit K onwer
English Department
4th Semester

The podium effulges differently today. Among
the crowd there a youth beaming like never
happened before. A lady amuses through
expanding

The tint in the chronic piece

-Theviolin.

Given her to eternize harmony

Used to be, a tradition.

He, the youth connes across

Just to affix himself in her eyes.
That atmosphere inscribes a story,
Futile of mere love.

Fragrance of love wets the hearts of
whole.

The tune of the chronic piece
-Theviolin.

Sends back the love of the lady, ‘the
beloved.

Keeping inside holding for a long.

Ends up the conference.

But starts up the innermost saga.
Two hearts converge clarifying the
depth.

Hopes sail up, desires prolong.
Season undergoes, become
reminiscences.

Yet, the tint in the chronic piece.

Digital Education

Roshmi Borgohain
4th Semester
Zoology Department

Oh God! Please make the corona go,
How else our students are gonna
Maintain their studies flow?

Every single person on the earth is tensed.
Corona has made it too tough
Maintaining educational balance.

There comes our saviour,
Our dearest mobile phones,
But parents hate it as much,
As their heavy interest loans.

All the schools started using

Digital education as a boon,

Thank God! Thank you so much
Hope everyone gonna recover soon.

Online video lectures have made
The concepts more and more clear,
Now, | can assure our Assam's
Youths bright future is so very near.
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For the Hope
of it All

Daisy Hazarika
4th Semester
English Department

If an old soul is old, | be an old soul,
If letters are never appreciated,

| will be the one to thrive for it.
Love's never a choice, love chooses
And it is never a thing to chase for.

The urge to wait till they come,

What a marvellous fedling!

A feeling of patience, undying love

And there awaits a hope.

Hoping for a glimpse of them

Even if it is just for the shortest moment.
What a feeling of ecstasy!

And will you ever know

Till you feel it

Till you are felt.

It's beautiful when | think of the wait,
The expectation, hope, though false,

But the feeling of longing!

We live in every moment they live

And every breath near them feels like an
eternity.

It is a blunder to long for such love,

But what can we do?

'HOPE' : The Survivor and the Destroyer
We all are bounded in thin line of getting
feelings crashed

The world builts on hope,

That's what we live for, we love everyday
And we die everyday,

Everyday for the hope of it all.
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Ragging

Sukanya Duwarah
6th Semester
English Department

The grey streets of the campus

Radiating impapable darkness

That scream of atrocity and lack of mercy.

The horrendous nights coiling like a spotted python
Moulding fear and dread within every young mind.

There was a hope, that glistened in his eyes

His eyes spoke of rain and struggle carried behind.
A boy from abject poverty.

Enters the university of his dreams.

But who knew, fate was not a child's play any way.

Introduction, they called it so,

But would someone be horrible

That they forget the norms of humanity

To drag a junior on the street?

It was introduction, because they called it so.

He jumped from the four storeyed hostel

Because he was terrified, and blank.

Sacrificing his life would be the smplest of task

Rather than tolerating al the misdeed.

Blood flowed like a pool of rainy water on the campus

ground.

Assam, Ohl My awesome Assam!
Reporters rushed in, before ambulance could get in Who spoiled you to the core?
'Ragging is a sin, to be barred within The saviours of our future
But nobody cared, about the pour soul Are killed amidst such torture
Who froze to death trying to save himself Ragging is not introduction, it is a forbidden sin.

His parents were who actually died with him too. _
Why would young boys attain pleasure

While their brother screams in pain & torture
Stop torturing young souls in the campus
Ragging is something which would kill us

Stop ragging! Save Assam!
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Poverty

Mrinmoyee Gogoi
T.D.C. 6th Semester
English Department

Poverty! Poverty! and poverty

Our land is full of poverty.

The kings live their life.

Yet, they forget to help the needy. '

Poverty! Poverty! and poverty
The man are in need, the children
Are in search of schools.

Yet the people, the king forget
To offer them food.

The old man begs for some chapattis

To feed his family,

The poor young man cries over

A small job.

But who will look after them?

Even if they cried a lot.

Will it be ever stopped?

For how long people will

Face this havock situation?

Poverty! Poverty and Poverty everywherel

Now time to stop this evil.
The rich people are becoming
Richer, the middle one

Are ill there,

While the poor are

Stuck there.

It's high time, the
Situation must be changed.
As much as we love our
land,

The poverty must be
stopped then.

Poverty, poverty and poverty

Our land is full of poverty.

The rich lead their lives happily
Yet, they forget to help the needy.
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